21st Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026
8:30, 11:00 a.m. & Livestream
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FAITH . DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.
We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are.

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,
physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do.

All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and
grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place.




4+ GATHERING +

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4 one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the
world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show
genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our
world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your
holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through 7 Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and
the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.



Gathering Hymn God Is Here! No. 526
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we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



Hymn of Praise Bless the Lord Tore W. Aas

Bless the Lord, O my soul Pulpit side sings each line and font side repeats
Bless the Lord, O my soul The L_Ol’d 18 good
Bless the Lord, O my soul He reigns forever
Praise His holy name. He’s merciful
Repeat 2 more times Bless His holy name
Repeat first part 3x
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
A Let us pray. Sovereign God,
C raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in

your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed
by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

4+ THE WORD +

First Reading Isaiah 45:1-7

A A reading from Isaiah. ' Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to
Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
2 I'will go before you
and level the mountains;
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
3 Twill give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
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so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
‘ For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
[ give you a title, though you do not know me.
> am the Lord, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
Sso that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me,
I am the Lord, and there is no other.
71 form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the Lord do all these things.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

A

C

Psalm 96:1-9

Read Responsively

! Sing to the Lord a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.

2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.

3 Declare God'’s glory among the nations

and God’s wonders among all peoples.

4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.



A’ As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O Lord, have made the heavens.

C °®Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.

A 7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

C % Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord.

A’ Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the Lord, all the earth.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

A A reading from First Thessalonians. ' Paul, Silvanus, and
Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our
prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. * For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God,
that he has chosen you, > because our message of the gospel came to
you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved
to be among you for your sake. ° And you became imitators of us and
of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy
from the Holy Spirit, " so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in
every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no

need to speak about it. ° For they report about us what kind of
6



welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to
serve a living and true God '’ and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the
coming wrath.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15-22
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the Twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
P " The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said.

16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you

7



do not regard people with partiality. ' Tell us, then, what you think.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '® But Jesus, aware of
their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? ' Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought
him a denarius. °’ Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and
whose title? ” ?! They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them,
“Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God
the things that are God’s.” %> When they heard this, they were
amazed, and they left him and went away.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Drew McCaffery

Please stand as you are able.



Hymn of the Day

Take My Life that I May Be
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A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the
church and the world.

A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:

A Hear us, O God.

C your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:

P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken
prayers and those in our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

After sharing the peace, please be seated.
Offering
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Choir Anthem Make My Life a Song M. Rarden/M. Burrows

As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Let us pray. God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in
love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

a >

+THE EUCHARIST+

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

a~ av
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a
world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You dined
with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people
Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting
feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen
us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of
us the body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now
and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are

hungry, come!
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that
our Lord Jesus Christ—nhis true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People.
(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.)

During the distribution, the following is sung.
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Communion Hymn

We Come Now to Your Table

Refrain only after all have communed
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and now may ev-'ry soul be fed with Liv - ing  Bread.

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray. Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and
love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

a» 0
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+ SENDING +

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body
of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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Sending Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory
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free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.

A Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing

Paul, Andrea, Al, Joan, Daisy, Betty,
Jean, Nancy, Michelle, Nick and Lois

The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God

By Tim and Gina Miller in celebration of their wedding anniversary.
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Opportunities to Serve

We invite you to scan the QR code to add
yourself to the worship assistant Sign-up for
any upcoming worship services.

Thank you for being the Church together!

SERVING TODAY

Assisting Minister

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Livestream
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Sherman Canapp, OSSD

Doyle McCracken
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