
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2026 

9:30 a.m. & Livestream  
 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place. 
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GATHERING  
 

Prelude                                
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever.    

C Amen. 

 

P  Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Compassionate God, 

C      we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 

cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your 

yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your 

peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s 

love.     

C     Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn           For the Fruit of All Creation                   No. 679 
 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                    Here I am to Worship                 Tim Hughes 
 

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

 

Refrain 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my 

God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 

 

Refrain 

 

And I'll never know how much it 

cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

Repeat 2 more times 

 

Refrain 

CCLI Song # 3266032 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

A Let us pray. Almighty God,   

C we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and 

grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 


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THE WORD 
 

First Reading                       Proverbs 3:3-6 

 

A A reading from Proverbs.   3 Do not let loyalty and faithfulness 

forsake you; bind them around your neck; 

  write them on the tablet of your heart. 

 4 Then you will find favor and high regard 

  in the sight of God and of people. 

 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

  and do not rely on your own insight. 

 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, 

  and he will make straight your paths. 

 

A The word of the Lord.           

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm                Psalm 65:9-13 
Read Responsively 

 

A 9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very 

plenteous; the river of God is full of water. 

You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

C 10 You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 

with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 

A 11 You crown the year with your goodness, 

and your paths overflow with plenty. 

C 12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 

and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 

A 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys 

cloak themselves with grain; 

let them shout for joy and sing. 
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Second Reading           Romans 8:1-11 
 

A A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.    1 Therefore there is now 

no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of 

the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin 

and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the 

flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 

flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the 

just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 

the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind 

on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on 

the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it 

cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 

does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead 

because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 

also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

A The word of the Lord.            

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Holy Gospel                  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the Thirteenth chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P   1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 

sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 

and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he 

told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 

to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds 

came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 

did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since 

they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on 

good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 

 

 18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes 

and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 

on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
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who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a 

person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 

persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 

falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 

hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke 

the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good 

soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 

indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another 

sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.               

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                   The Rev. Drew McCaffery       
 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day                     Abide with Me                             No.  629 
 

 
 

Installation of Deacon Betsey Foster 

 

A After prayerful deliberation, we, The Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd, have called Betsey Foster to serve as Deacon, Order of St. 

Stephen. 
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P Our Lord Jesus, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith 

and a life of loving service to our neighbor. You come among us as 

one invited to render a particular service, a gift from God to inspire 

us to love and good works. 

 

Betsey, in the presence of this assembly, will you commit yourself to 

this new trust and responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from 

God? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

P Will you carry out this ministry in accordance with the holy 

scriptures and with the confessions of the Lutheran church and in 

harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

P Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in 

your use of the means of grace and in prayer? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

P Trusting in God’s care, will you seek to grow in love for those you 

serve, strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the gospel of 

Jesus Christ with a godly life? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 

P Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 

graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

P People of God, will you receive Betsey into this ministry as one sent 

to serve in the church of Jesus Christ?  

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 
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P Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work’s sake, and in 

all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 

 

P Betsey, I now declare you installed as Deacon. Almighty God bless 

you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be a 

faithful servant of Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray.  Gracious God, as you have called workers to varied 

tasks in the world and in your church, so you have called Betsey to 

this ministry. Grant her joy and a spirit of bold trust, that her work 

may stir up each of us to a life of fruitful service; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P People of God, I present to you Betsey Foster, Deacon, Order of St. 

Stephen.  Let us welcome her in the name of Christ. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 

A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
 

P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, 

we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 

 

Offering & Anthem                
 

As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

A Let us pray. Loving God, 

C  we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste 

your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 

Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 


THE EUCHARIST
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 

death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 

the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out 

to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 

of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 

and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
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P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

C Thanks be to God! 

 
Please be seated. 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the 
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that  

our Lord Jesus Christ—his true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People. 
(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.) 

 
During the distribution, the following is sung.  

 
 

Communion Hymn              Taste and See 
                   Refrain only after all have communed 

 

 
 

 
After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.   

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. Compassionate God, 

C through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 

meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We 

ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us 

now and forever. Amen. 


SENDING 


P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn            O God Beyond All Praising                  No. 880 
 

 
 

A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude  

 

Please join us for a reception in honor of  

Betsey Foster in Celebration Hall. 
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Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

 Paul, Lynne, Andrea, Al, Joan, Daisy, Betty, 

Jean, Ethel, Jocelyn, Nick and Lois 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 
 

By the LCGS Congregation in honor of Betsey Foster on her  

installation today as Order of St. Stephen, Deacon. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Drew McCaffery Pr.Drew@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com            (M) 443-904-7013 
Jessie Lim, Music Director Music@lcgselca.org              (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Tina Zimmerman council_president@lcgselca.org   
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org            (O) 410-838-8457 
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SERVING TODAY                        

                                                                              

Assisting Minister Sallie Gartside  

 

Communion Assistants Tina Zimmerman and Sherman Canapp                                              

 

Ushers Monica Thayer and Tim Miller                                                   
          

Livestream     Joel Raedeke 
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