Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026
8:30 & 11:00 am
Livestream at 11:00

FAITH . DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.
We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are.

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,
physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do.

All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and
grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place.




4+ GATHERING +

Prelude

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!!! Alleluia!!!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the
Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water is poured into the baptismal font

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of
creation.:morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed
are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.



P Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you
honor and praise, now and forever.

C Amen.

Entrance Hymn Come Down, O Love Divine No. 804
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - 1 - 'ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will  long,
n H ]
y #i | |
-t o o | |
7 . c
and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - i - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out- pass the pow’r of hu - man tell -  ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart, = which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in  the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



This is the Feast

Hymn of Praise
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu - ia.

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Let us pray. Almighty an ever-living God,

C you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great
mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the
world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
<4+ THE WORD +
First Reading Acts 17:22-31

A A reading from Acts. #’ Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said,
“Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you are in every way. %3 For

as [ went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your
5



worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this [
proclaim to you. ** The God who made the world and everything in it,
he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by
human hands, % nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath
and all things. *° From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, *" so that they would
search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. °° For ‘In him we live
and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have
said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity
is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. ° While God has overlooked the times of
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, 3! because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm Psalm 66:8-20
Read responsively
A 9 Bless our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be heard.
C ’Our God has kept us among the living

and has not allowed our feet to slip.



9 For you, O God, have tested us,

you have tried us just as silver is tried.
1'You brought us into the net;

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and
water,

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

13T will enter your house with burnt offerings

and will pay you my vows—

™ those that I promised with my lips

and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.

5T will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of
rams;

I will give you oxen and goats.

6 Come and listen, all you who believe,

and I will tell you what God has done for me.
171 called out to God with my mouth,

and praised the Lord with my tongue.

8If I had cherished evil in my heart,

the Lord would not have heard me;,

?but in truth God has heard me

and has attended to the sound of my prayer.

0 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing love from me.

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22

A A reading from First Peter. '3 Now who will harm you if you are

eager to do what is good? '? But even if you do suffer for doing what
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is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, I° but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you, '°yet do it with gentleness and
respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned,
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to
shame. '’ For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should
be God'’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. ' For Christ also suffered
for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in
the spirit, ' in which also he went and made a proclamation to the
spirits in prison, *’ who in former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark,
in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. *! And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of
dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, * who has gone into heaven
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
made subject to him.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
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Holy Gospel John 14:15-21
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The Holy Gospel according to John, the Fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ° “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. '° And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you forever. '’ This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. '’ In a little
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I
live, you also will live. °° On that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you. *! They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Message

Sermon The Rev. Drew McCaffery

Please stand as you are able.



Hymn of the Day Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing No. 389
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1 Christ 1s a - live! Let Chris-tians sing.  The cross  stands

2 Christ 1s a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant

3 In ev - 'ty in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,

4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the

5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
IL£ “ﬁ | . % i

1 i J = = (7] el !

J ~— e “
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years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - i, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - 'ry age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

a »

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is

10



seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

A Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation
A brief silence.
After each portion of the prayers:
A Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
The prayers conclude:

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
risen Savior.

C Amen.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

After sharing the peace, please be seated.
Offering & Anthem Ave Maria Giulio Caccini

Choir
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As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.

Refrain / Estribillo
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walk - ing with my friends and my fam - 1 - ly

Let us pray. Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we
will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and
blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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+THE EUCHARIST+

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true
Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;, who in dying
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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God of yesterday, tomorrow, and right now, God of the sun, the
moon, and the pink before dawn, God of our head, our heart, and our
gut, we are full of Alleluias.

Holy God, we are full of Alleluias because this morning the sun rose
once again. This morning, the birds sang for you. This morning
children laughed, flowers bloomed, and hope was shared.

We have heard how the stone was rolled away. We dare to believe
that life is stronger than death and love is stronger than evil. So
today, we are full of Alleluias. Today we are full of hope.

However, we know that not every day feels like today. Just days ago,
we walked the path to the cross. Just days ago, we remembered the
violence humanity is capable of. Just days ago, we remembered the
cruelty that this world knows all too well. So on this hopeful day, as
well as on those grief-filled days, we ask that you would meet us here.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying.: Take
and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Meet us in this sanctuary. Meet us in this community. Meet us at this
Table. Pour out your Spirit on this bread and cup. Roll back the
stone, again and again, as many times as it takes for us to see you.
Call us by name, again and again, as many times as it takes for us to
hear you. Pull us from the trenches of our grief, and give us reason to
hope.

14
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As you do, we will keep singing your praises, we will come back to
this Table, we will continue to bring you our hope, our grief, and our
trust in you.

With a mouth full of Alleluias, we join our voices once more to pray
the prayer your Son taught:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that
our Lord Jesus Christ—nhis true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People.

(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.)
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During the distribution, the following is sung.
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sin of the world, grant us peace.

Communion Hymn Eat this Bread, Drink This Cup No. 492
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11 will bless the Lord at all times, praise with heart and voice;
2 Look up - on the Lord, be ra - diant, nev - er turn  a - way.
3 An - gels fold their wings a-round us, guard through good and ill.
4 Saints of God, bow down and wor - ship, bless the ho - ly name.
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won -drous deeds pro - claim!

Those who seek the
Rise to tell God’s great-ness for - ev - er,
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After all have communed, please stand, as you are able.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray. Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious

hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the
nations. In the name of Jesus, amen.

a» 0

+ SENDING +

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless
you now and forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Hymn Alleluia! Sing to Jesus No. 392
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out of ev - ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
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A Goin peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing

Gail, Paul, Ann, Donna, Andrea, Al,
Joan, Betty, Carol, Jean, Joan S.,
Jocelyn, Nick, Lois

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God

by Shirley Ernst in memory of her dear friend, Juanita Tausendschoen on
the 4™ Anniversary of her passing and for her birthday.
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