Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 18, 2025
8:30 & 11:00 am and Livestream

FAITH . DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.
We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are.

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,
physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do.

All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and
grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place.




4+ GATHERING +

Prelude

Thanksqgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!!! Alleluia!!!

In the name of < the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the
baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that
make a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us
to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen
believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own
making. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the
hearts of all and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters
that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.



P Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is
shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

C Amen
Entrance Hymn Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ~ No. 651
Verses 1-5
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| Oh, praise the gra-cious pow'r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent  truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide grace that laps at ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas -es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:
ob - liv -1-ous to gen - der, wealth, to  so - cial rank or place:
a liv -ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war:
9 | Refrain
fanna F
\\av |
J | T
We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



1‘? #E & o s = :
{rS—T—¢ s+ '
IV ¢ s —
o
This is the feast of wvic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1ia,
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you,

Let us pray. O Lord God,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
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This is the feast of  vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu - 1a.

you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive
by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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4+ THE WORD 4+

First Reading Acts 11:1-18

A

A reading from Acts. ! Now the apostles and the believers who were
in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of
God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and
eat with them?” * Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, ° “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a
vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from
heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to
me. ® As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me,
‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” ® But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for
nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ ® But a
second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made
clean, you must not call profane.’ *° This happened three times; then
everything was pulled up again to heaven. ! A¢ that very moment
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we
were. 2 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. ® He told us how
he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; '* ke will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be
saved.” ¥ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just
as it had upon us at the beginning. * And I remembered the word of
the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 1" If then God gave them the same gift
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was |
that I could hinder God? " ® When they heard this, they were
silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to
the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
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A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm Psalm 148
A YHallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
C Z2Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
A 3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
C “Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
A  °Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created,
C °who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
A " Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
C %fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
A 2mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
C Ywild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
A  sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
C 2young men and maidens,

old and young together.



A B Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and
heaven.

C The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for
all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near
the Lord. Hallelujah!

Second Reading Revelation 21:1-6

A  Areading from Revelation. 17 saw a new heaven and a new earth;
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. 2 A4nd I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. ® And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

* he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”

° And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” ® Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will
give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please stand as you are able.
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Holy Gospel John 13:31-35

P The Holy Gospel according to John the thirteenth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. * Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You
will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you,
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 3*I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you,
you also should love one another. *° By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon The Rev. Drew McCaffery

Please stand as you are able.



Hymn of the Day Where Charity and Love Prevail No. 359
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1 Wherechar -1 -ty and love pre - vail, there God 1s ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - 1 - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un - known; let all  con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.

C

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human,
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that
you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you,

After sharing the peace, please be seated.

Offering & Anthem (11am)

As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.
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Refrain / Estribillo
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Let us pray. Risen One,
you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these
gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body
in the world. Amen.
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4+ THE EUCHARIST+

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true
Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead.
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Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!
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God of yesterday, tomorrow, and right now, God of the sun, the
moon, and the pink before dawn, God of our head, our heart, and our
gut, we are full of Alleluias.

Holy God, we are full of Alleluias because this morning the sun rose
once again. This morning, the birds sang for you. This morning
children laughed, flowers bloomed, and hope was shared.

This morning, we heard how the stone was rolled away. This
morning we dare to believe that life is stronger than death and love is
stronger than evil. So today, we are full of Alleluias. Today we are
full of hope.

However, we know that not every day feels like today. Just days ago,
we walked the path to the cross. Just days ago, we remembered the
violence humanity is capable of. Just days ago, we remembered the
cruelty that this world knows all too well. So on this hopeful day, as
well as on those grief-filled days, we ask that you would meet us here.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Meet us in this sanctuary. Meet us in this community. Meet us at this
Table. Pour out your Spirit on this bread and cup. Roll back the
stone, again and again, as many times as it takes for us to see you.
Call us by name, again and again, as many times as it takes for us to
hear you. Pull us from the trenches of our grief, and give us reason to
hope.
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As you do, we will keep singing your praises, we will come back to
this Table, we will continue to bring you our hope, our grief, and our
trust in you.

Amen.

With a mouth full of Alleluias, we join our voices to pray as your Son
taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that
our Lord Jesus Christ—nhis true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People.

(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.)
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During the distribution, the following is sung:
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Communion Hymn A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! No. 393
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I A hymn of glo-ry let us sing! New hymns through-out the world shall
2 The ho -1ly ap - os-tol -ic band up - on the Mount of Ol - ives
3 To whom the shin-ing an-gels cry, “Why stand and gaze up -on the
4 “You see him now, as-cend-ing high up to the por-tals of the
5 0 ris - en Christ, as-cend-ed Lord, all praise to  you let earth ac-
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stand, Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! and with his faith-ful fol-I"wers
sky?’ Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav-ior!” thus they
sky”  Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
cord: Al-le - Iu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! You are, while end-less ag - es
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trod, as - cends un - to the throne of God.
see  their Lord as-cend in maj - es - ty.
say, “this 1s his glo-rious tri-umph day!” Al-le - Iu - 1a! Al-le -
see re - turn-ing in great maj - es - ty”
run, with  Fa-ther and with Spir - it one.
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After all have communed, please stand, as you are able.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray. Living One,

In this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to
tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen
life to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

O> O
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4+ SENDING +

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come,

Sovereign,  Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection
dawn, now and always.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn

Shout to

the Lord

No. 821
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Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing
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pow-er and maj - es-ty, praise
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Noth-ing com-pares to the prom -ise I have in you.
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A Goin peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude
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Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing

Ray, Shirley, Al, Andrea, Joan, Ed, Marion, Betty,
Georgeann, Jean, Nicholas, Lois, Barbara & Bruce

Prayers of Comfort for

Sallie Gartside and Carol Mellor on the passing of their mother, Doris Mellor.
We pray the blessed hope of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus be a comfort to
Sallie, Carol, and the entire Mellor family.
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