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The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

          grow together as Jesus ’disciples at this place. 
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Prelude                   Various Pieces by Concord Quartet 
     Jeni Herrera-Mullar, violin; Gregory Kuperstein, violin; Viktor Khodyko, viola; Tim Anderson, cello 

 

Christmas Acclamation  
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

Entrance Hymn              O Come, All Ye Faithful   No. 283      
Verses 1, 3 & 4 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise             Angels We Have Heard on High            No. 289 
 

 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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A Let us pray.  Almighty God, 

C you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 

presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

First Reading                        Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

L A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  2The people who walked in 

 darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 



5 

 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

   

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem  

                              Lo! How a Rose               Arr. Michael Connolly  
Chancel Choir 

 

Second Reading                      Titus 2:11-14 

 

L A reading from Titus.  11The grace of God has appeared, bringing 

 salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly 

 passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

 upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

 manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

 Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us 

 from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are 

 zealous for good deeds.      
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  



6 

 

Gospel Procession             Away in a Manger                  No.  277 
         Verse 1 

 
 

Holy Gospel                            Luke 2:1-20 

 

P The holy gospel according to Luke the second chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

 world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 

 taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 

 towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

 in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

 was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 

 registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

 expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

 deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

 wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

 there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

 watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 

 before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 



7 

 

 were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

 see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 

 you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

 the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 

 in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was 

 with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

 saying, 

   14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

 said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

 that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 

 they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 

 in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been 

 told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 

 what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words 

 and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

 and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

 them. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

  



8 

 

Gospel Procession        Away in a Manger   
Verse 3 

   
 

Children’s Message        

 

Sermon                          The Rev. Drew McCaffery 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day             Go Tell it on the Mountain        No. 290 

 
 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
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seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

A Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the 

church, the earth, and all people. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A God of grace, 

C Receive our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made 

known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
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Offering and Anthem  

                   He is Born, the Holy Child               Arr. Audrey Snyder  

                               (Il est ne, le divin Enfant)                  
Chancel Choir 

 
Your response assures that the good news of God’s Love in Jesus continues 

to go forth from this place each day of the year. Please be generous! 
 

To give from your smartphone, text “give” to 410-673-4483. 
 

As the gifts are presented, please stand as you are able. 
 

Offering Hymn                   In the Bleak Midwinter                  No.  294 
Verse 3                       

 
 

A Let us pray.  God of heaven and earth, 

C from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take 

delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now 

these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the 

chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to day. 

Amen. 
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of 

the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and 

radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we 

may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P  Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your 

word brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent 

your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us 

your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and 

resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be 

restored in him. By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, 

held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining 

with the light of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift 

of Jesus. 

C Thanks be to God, Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the 
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that  

our Lord Jesus Christ—his true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People. 
 

(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.) 
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During the distribution, the following is sung: 
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Communion Hymns        
 

The First Noel          No. 300 
Choir only verse 2 
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing           No. 270 
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It Came upon the Midnight Clear        No. 282 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. Merciful God, 

C we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened 

by this goodness, end us forth to announce your peace, comfort 

the afflicted, and share the good news of great joy. Amen. 
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Welcome 
 

Lighting of Candles  
 

P The people who walked in darkness  

C have seen a great light.  

 

P For unto us a child is born,  

C to us a son is given.  

 

P And his name will be called  

C Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

 Peace. 
 

 

As we begin to light the candles and pass the flame down the pews, please lean the unlit candle,  
keeping the lit candle upright.  Once all candles are lit, please join in singing. If you are worried about your 

little ones, we offer glow sticks for them to use.  
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Silent Night, Holy Night!         No. 281 
The choir will sing the first verse, in German, and then the assembly will  

join together singing the first verse in English.  

 
 

John 1:1-14  
 

P A Reading from the Gospel of John .1In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.5The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
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it.6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, 

who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 

will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

son, full of grace and truth.  
 

Please safely extinguish your candle and return to the bin near the exit doors as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

Blessing  
 

P May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, 

the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 

determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and 

forever. 

C Amen 
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Sending Hymn                      Joy to the World               No. 267          

 
 

A Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prelude 
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Poinsettia Information 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Drew McCaffery Pr.Drew@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com                (M) 443-904-7013 
Jessie Lim, Music Director Music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Steve Starbuck council_president@lcgselca.org   
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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SERVING THIS EVENING   

Greeters      

 

Assisting Minister Teri King 

 

Communion Assistants Tina Zimmerman 

               

               

Ushers Sherman Canapp, OSSD   
     
  

 
Livestream     Shawn Nesaw       
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