14th Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025 8:30, 11:00 a.m. & Livestream

FAITH . DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.
We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are.

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,
physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do.

All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and
grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place.




4+ GATHERING +

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4+ one God, our maker, our helper, and
our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.

We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.
Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.



Entrance Hymn

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High

No. 857

Sing through twice
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Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your prais -es.
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I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’'m so glad you came to save us.
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to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.

from the grave

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.




Canticle of Praise Shout to the Lord ELW # 821
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My Je - sus, my Sav-ior, Lord, there is none like you.
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All of my days I want to praise  the won-ders of your might-y  love.
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My com - fort, my shel-ter, tow-er of ref - uge and strength;
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let ev-ry breath, all that I am nev-er cease to wor-ship you.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. O God,

overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to
yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your
loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and
may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Please be seated.

4+ THE WORD +

First Reading Exodus 32:7-14

A A reading from Exodus. " The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at
once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt,
have acted perversely; ® they have been quick to turn aside from the
way that I commanded them, they have cast for themselves an image
of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!” 7 ? The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how
stiff-necked they are. 1’ Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn
hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I will make a
great nation.”

"I But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of
the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? ° Why
should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought
them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the
face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath, change your mind
and do not bring disaster on your people. > Remember Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own
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self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.” ” '* And

the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to
bring on his people.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 51:1-10

A ! Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

C 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.

A S For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.

C *Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your
sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment

A °Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.

C °Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.

A "Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.

C ®Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.

A ?Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
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10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17

A
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A reading from first Timothy. "I am grateful to Christ Jesus our
Lord, who has strengthened me, because he considered me faithful
and appointed me to his service, ©° even though I was formerly a
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, '* and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. I° The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the
foremost. 1% But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me,
as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal

life. ' To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-10
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

I Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] ° And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3So he told them this parable: * “Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine
in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds
it? ° And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and
rejoices. ° And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost
sheep.’ " Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one



sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need
no repentance.

% “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them,
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she
finds it? ° And when she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin
that I had lost.” 1° Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Sermon The Rev. Drew McCaffery

Please stand as you are able.



Hymn of the Day There is a Balm in Gilead No. 614
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1 Some - ttmes [ feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho-1ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.
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Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles” Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and

earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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A Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world,

and all in need.
A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:
God of grace,
receive our prayer.

a >

The prayers conclude:
P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and friend.

C Amen.
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

After sharing the peace, please be seated.

Offering & Anthem We are Many Parts Marty Haugen
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As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Let us pray. Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who
richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless
all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

+THE EUCHARIST+

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn.
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Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a
world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed
your people Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat
with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting
feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us
the body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now
and forever.

Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of

mercy.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that
our Lord Jesus Christ—nhis true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People.

(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.)
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During the distribution, the following is sung:
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Communion Hymn

Take My Life, That I May Be

No. 583
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Take my life, that 1 may be con - se -crat - ed, Lord,
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| Take my hands and let them move
2 Take my sil - ver and my gold,
3 Take my voice and  let me sing
4 Take my will and  make it thine;
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After all have communed, please stand, as you are able.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray. O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to
be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

+ SENDING +

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who

gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, F bless you
now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound No. 779
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that

2 "Twas  grace that taught  my heart to fear, and

3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I

4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his

5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! I once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has  brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my  shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’'ve  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d  first be - gun.

A Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healino

Paul, Jessie, Kathy, Donna, Al, Andrea, Joan, Ed,
Marion, Betty, Jean, Lois, Barbara & Bruce

The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God

By Carroll & Dawn Baker in thanksgiving for many blessings!
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SERVING TODAY
Assisting Minister
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