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At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus ’disciples at this place. 
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Enter Reverently.  Meditate Quietly.  Worship Joyfully.  Serve Christ Faithfully. 

 

GATHERING  

Prelude                                                                                  Denni Arrup 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens 

and draws near to us with salvation. 

C Amen. 
 

P God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 

Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Everlasting God, 

C you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, 

greed, and self-centeredness that make us reluctant to work 

against oppression. We are complicit in systems of exploitation. 

We choose comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s 

bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. 

Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the 

sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

 

P Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of 

salvation and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender 

compassion of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s 

covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 

C Amen. 
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Opening Hymn                    Hark, the Glad Sound!                      No.  239 
 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you. 
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 

C By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening 

dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of 

your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 


THE WORD 

 

Psalm              Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Read responsively. 

 

L 1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

 you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

C  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 

 2before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
 

L Stir up your might, 

  and come to save us! 

C  3Restore us, O God; 

 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 

L  4O Lord GOD of hosts, 

 how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 

C   5You have fed them with the bread of tears, 

  and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
 

L  6You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 

  our enemies laugh among themselves. 

C  7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
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L  17But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

 the one whom you made strong for yourself. 

C  18Then we will never turn back from you; 

 give us life, and we will call on your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

 
 

  



6 

 

Holy Gospel                                  Mark 13:24-37 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be 

falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 

power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven. 

 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 

tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for 

you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on 

a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 

with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 

master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 

cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he 

comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

Advent Wreath Lighting 
 

One candle of the Advent Wreath is lit as stanza 1 of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is sung. 

 

Sermon                                                        The Rev. Alejandro Mejía 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day               All Earth is Hopeful                   No. 266 
 

 
 

Council Installation  

 

P Let us begin in the name of the Parent, and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. The following people have been elected and appointed by the 

congregation to positions of leadership. We give thanks for their 

willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of 

Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that 

these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our 

mutual mission as a congregation. 
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A Connie Charitonuk, Gail Fricke, Daneene Lucas, David Poust, 

Linda Ruese, Steve Starbuck, Deb Smeton, Daisy Shook, 

Ruthann Sutherland, and Tina Zimmerman 
  

P A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the 

same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 

and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 

activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation 

of the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

 

P You have been elected and appointed to positions of leadership and 

trust in this congregation. 

 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith 

bear witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the whole 

church. 

 

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in 

worship, learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission 

of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in 

this community, and in the whole world. 
 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit 

who empowers you may be glorified. 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, 

harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation. 

On behalf of your siblings in Christ, I ask you: 

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices 

to which you have been elected? 

Response:     I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
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P People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected 

leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has 

given to all who are baptized? 

C We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

P I now declare you installed as council members and officers of this 

congregation.  Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and 

your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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A With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all who await God’s day of restoration. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us 

with your great and everlasting mercy. 

C Amen. 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering and Offertory                        
 

As the gifts are presented, please stand as you are able. 
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A Let us pray.  God our provider, 

C by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. 

Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a 

sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 


THE EUCHARIST
 

 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds:  
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P Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you, saying: 

Your mercy endures forever. 

C Your mercy endures forever. 

  

P By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, 

granting them life and calling them to flourish, setting the sign of 

your bow in the clouds, the colors of your love and faithfulness. 

Your mercy endures forever. 

C Your mercy endures forever. 

  

P By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, blessing 

them with family outnumbering the stars and calling them to be a 

blessing to others, showing them steadfast love in every generation 

and calling them to be a light to the nations. Your mercy endures 

forever. 

C Your mercy endures forever. 

  

P By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us 

into your living Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-

giving love. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed…. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,… 

 

P With this bread and cup we remember his life laid down and lifted up 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless us to be a blessing. Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 

Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to serve the world with 

mercy and love. 

  

With all the saints in light, with the earth and all its creatures, with 

sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, 

in your Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

P In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your 

place at the table. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the 
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. 

 Just let the Pastor or Assistants know.)   
 

 If you require communion to be brought to you in the pew, please alert an usher. 
  



16 

 

During the distribution of communion, the following is sung: 
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling            No. 631 
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Blessed Assurance          No. 638 
 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our risen Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. Generous God, 

C in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to 

see together. Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim 

your good news of liberation and release, brought to birth in 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

We are blessed to have Lay Eucharistic Ministers serving here at LCGS. On the first Sunday of 
each month, the bread and the wine they carry in their home communion kits are consecrated 
during our service. Home communion is then offered throughout the month to those who are 
unable to join us here. If you would like to join this ministry, know of someone who would like to 
receive home communion, or want more information, please contact the church office. 
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P Let us pray. Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow 

him, bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with 

those who are sick and homebound. May these gifts be signs of our 

love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of 

Christ, all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

P The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, 

and the anointing of the Spirit ☩ remain upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn                   Christ, Be Our Light                   No. 715 
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A Go in peace. Keep awake. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

We welcome and thank Denni Arrup for leading our music 

 during worship this morning! 

 

The Flowers are Given to the Glory of God by 

Dick Hoffman in loving memory of Bonnie on her birthday, December 7th 

And by 

Geoff and Janet DeVinney in Honor of Kalani DeVinney’s birthday 

 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Ray, Darius, Lynn, Donald, Al, Donna, Lind, Joan, Ed, Marion, Betty, 

Doris, Theresa, Elaine, Georgeann, Jean, Marge, Nicholas, Lois,  

Barbara & Bruce 
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