
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24, 2023  - 7:30 pm & Livestream 
 

 
 

 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Senior Pastor 

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr., Interim Associate Pastor 

 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place. 
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Prelude                                                                              Barbara Skillman 
 

Christmas Acclamation  
 

Please stand, as you are able, facing the cross at the entrance of the church 

 

Entrance Hymn                 O Come, All Ye Faithful                     No.  283 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 

 

Welcome 
 

Hymn of Praise               Angels We Have Heard on High             No. 289

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in 

the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness 

of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 

First Reading                        Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

L A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  2The people who walked in 

 darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 
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 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

   

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Cantique de Noël                arr. A.L. Christopherson 

Michelle Urzynicok, clarinet 
 

Second Reading                  Titus 2:11-14 

 

L A reading from Titus.  11The grace of God has appeared, bringing 

 salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly 

 passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

 upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

 manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

 Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us 

 from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are 

 zealous for good deeds.      
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Procession                   The First Noel                                 No. 300 
Verses 1 & 2 
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Holy Gospel                            Luke 2:1-20 

 

P The holy gospel according to Luke the second chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

 world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 

 taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 

 towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

 in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

 was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 

 registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

 expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

 deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

 wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

 there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

 watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 

 before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

 were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

 see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 

 you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

 the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 

 in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was 

 with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

 saying, 

   14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

 said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

 that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 
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 they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 

 in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been 

 told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 

 what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words 

 and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

 and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

 them. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Procession          The First Noel               No. 300 
Verses 4 & 5 

 

Sermon                            The Rev. Alejandro Mejía 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day             Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing              No.  270 

 

 
 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
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with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

A Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our 

prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.  

 
A brief silence. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to 

your abundant grace. 

C Amen. 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering and Anthem  
 

Your response assures that the good news of God’s Love in Jesus continues 
to go forth from this place each day of the year. Please be generous! 

 
To give from your smartphone, text “give” to 410-673-4483. 

 

Do You Hear What I Hear                 arr. Emily Crocker 
Christmas Eve Choir 

 
As the gifts are presented, please stand as you are able. 

                                                                                     

 
 

A Let us pray.  God of abundance, 

C receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with 

 the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 

 Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your 

 grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made 

 flesh.  Amen. 
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds:  
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P  Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your 

word brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent 

your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us 

your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and 

resurrection, we await his coming again when all things will be 

restored in him. By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, 

held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining 

with the light of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
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P Glory to God in the highest! 

C Come to the table of peace. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the 
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice.   

 

During the distribution, the following is sung: 
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Communion Hymns        

 

What Child Is This               No. 296 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem           No. 279 
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Away in a Manger          No. 277 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. God our redeemer, 

C you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As 

you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your 

peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to 

us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Lighting of Candles  
 

P The people who walked in darkness  

C have seen a great light.  

P For unto us a child is born,  

C to us a son is given.  

P And his name will be called  

C Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

 Peace. 
 

As we begin to light the candles and pass the flame down the pews, please lean the unlit candle,  
keeping the lit candle upright.  Once all candles are lit, please join in singing. 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night!         No. 281 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
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P May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and 

abundant life. 

C Amen. 
 

P May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love 

and strength. 

C Amen. 
 

P May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our 

world. 

C Amen. 
 

P And the blessing of almighty God, the Parent, the + Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                       Joy to the World                       No. 267 

 
 

A Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Prelude 
 

Thank you to everyone who shared music on this special evening: 

Barbara Skillman, organ and piano accompanist;  

Michelle Urzynicok, clarinet; The LCGS Christmas Eve Choir; guest choir 

members Jonah Wade, Cecelia Tramontana, and Mia Benzon.  
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The Poinsettias are Given to the Honor & Glory of God 

 
By:       In Loving Memory of: 

Kirsten Anke Gordon & Rigmor Anke 

Roxanne Barrow Loved Ones 

Phyllis Berger Jack Berger 

Diana & Paul Bond               Gilbert & Mary Kohlhafer, Sylvester & Evelyn Bond  

Sherman & Ann Canapp Josephine Canapp & Alicia Diaz  

Shirley Ernst Loved Ones 

Kenneth & Lynn Evans Valerie Andrews 

Dick Hoffman & Family Bonnie Hoffman 

 John & Ethel Hoffman 

 Raymond & Naomi Schneehagen 

Al & Tricia Horst Laura Horst 

Merrill & Betty Messick, Jr. Our Loved Ones 

Carol Meyer Tom Meyer 

David & Joni Poust Dr. & Mrs. George Poust, 

 James & Margaret B. Hower 

Lauren Rein My Parents Rev. Edward H. Peppler & Karla Peppler 

Thelma Repp Lowell Repp 

Judith Schmoll Frederick & Stella Schmoll, 

 John & Pauline Kratz & Craig Kratz 

Marilyn Tober Parents 

Steve & Tina Zimmerman Loved Ones 

 

 

By:  In Honor of:  

Roxanne Barrow Family 

Phyllis Berger Family 

Darius & Claudia Dixon Our Family 

Gail Fricke Family 

Merrill & Betty Messick, Jr. Our Family 

Tim & Gina Miller Pastor Alejandro Mejia, Bishop Bill Gohl, 

 Barbara Skillman and the Christmas Eve Choir 

 

The wreaths are a gift from Owen & Karol Ashbrook 
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Announcements 

 

December 31st worship at 10:00 a.m. with lessons and carols  

and a service of the word.   

 

Pastors Aljandro Mejía and Bill Gohl along with the church staff wish you 

the Merriest of Christmases and Peace and Love in the New Year!   

The church office will be closed December 25 – January 2, 2024. 

 

  



24 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor pr.mejia@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon canapp.sherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Evelynn Spratt council_president@lcgselca.org          (M) 410-869-2005  
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 

 
 
 

Text and music contained in this bulletin owned by their respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-710797. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress 

License # SAS01 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license  
#A-710797and Augsburg Fortress License # SAS012   

 
 
 

SERVING THIS EVENING 7:30 p.m.                                     

Greeters Gina Miller          

           

Assisting Minister Teri King          

    

Communion Assistants Jack and Gina Miller                      

                                     

Ushers     Jennifer and Madeline Nesaw  
                

Acolyte     Finnegan Nesaw      
 
Crucifer  
 
Livestream Tech    Shawn Nesaw   
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