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Enter Reverently.  Meditate Quietly.  Worship Joyfully.  Serve Christ Faithfully. 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude                                 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and  

  sustains us and all of creation. 

C     Amen. 

 

P       Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P       To you, O God, 

C       all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you,  

         confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us  

         in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead  

         us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus  

         Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

P       By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and  

         through the death and resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives      

         you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all  

         goodness and keep you in eternal life. 

C      Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn                For the Beauty of the Earth                No. 879 
 

 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  Faithful God, 

C most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness 

and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your 

kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
 

Romans 8:12-25 
 

A A reading from Romans.  12So then, brothers and sisters, we are 

debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for if you 

live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the 

Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit 

of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 

adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit 

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 

children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in 

fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 

God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will 

but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation 

itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole 

creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only 

the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
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groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 

hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we 

do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

A The word of the Lord.            

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
 

Holy Gospel                     Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the Thirteenth chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 

 heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his 

 field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 

 weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants 

 came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 

 slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not 

 sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
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 from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to 

 him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, 

 ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 

 with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 

 harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 

 them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

 
 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 

 approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 

 the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the 

 Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

 children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 

 one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the 

 end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 

 collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 

 age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out 

 of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will 

 throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 

 gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

 kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.               

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                  The Rev. Alejandro Mejia       
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day               For the Fruit of All Creation                No. 679 
 

 
 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

A Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the 

name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ 

our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering and Offertory 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
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A Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

C you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of 

your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the 

world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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THE EUCHARIST 
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds:
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P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe 

declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each 

cell; with every breath. 

C We praise you, O God. 

  

P Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and 

day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

C We bless you, O God. 

  

P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 

near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us 

now. 

C We thank you, O God. 

  

P   In the night in which…. 

 

Again, after supper… 

 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

 we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.         Christ is risen.       Christ will come again. 

  

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 

 among your people; throughout the world.  Blessing, praise, and 

thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 

church, without end. 

C Amen. 

  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the 
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. 

 Just let the Pastor or Assistants know.)   
 

 If you require communion to be brought to you in the pew, please alert an usher. 
During the distribution of communion, the following is sung: 
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God of the Fertile Fields                       ACS No.  1063  
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O Spirit All-Embracing                ACS No. 944 

 

 

 

 
 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
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A Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, 

C for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 

 Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 

 through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shines on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Parent, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn        Love Divine, All Loves Excelling               No. 631 
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A Nourished by God's words and sacraments, 

C we go out to bear a living witness to the gospel  
 

A Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

C we go out to be God's church wherever we go 

 

A Go in peace and serve each other. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

Postlude  
 

 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Ray, Ken, Betsey, Al, Donna, Lind, Joan, Doris, Theresa, Charles,  

Elaine, Georgeann, Jean, Nicholas, Lois, Barbara & Bruce  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor pr.mejia@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013 
Angela Kromm, Music Director music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Evelynn Spratt council_president@lcgselca.org          (M) 410-869-2005  
Treasurer, Lindsay Guckert treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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SERVING TODAY                      
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