Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, February 12, 2023 8:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Livestream at 11:00 a.m.

Icon 1, Epiphany 6a, Sundays and Seasons

FAITH . DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
1515 Emmorton Road
Bel Air, Maryland 21014
410-838-8081

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor

In our Lutheran Tradition, liturgy reminds us that we are one in Christ, hence we do it together! Therefore,
words in bold and designated by a “C” are the responses from the community.



Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Please rise, as you are able.

Confession and Forgiveness

O T

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4~ one God, who makes all things new,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One, source of our renewal,

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free
ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts
have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so
love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new
things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven

in the name of <~ Christ our Savior.
Amen.



Gathering Hymn Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling No. 582
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er dwell-ing in the ho - liest realms of  light;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er liv-ing as the church’s ver - vy life;

3 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er work-ing through the church’s min - is - try;
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Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er brood-ing o’er a worldof gloom and night;
Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er striv-ingthroughus in a  cease-less strife;

quick-"ning, strength-"ning, and ab-solv-ing, set - ting cap-tive sin - ners free;
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er rais-ing those of earth to thrones on  high;
Ho-ly  Spir-it, ev - er form-ing in the church the mind of  Christ:
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er bind-ing age to age and soul to  soul
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liv - ing, life - im - part-ing Spir - it, you we praise and mag - ni - fy.

you we praise with end - less wor-ship for vyour gifts and fruits un - priced.
in com-mu - nion nev-er end-ing, you we wor-ship and ex - tol.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the  Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0|
y P
7
J
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.
Hymn of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we

now ac-claim you; Lord

a - lone, to

you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;

Ho - ly One near to all:

in faith we name you, God most high, yet
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we ex - alt

on the cross you died to
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you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

save  Uus;

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it,

in

the

now you reign at

God’s right hand.
Fa - ther’s splen -dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
in your prom-ise firm we stand.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
in - her - it,

For

the peace that

we
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glo-ry be

to

God on high!
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Let us pray. O God, the strength of all who hope in you,

because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing good
without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought
to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20
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Or

A reading from Deuteronomy. [Moses said to the people:] °See, I
have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. °If
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that | am
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his
ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances,
then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. }'But if
your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow
down to other gods and serve them, 8l declare to you today that you
shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to enter and possess. °I call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings
and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may

live, ®’loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to
him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may
live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 119:1-8

L Happy are they whose way is blameless,
who follow the teaching of the Lord!
C ?Happy are they who observe your decrees
and seek you with all their hearts,
L 3who never do any wrong,
but always walk in your ways.
C You laid down your commandments,
that we should fully keep them
L °Oh, that my ways were made so direct
that | might keep your statutes!
C °®Then I should not be put to shame,
when | regard all your commandments.
L ‘1 will thank you with a true heart,
when | have learned your righteous judgments.
C 8 will keep your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me.
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
L Areading from first Corinthians. Brothers and sisters, | could not

speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as
infants in Christ. 2 fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not
ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are
still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling
among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to
human inclinations? *For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and
another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human?

*What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you
7



came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. °l planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the growth. “So neither the one who plants nor
the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the

growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common
purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of

each. °For we are God'’s servants, working together; you are God'’s

field, God’s building.

L  The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please rise, as you are able.
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Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

Gospel Matthew 5:21-37
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the fifth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 2 “You have heard that it was said to
those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders
shall be liable to judgment.’ *’But | say to you that if you are angry
with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you
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insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you
say, ‘You fool,” you will be liable to the hell of fire. S0 when you are
offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or
sister has something against you, #*leave your gift there before the
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift. >Come to terms quickly with your accuser
while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may
hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will
be thrown into prison. #Truly | tell you, you will never get out until
you have paid the last penny.

2T“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit

adultery.” *®But | say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with
lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. #°If your
right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better
for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be
thrown into hell. *°And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members
than for your whole body to go into hell.

LIt was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a
certificate of divorce.” 3But | say to you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit
adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

3“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,
‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to
the Lord.” **But | say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven,
for it is the throne of God, *or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. **And do not swear
by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. *’Let your
word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from
the evil one.”



P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon

Please be seated.

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia

Please rise, as you are able.

Hymn of the Day Love Divine, All Loves Excelling No. 631
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - 1y
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - v - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - 1sh then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let wus all in thee 1in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud - den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let uws see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom -ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
till n heav’'n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry ftrem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

11



A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:
A Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom
and power revealed in Christ crucified.

