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In our Lutheran Tradition, liturgy reminds us that we are one in Christ, hence we do it together! Therefore, 
words in bold and designated by a “C” are the responses from the community. 



2 
 

Enter Reverently.  Meditate Quietly.  Worship Joyfully.  Serve Christ Faithfully. 

 

GATHERING  
 

Prelude                        A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
      Handbell choir and Matthew Messick, trumpet 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in  

  compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our lives. 

C     Amen. 

 

P       Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P       Have mercy, O God, 

C       against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion,  

         cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a  

         new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, 

         but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. 

         Amen. 

 

P       As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. 

        As high as heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As        

        far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you,    

        renewing your life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns    

       us with mercy and love. 

C      Blessed be God forever. 
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Entrance Hymn       Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!        No. 413 
 

 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  Gracious Father,  

C we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and 

peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; 

where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, 

strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is 

divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE WORD 


First Reading                     Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

A A reading from Jeremiah.  31The days are surely coming, says 

the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made 

with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my 

law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

A The Word of the Lord.               

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm            Psalm 46 
Read Responsively 

 

A 1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

C 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 

A 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

C 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
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A  5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

C  6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 

 

A  7The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

C   8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 

A  9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields  

with fire 

C   10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the  

earth.” 
11The Lord of hosts is with us;the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

Second Reading                       Romans 3:19-28 

 

A A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.  19Now we know that 

whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his 

sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 

knowledge of sin. 

 
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 

forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 
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faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it 

was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 

he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By 

that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person 

is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 

A The Word of the Lord.               

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able.

 
Holy Gospel                           John 8:31-36 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the eighth chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in 

my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, 

and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 
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descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 

do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in 

the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.               

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

Sermon                     The Rev. Alejandro Mejía 
            

Please stand as you are able. 
 

  



10 
 

Hymn of the Day            A Mighty Fortress is Our God        No. 504 

 

 
 

The 8:30 worship service continues with the Nicene Creed on page 13. 
 

Please be seated. 
 



11 
 

A We invite the following wishing to make public affirmation of baptism 

to come forward: 

David and Shari Grim 

Teri King 

Scott & Betsy Vial with Samuel 

 

P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these 

people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public 

affirmation of their baptism as they are received into the membership 

of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

 

P Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these siblings, whom you 

have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have 

called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, 

and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants 

in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom 

you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 

the faith of the church. 

 

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the 

powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that 

draw you from God? 

C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
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under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. 

 
P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to 

continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 

deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

New Members Respond   I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

P People of God, do you promise to support these fellow disciples and 

pray for them in their life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

P Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the 

Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to 

eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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A Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ. 

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 

thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the 

world. 
  Please stand, as you are able. 

 
The 11:00 worship service continues with the Prayers of the Church on page 14. 

 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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A Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us 

pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A God of Grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering and Offertory 
 

Take Us to This Place               Thomas Keesecker 
Chancel Choir; Handbell choir; Meredith Campbell, flute  
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Please stand, as you are able. 

 
 

A Let us pray.  God of power, God of plenty, 

C all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all 

might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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THE EUCHARIST



 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds: 
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P   In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

Again, after supper… 

 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

 we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.         Christ is risen.       Christ will come again. 

  

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 

 among your people; throughout the world.  Blessing, praise, and 

thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 

church, without end. 

C Amen. 

  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the 
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. 

 Just let the Pastor or Assistants know.)   
 

 If you require communion to be brought to you in the pew, please alert an usher. 
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During the distribution of communion, the following is sung: 

 
 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer         
Mark Leppo, mirimba 
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Take My Life, That I May Be                No. 583 
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After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray. Blessed be your name, O God, 

C for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and 

delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather 

the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are 

satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

P May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine on 

you with grace and mercy. May the Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you peace. In the name of the Parent, ☩ the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                       Christ, Be Our Light                  No. 715 

 

 

A Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

Postlude  
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The Flowers are Given to the Glory of God by 
 

Tim & Gina Miller  

And by  

Merle Fetzer 

 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Ray, Darius, Donald, Al, Donna, Lind, Joan, Ed, Marion, Betty, Doris, 

Theresa, Charles, Elaine, Georgeann, Jean, Lee, Nicholas, Lois, Barbara 

& Bruce 

 

Pray for Members of the Military 
 

Josh, Michael, Nick, Ryan, Matt, Kyle, Christopher, 

Andrew, Jason, and Matthew  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor pr.mejia@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon canapp.sherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013 
Angela Kromm, Music Director music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Evelynn Spratt council_president@lcgselca.org          (M) 410-869-2005  
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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