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In our Lutheran Tradition, liturgy reminds us that we are one in Christ, hence we do it together! Therefore, 
words in bold and designated by a “C” are the responses from the community. 
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Enter Reverently.  Meditate Quietly.  Worship Joyfully.  Serve Christ Faithfully. 

 

GATHERING  
 

Prelude                         
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are 

made, who claims us and calls us beloved. 

C     Amen. 

 

P      Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P      Holy One,  

C     we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in  

        using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not  

        see your beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin 

        that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your     

        coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands    

        to serve your creation.  Amen. 

  

P     Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the    

       door to us. Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are    

       welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the  

       promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. 

C    Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn           Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                No. 836 
 

 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  O God of justice and love, 

C you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 

Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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THE WORD 


First Reading                       Amos 5:18-24 
 

A A reading from the prophet Amos.  18Alas for you who desire the day 

of the Lord! 

  Why do you want the day of the Lord? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

A The Word of the Lord.               

C Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able.

 
Holy Gospel                           Matthew 25:1-13 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the Twenty-fifth chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be 

like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When 

the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise 

took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, 

all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a 

shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then 

all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish 

said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 

out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and 

for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, 

and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; 

and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, 

saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I 
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do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 

day nor the hour.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.               

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

Sermon                           The Rev. Carl Wetzel 
            

Please stand as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day        God of Grace and God of Glory                 No. 705 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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A Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering and Offertory 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
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A Let us pray.  God of all goodness, 

C generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, 

and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them 

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give 

thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self 

and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 

Sovereign and Servant. Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARIST



 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds: 
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P God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us 

this far along the way. 

  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the 

path of love and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known 

your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor has become 

your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good 

news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, 

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

Again, after supper… 

 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died.         Christ is risen.       Christ will come again. 

  

P Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the 

day when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of 

slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 

C Amen. 

  

P Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who 

share this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love 

and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the 

church say, Amen. 

C Amen. 
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P Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every 

age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in 

the freedom and hope of your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ 

table. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the 
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. 

 Just let the Pastor or Assistants know.)   
 

 If you require communion to be brought to you in the pew, please alert an usher. 
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During the distribution of communion, the following is sung: 
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine                No. 774 
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Let Us Break Bread Together                No. 471 
 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray. Lord Jesus, 

C in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the 

journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved 

children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on 

the way. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who 

claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give 

you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn          God Be with You Till We Meet Again           No. 536 
 

 
 

A Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

Postlude  
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The Flowers are Given to the Glory of God by 
 

Mark Leppo in honor of his and Missy’s anniversary 

And by 

Scott and Leslie Bupp in honor of Giuliana Bupp’s 2nd Birthday 

 

 

 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Ray, Darius, Donald, Al, Donna, Lind, Joan, Ed, Marion, Betty, Doris, 

Theresa, Elaine, Georgeann, Jean, Marge, Nicholas, Lois,  

Barbara & Bruce 

 

 

Pray for Members of the Military 
 

Josh, Michael, Nick, Ryan, Matt, Kyle, Christopher, 

Andrew, Jason, and Matthew  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor pr.mejia@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013 
Angela Kromm, Music Director music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Evelynn Spratt council_president@lcgselca.org          (M) 410-869-2005  
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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SERVING TODAY 8:30 a.m.   11:00 a.m.  

 

Greeters Gail Fricke     

 

Assisting Minister Sherman Canapp, OSSD  Maureen Stark 

 

Communion Assistants Tricia Horst             Sharon Powell 

  Sue Quinn             

               

Ushers Doyle McCracken             Monica Thayer 

  Tina Zimmerman              Ken Rankin 

                 

Acolytes           
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