15" Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2026
9:30 a.m. & Livestream
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MATTHEW 18:20

FAITH . DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.
We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are.

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,
physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do.

All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and
grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place.




4+ GATHERING +

Prelude Joseph Fetters

Confession and Forgiveness

P

C

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4 one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth..
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the
world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show
genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our
world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your
holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and

the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.



Gathering Hymn As We Gather at Your Table No. 522
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let  our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic -
in the world you died
to re - peat the  sound

teach us through this
may we still  be - hold your im - age
as we join with saints and an- gels

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

try known.
to save.

-ing  joy.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the



Hymn of Praise

Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes let me see
Beauty that made

This heart adore You

Hope of a life spent with You

Refrain

So here I am to worship

Here I am to bow down

Here I am to say that You're my
God

And You're altogether lovely

Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

CCLI Song # 3266032

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. O Lord God,
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Here I am to Worship

Tim Hughes

King of all days

Oh so highly exalted

Glorious in heaven above
Humbly You came

To the earth You created

All for love's sake became poor

Refrain

And I'll never know how much it
cost

To see my sin upon that cross

Repeat 2 more times

Refrain

enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.

Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life
and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.



4+ THE WORD +

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11

A A reading from Ezekiel. 7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for
the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you
shall give them warning from me. *If I say to the wicked, “O wicked
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked
to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but
their blood I will require at your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked
to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

19 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said.:
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” ' Say to them: As I live,
says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but
that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back
from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 119:33-40

Read Responsively

A P Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

C 3 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

A ¥ Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.
C 3%Incline my heart to your decrees

and not to unjust gain.
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A " Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

C 3¥Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

A ¥ Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

C “Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

Second Reading Romans 13:8-14

A A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. ® Owe no one anything,
except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any
other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” 1° Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

I Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; ' the night is far gone; the day is near.
Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil,
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
Holy Gospel Matthew 18:15-20

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the Eighteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

P [Jesus said to the disciples:] ©° “If your brother or sister sins against
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you
are listened to, you have regained that one. '° But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you
as a gentile and a tax collector. *® Truly I tell you, whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven. ' Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree
on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father



in heaven. *° For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am
there among them.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Sermon The Rev. Emily Ewing

Please stand as you are able.



Hymn of the Day God when Human Bonds are Broken No. 603
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1 God, when hu - man bonds are bro - ken and we lack the
2 Through that still - ness, with your Spir - it come in - to our
3 You n us are bruised and bro - ken: hear us as we
4 Send us, God of new be - gin - nings, hum - bly hope - ful
5 Give us faith  to be more faith - ful, give us hope to
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love or skall to re - store the hope of  heal - ing,
world of  stress, for the sake of Christ for - giv - ing
scek  re - lease from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing;
in - to life.  Use us as a means of  bless - ing:
be more  ftrue, give us love to 2o on learn - ing:
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give us grace and make us still.
all the fail -  wures we con - fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stron - ger, give us faith.
God, en - cour -  age and re - new!

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our
prayers, confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:
Hear us, O God.
your mercy is great.

a »

The prayers conclude:

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask,

and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

After sharing the peace, please be seated.
Offering & Anthem
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As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.
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Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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with your pres - ence,

Let us pray. God of creation,

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in

love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

+THE EUCHARIST+

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow'r and might,
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est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na 1n the high - est.
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Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a
world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You dined
with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people
Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting
feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen
us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of
us the body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now
and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are

hungry, come!
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that
our Lord Jesus Christ—nhis true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People.
(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.)

During the distribution, the following is sung.
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the world; have
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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Communion Hymn Eat this Bread
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Refrain only after all have communed

m Refrain
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“Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and nev-er be hun-gry.

o

or Je - sus Christ, bread of life, those who come to you will not hun - ger.
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.”
Je - sus Christ, ris - en Lord, those who trust in you will not thirst.
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After all have communed, please stand, as you are able.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray. Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and
love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

We are blessed to have Lay Eucharistic Ministers serving here at LCGS. On the first Sunday of
each month, the bread and the wine they carry in their home communion kits are consecrated
during our service. Home communion is then offered throughout the month to those who are
unable to join us here. If you know of someone who would like to receive home communion, or
want more information, please contact the church office.
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Let us pray. Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow
him, bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick and homebound. May these gifts be signs of our
love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of
Christ, all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

+ SENDING +

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body
of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace F bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee No. 836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depthof hap - py rest!

o . .

Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

A Gooutinjoy. Be led forth in peace.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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We Welcome and Thank Pastor Emily Ewing for leading our worship
and for Joseph Fetters for providing our music!

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing

Paul, Lynne, Andrea, Al, Joan, Daisy, Betty,
Jean, Nancy, Nick and Lois

The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God

in loving memory of Lowell Repp by Thelma Repp.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

The Rev. Drew McCaffery

Sherman Canapp, OSSD Deacon
Betsey Foster, OSSD Deacon
Jessie Lim, Music Director

Gina Miller, Office Manager

Dawn Love, Church Secretary
Council President, Tina Zimmerman
Treasurer, Linda Ruese

Lois Dobart, Preschool Director

Pr.Drew@lcgselca.org
canappsherman501@gmail.com
betseyfoster@yahoo.com
Music@lcgselca.org
officemanager@lcgselca.org
officesecretary@]lcgselca.org
council_president@lcgselca.org
treasurer@lcgselca.org
school@Icgselca.org

(M) 814-538-9036
(M) 443-904-7013
(M) 443-506-1528
(O) 410-838-8081
(0) 410-838-8081
(0) 410-838-8081

(O) 410-838-8457

Text and music contained in this bulletin owned by their respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-710797. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress
License # SAS01 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license

#A-710797and Augsburg Fortress License # SAS012

Opportunities to Serve

We invite you to scan the QR code to add
yourself to the worship assistant Sign-up for

any upcoming worship services.

Thank you for being the Church together!

SERVING TODAY
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistants
Ushers

Livestream

William Wood

Sherman Canapp, OSSD

Doyle McCracken & Tina Zimmerman

Joel Raedeke
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