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Through Him, All Things by Lauren Wright Pittman 

 

 
 

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place. 
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GATHERING  
 

Prelude                                 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, 

the light that no gloom can overcome, the embrace that calls us 

beloved.  

C Amen 

     

P  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with mercy 

and forgiveness, named as God’s children, and set free to walk in the 

glory of Christ. 

C Through these waters, God gathers a community -- queer and 

straight, trans and cisgender, intersex, questioning, asexual, ally, 

and those who wish to understand more, of every race and 

culture, so that no one must walk alone, but together we live in 

God’s love. 
 

P  Let us give thanks for these waters which brings us together. 
 

Water is poured into the font 
 

P  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of creation: 

for rivers and rain, oceans and springs. We give you thanks for the 

waters that sustain our community.  

We give you thanks for the waters of liberation: the Red Sea, the 

Jordan, the baptism of Jesus in the river. 

We give you thanks for the waters that claim us as your children 

and make us one body in Christ. Shine in us with the light of Christ, 

that we may see your face in one another, resist every form of hatred 

and oppression, and rejoice in the freedom of your love. 
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To you be given honor and praise, with the Spirit who broods over 

the waters, today and forever.  

C     Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn                              Gather Us In                         No.  532 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise                         Bless the Lord                        Tore W. Aas 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul 

Bless the Lord, O my soul 

Bless the Lord, O my soul 

Praise His holy name. 
Repeat 2 more times 
 
 

Sing each line after leader 
The Lord is good 

He reigns forever 

He’s merciful 

Bless His holy name 

 
Repeat first part 3x 

 

 P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

A Let us pray.  God of Beauty, 

C you gather your beloved children into your care, each one a 

unique image of you. You claim us as your own and call us to 

follow in the ways of mercy, justice, and joy. Help us move on 

from lament to build a foundation out of your loving kindness 

and justice. Strengthen our changing hearts and minds to 

continue the work of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 


 
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THE WORD 
 

First Reading            Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32          
 

A A reading from Ezekiel. 1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do 

you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 

“The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set 

on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more 

be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 

parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person 

who sins who shall die. 

 

 25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house 

of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are 

unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 

commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 

committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from 

the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, 

they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away 

from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely 

live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the 

Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 

ways that are unfair? 

 

 30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according 

to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your 

transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away 

from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, 

and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, 

O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 

says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 

A The word of the Lord.            

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm                                    Psalm 25:1-9 

 

A 1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

C 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor 

let my enemies triumph over me. 
 

A 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to 

shame who are treacherous. 

C 4 Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  

 

A 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 

salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

C  6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are 

from everlasting. 
 

A 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of 

your goodness, O Lord. 

C 8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach 

sinners in your way. 
 

A 9 You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.    

  

Second Reading                  Philippians 2:1-13         

 

A A reading from Philippians. 1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, 

any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender 

affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 

having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do 

nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility 

regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to 

your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind 

be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 



7 
 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be grasped, 

 7 but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  assuming human likeness. 

 And being found in appearance as a human, 

  8 he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every other name, 

 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not 

only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your 

own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work 

in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

A The word of the Lord.            

C Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
 

Holy Gospel                              Matthew 21:23-32             
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-first chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 

the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what 

authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 

you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 

these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it 

of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, 

‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe 

him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, 

for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do 

not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
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authority I am doing these things. 

 

 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 

said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I 

will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went 

to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he 

did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 

“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors 

and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 

you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did 

not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 

him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and 

believe him.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.               

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                                 The Rev. Mo Goff 

          Pastor, Dreams & Visions, Baltimore  

Contract Pastor, New Hope, Columbia 

             
Please stand as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day                 O God, My Faithful God                    No. 806 
 

     

 
 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
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into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

A     Gracious Lord, Let streams of your living justice flow down upon the 

        earth, 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A     O God of compassion,  

C     Receive our offering. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P God of all, we offer to you these prayers and those we hold in our      

hearts, continue to fill us with the hope and the understanding that 

we have been made in your image, yet weaving our diversity into one 

beautiful tapestry that we respect and uplift. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 
After sharing the peace, please be seated. 

 

Offering  

 

Choir Anthem                Sing of the Lord’s Goodness            Ernest Sands        
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As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.  
 

 

A Let us pray. God of Creation, 

C  you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.  

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in 

love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 

 

THE EUCHARIST
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed our right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, God of justice 

and accompaniment, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You made us 

all in your image; in the spirit of abounding love and creativity, you 

formed us. You sent us your advocate so that we can know how to 

advocate for our beloveds as you strengthen us to love and uphold 

one another. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 
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P   Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a 

world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed 

your people Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat 

with sinners and to become food for the world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the 

grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting 

feast. 

 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to 

serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us 

the body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are 

hungry, come! 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

Please be seated. 
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the 
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that  

our Lord Jesus Christ—his true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People. 
 

(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice.) 
 

During the distribution, the following is sung: 
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Communion Hymn       Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 
                   Refrain only after all have communed 

 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray. Sustaining God, 

C with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a 

needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and 

love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

SENDING 


P May the Creator of all embolden us to be fiercely and authentically 

human. May the Holy Protector guide us as we continue to discover 

the fullness of who we are. And may the Spirit of Truth and Wisdom 

guide us to seek justice for all.  

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn            What God Ordains Is Goo Indeed              No. 776 

 
 

A Go forth with courage, loving God and serving neighbors. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude  

 

 

Thank you to Pastor Mo Goff for leading worship this morning and 

bringing us the word!     
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Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

 Paul, Lynne, Andrea, Al, Joan, Daisy, Betty, 

Jean, Nancy, Nick and Lois 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 
 

by Bruce & Gail Amrein in honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Drew McCaffery Pr.Drew@lcgselca.org   (M) 814-538-9036 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com            (M) 443-904-7013 
Betsey Foster, OSSD Deacon betseyfoster@yahoo.com                        (M) 443-506-1528 
Jessie Lim, Music Director Music@lcgselca.org              (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Tina Zimmerman council_president@lcgselca.org   
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org            (O) 410-838-8457 
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SERVING TODAY                   8:30 am                        11:00 am  

                                                                              

Assisting Minister                    Tina Zimmerman Sherman Canapp, OSSD 

 

Communion Assistants              Lis Miller                                             

 

Ushers                                    Doyle McCracken          Monica Thayer 

                                      Sherman Canapp, OSSD Tim Miller 

          

Livestream      Joel Raedeke 
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