THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD - CHRISTMAS
Wednesday, December 20, 2023
6:45 pm live and livestreamed
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A service of remembrance, reflection,
and hope for hurting hearts.

1. DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Senior Pastor
The Rev. William (Bill) Gonhl, Jr., Interim Associate Pastor

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.
We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are.

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,
physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do.

All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and
grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place.



Prelude

Gathering Hymn

Please rise as you are able.

Come, Though Long Expected Jesus
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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray. God of grace and mercy,
you became weak so we could find strength.

You set aside your glory to hold our pain,
so we might be healed, even when there seems to be no hope.

You became one of us,
so we could never be alone, in any moment, in any circumstance.

So come now, Child of Bethlehem, to strengthen us in these days.
May we feel your presence not just as a baby born in a stable long
ago and far away,

but as the Christ born in our hearts, in our hopes, in our spirits,
in our weakness.

You have promised to go before us:
into our brokenness, fears and needs.

You go with us:
into the world’s brokenness, to calm fears and meet the needs of
others.

And yet still you are here, even now,
to hold us, to comfort us, to empower and live in us,

for Jesus’ sake.
Amen.

Please be seated.



Scripture Lesson Romans 8:31-35, 37-39, NRSV
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A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up
for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who
will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who
will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? " No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!

The Message The Most Wonderful Time of the Year?

Response to the Word John: 1-14 from The Message

P

A Reading from the Gospel of St. John: The Word was first, the Word
present to God, God present to the Word. The Word was God, in
readiness for God from day one. Everything was created through
him; nothing - not one thing! - came into being without him. What
came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by. The
Life-Light blazed out of the darkness, the darkness couldn’t put it out.
There once was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the
way to the Life-Light. He came to show everyone where to look, who
to believe in. John was not himself the Light; he was there to show
the way to the Light. The Life-Light was the real thing: Every person
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entering Life he brings into Light. He was in the world, the world was
there through him, and yet the world didn’t even notice. He came to
his own people, but they didn’t want him. But whoever did want him,
who believed he was who he claimed and would do what he said, He
made to be their true selves, their child-of-God selves. These are the
God-begotten, not blood-begotten, not flesh-begotten. The Word
became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw
the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like
Son, Generous inside and out, true from start to finish.

Amen.



Hymn of the Day It Came Upon the Midnight Clear No. 282
Verses 1& 3
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Please rise, as you are able.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.
After sharing a sign of peace, please remain standing.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you,
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

You holy, O God, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He lived
among us, as one of us, and drew to himself the poor, the lame, the
blind, all those cast out to the margins of life. To all who came, he
restored to fullness of life and led them to you. By the baptism of
Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection, you gave birth to your
church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us
a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Breathe your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on these gifts of
bread and cup. As they are the body and blood of Christ for us, so
may we be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood,
enkindled with the flame of your love.

By your Spirit bind us to Christ, one to another, together in ministry
to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at the
heavenly banquet.
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Through Jesus Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God: become what you receive.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.

Holy Communion

We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the
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wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice.

During the distribution, the following is sung:
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Tune: O Come, O Come Emmanuel, No. 257; © David Eck, used with permission
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Communion Music
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The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood strengthen
you and keep you in grace from now until life everlasting
Amen.

Candle Lighting and Prayer

P

This candle is traditionally known as the candle of Hope, but tonight
as we light this candle we acknowledge those things that rob us of
Hope.

Tonight we are seeking and waiting for Hope.

As the first candle is lit, silence for prayer is kept.

This candle is traditionally known as the candle of Peace, but tonight
as we light this candle, we acknowledge those things that rob us of
Peace.

Tonight we are seeking and waiting for Peace.

As the second candle is lit, silence for prayer is kept.

This candle is traditionally known as the candle of Joy, but tonight as
we light this candle, we acknowledge those things that rob us of Joy.
Tonight we are seeking and waiting for Joy.

As the third candle is lit, silence for prayer is kept.

This candle is traditionally known as the candle of Love, but tonight
as we light this candle, we acknowledge those things that rob us of
Love.

Tonight we are seeking and waiting for Love.

As the fourth candle is lit, silence for prayer is kept.



You are invited to come forward at this time to light as many candles
as you wish in memory of loved ones, as acknowledgment of those
things that have robbed you of hope, peace, joy, love and as petition to
God for the help that has been there for human beings in ages past.
From the shadows that surround us, let us fill this place with light.

At the conclusion of the candle lighting:

Let us pray: We have filled this sanctuary with the light of our lives
and our living. In this place there is loneliness and longing, there is
sadness and grief, there is loss and broken dreams. Yet too, in this
place there is a future waiting to be dreamed, peace that enfolds us,
joy that touches our souls with new life, love that sustains and
nurtures us. In this place, where two or three are gathered, there is
Christ, the light of the world. Send us forth to bear and bring the
light and love of Christ to others.

Amen.

The Light of Christ is within you. Let the light fill the space within
you and around you. allow the shadows to move to the edges. Feel
the hope, peace, joy and love that comes from loving God and
neighbor, serving both, for Jesus’ sake.

Amen.
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Please rise as you are able.

Sending Hymn Silent Night, Holy Night! No. 281
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A Depart in peace, the Lord is with you.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Please join us for refreshments in the Gathering Area following worship.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon
Gina Miller, Office Manager
Dawn Love, Church Secretary
Council President, Evelynn Spratt
Treasurer, Linda Ruese
Communications/Web/E-News
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director
Web address

WiFi access

pr.mejia@Icgselca.org
canappsherman501@gmail.com
officemanager@Icgselca.org
officesecretary@Icgselca.org
council_president@Icgselca.org
treasurer@lcgselca.org
communications@Icgselca.org
school@Icgselca.org
www.lcgselca.org

SSID: LCGS_Public

(0) 410-838-8081
(M) 443-904-7013
(0) 410-838-8081
(
(
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0) 410-838-8081
M) 410-869-2005

(0) 410-838-8457

Passphrase: public@LCGS

Text and music contained in this bulletin owned by their respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-710797. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress
License # SASO01 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license

#A-710797and Augsburg Fortress License # SAS012

SERVING THIS EVENING
Assisting Minister
Ushers

Livestream

Daneene Lucas

Sherman Canapp, Doyle McCracken

Shawn Nesaw
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