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C = Congregation   P = Presiding Minister     A = Assisting Minister 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                                                                
Please stand, as you are able. 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P God for whom we wait, 

C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We 

fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our 

call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in material 

wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we 

are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, 

Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
 

P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children 

of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of 

divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn             
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy 

Spirit, and the peace of God, which surpasses understanding, be with 

you all. 

C  And also with you. 

 

A Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks 

our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles 

on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be 

light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we 

may welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through 

Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

C Amen. 
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As we light the first candle on the Advent wreath, we sing verse 1 below: 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Reading      Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 

 

A A reading from Jeremiah.  1These are the words of the letter that the 

prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders among 

the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to 

Babylon. 4Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 

exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5Build 

houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 

produce. 6Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for 

your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear 

sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7But seek 

the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
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the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your 

welfare. 8For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not 

let the prophets and the diviners who are among you deceive you, 

and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9for it is a lie that 

they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the 

LORD. 

 
10For thus says the LORD: Only when Babylon's seventy years are 

completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and 

bring you back to this place. 11For surely I know the plans I have for 

you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 

you a future with hope. 12Then when you call upon me and come and 

pray to me, I will hear you. 13When you search for me, you will find 

me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14I will let you find me, says 

the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the 

nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, 

and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into 

exile. 

 

A The word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Children’s Message  

 

Sermon                                          The Rev. Greg Fetzer 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Hymn of the Day   
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A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
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accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

A In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 

places that yearn for God’s presence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers:  

A Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

 The prayers conclude: 
P God of new life, you come among us in the places we least 

expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 

name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing a non-contact sign of peace from your pew, please be seated. 
 

Offering  
     

Offertory 
Please stand, as you are able. 
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A Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, 

C we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all 

your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 

simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 
 

 
 

 
The Thanksgiving continues with the preface. 
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P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, 

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we 

brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to 

proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son 

Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await 

his coming again in righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us 

and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase 

our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. Through 

him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 

Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

Please be seated. 
 

We welcome to the table all baptized Christians who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in 
the bread and the wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. 

 Just let the Pastor or Assistants know.)   If you require communion be brought to you in the pew, please 
alert an usher. 

 
If you are unable to attend in-person worship and would like to receive communion at home,  

please contact the church office. 
 

During the distribution, the following is sung: 
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Please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray. Most High God, 

C you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, 

form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 

grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 
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P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ 

Jesus for whom we wait. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn   

 
 

A Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude                          
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Daily Readings and Reflections 

from Living the Word Small Group Guides 
 

Sunday—Read Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 

Despite being sent into exile, God’s people are promised God’s protective presence 

and care. Take some time today to thank God for being present in your life. 

Monday—Read Jeremiah 29:15-23 

Jeremiah tells the people that the ones they left behind in Jerusalem will be 

destroyed. Have you ever escaped a disaster—a flood, hurricane, or tornado? How 

did it feel to hear about the ones who stayed behind? 

Tuesday—Read Jeremiah 30:1-11 

God promises to deliver the people of the northern kingdom (Israel/Jacob) as well 

as those from the southern kingdom—but not before there has been tremendous 

pain. How can you reassure someone who is in trouble by promising a bright future 

without minimizing their current pain? 

Wednesday—Read Jeremiah 31:1-14 

God will restore the people to their homes. This time of year, weather can get quite 

chilly in the northern hemisphere, which is particularly challenging for people 

experiencing homelessness. If this is the case where you live, find out if your 

church can supply warm clothing to a shelter. 

Thursday—Read Jeremiah 31:31-40 

God promises a new covenant. The people have not done well on their record of 

keeping the first covenant God made with them. They might now be in exile, but 

God promises not to abandon them. Ever. What verse in this passage really 

stands out to you? Why? 

Friday – Read Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:1-10 

Ezekiel is called to be a prophet. Reflect on a time that you were tasked with being 

the bearer of bad news. How did it feel? How did the hearers respond? 

Saturday – Read Ezekiel 3:1-11 

Ezekiel eats the scroll. Reflect on what God might be trying to communicate to you 

that you are having a hard time hearing—pray for God to help you open your heart 

to God’s message. 

 

Text for next Sunday 

Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
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The Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 
 

By Ray Atkins in Memory of our marriage,  

67 years ago. I miss you, Alma. 

 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Trudy, Claudia, Sallie, Lester, Joan, Donna, Lind, Joan, Don, Dot, Silvia, 

Betty, Carol, Lis, Elsie-Marie, Laura, Helen, Jim, Theresa, Harry, Pam, 

Georgeann, Jean, Paul, Debbie, Lois, Steve, Michelle, Wendie, & Steve 

 

 

Pray for Our Service Men and Women 
 

Josh, Michael, Nick, Derek, Christopher, 

Kyle, Andrew, Jason, Matt, and Christopher 

 
 

  



16 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

The Rev. Greg Fetzer, Senior Pastor pr.greg.fetzer@lcgselca.org                 (C) 410-456-3856 
Sallie J. Gartside, OSSD sallieabn@aol.com   (C) 410-218-2614 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD scanapp@belairroadsupply.com (C) 443- 904-7013 
Angela Kromm, Music Director music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Laura Runyeon council_president@lcgselca.org  
Treasurer, Lindsay Guckert treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org                             (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
 
 
 
Text and music contained in this bulletin owned by their respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-710797. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress 
License # SAS01 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-
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SERVING TODAY 8:00 a.m.  11:00 a.m. 
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Assisting Minister Sallie Gartside           Sherman Canapp 

   

 

Ushers Doyle McCracken            Debbie Dawson  

  Sherman Canapp                          Steve Dawson     

                

Acolyte                

 

Tech Team              Joel Raedeke/Shawn Nesaw 
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