C Amen.
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
After sharing the peace, please be seated.
Offering and Anthem

Seekers of Light arr. J. Martin & D. Angerman
Chancel Choir
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As the gifts are presented, please rise as you are able.
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1 As this cup of bless-ing 18 shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

A Letus pray. Liberating God,

C you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of
merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and
freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior,

Amen.

13



#)

Y |
%‘ s ¥ o o oo ¥ 5 o * o -
— — e’
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with
your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

O T

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

P  Come and taste the joy of God!
C Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice.

During the distribution, the following is sung:

0 . ] .
7 j i — ! N
29 o5 — :
’ o
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
i‘? 5 i — | | N —
3 — o9 J\; i — : . J—J—l |
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
Q 1 | [
4 — ! " - —
L(jn;‘k N — o J\f & i )
_‘_ T
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
0
A — i
4%9—‘ L » »

sin of the world; grant us peace.
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One Bread, One Body

No. 496
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One bread, one bod-y, one Lord of all; one cup of
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I Gen - tile or Jew, ser -vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y the works,
3  Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
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wom-an  Or man, no more.
one in the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.
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You Satisfy the Hungry Heart No. 484

Refrain
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You sat-is-fy the hun-gry heart with gift of fin-est wheat.
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, the bread of life to eal.
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As  when the shep-herd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;
With joy - ful lips we sing to you our praise and grat - 1 - tude
Is not the cup we blessand share the blood of Christ out-poured?
The mys-try of your pres-ence, Lord, no mor - tal tongue can tell:
You giveyour-self to us, O Lord; then self-less let wus be,
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so  when you call your fam-'ly, Lord, we  fol - low and re - joice.
that you should count us wor-thy, Lord, to share this heav’'n-ly food.
Do not one cup, one loaf, de-clare our one - ness in the Lord?
whom all the world can - not con-tain comes in  our hearts to dwell.
to  serve each oth - er in your name in truth and char - 1 - ty
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After all have communed, please rise, as you are able.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray. Holy One,

we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from
this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and
journey humbly with you. Amen.

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the
oppressor’s rod 7 bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and
always.

Amen.
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Sending Hymn O Christ, Our Hope No. 604
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1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ de - sire, cre - a - tion’s
2 How vast your mer - cy to ac - cept the bur - den
3 But Nnow the bonds of death are burst, the ran - som
4 Oh, let  your might -y love pre - wvail to purge us
5 All praise to you, as - cend - ed Lord; all glo - ry
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might-y Lord, re - deem - er of  the fall - en world, by
of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been paid; you reign a - bove at God’s right hand, in
of our pride, that we may stand be - fore  your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it blest through
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ho - ly love out- poured, by ho - ly love out- poured:
make us clean with - in, to make us clean with - in.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - rn - fied, by mer - cy pu - r - fied.
all e - ter - nm - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!

A Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
The Flowers on the Altar are Given to the Glory of God by

Gina, Jack & Sam in thanksgiving for Tim on his birthday

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing

Ray, Darius, Ken, Donna, Lind, Joan, Lauren, Betty, Doris, Theresa,
Charles, Elaine, Georgeann, Jean, Nicholas, Lois, Barbara & Bruce
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Prayers of Comfort

May the blessed hope of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus comfort
Steve and Tina Zimmerman and all who grieve the loss
of Steve’s mother Margaret.

Pray for Our Service Men and Women

Josh, Michael, Nick, Ryan, Matt, Kyle,
Christopher, Andrew, Jason, & Matthew

Text and music contained in this bulletin owned by their respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under

ONE LICENSE #A-710797. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress

License # SAS01 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license
#A-710797and Augsburg Fortress License # SAS012

SERVING TODAY 8:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
Greeters Gail Fricke Bob Breiner

Lynn Breiner
Assisting Minister Sherman Canapp, OSSD Janet DeVinney

Communion Assistants Sue Quinn Sharon Powell
Tina Zimmerman

Ushers Doyle McCracken Monica Thayer
Ray Schmalzer

Acolyte Weston Shook
Crucifer
TODAY’S EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday School for ages Pre-K — through HS Various Rooms
(see Welcome Counter for details)

Adult Lectionary Text Study Celebration Hall

Adults Gathered Together to Connect and Grow Room 209
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