
Seventh Sunday of Easter & Ascension of Our Lord 
May 17, 2026 

8:30 & 11:00 am  

Livestream at 11:00 
 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place. 
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GATHERING  
 

Prelude                                
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed!!! Alleluia!!! 
      
P  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the 

Lamb!        

C Amen. 
 

P Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.  
 

Water is poured into the baptismal font  
 

P Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 

creation:morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

C      You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 

P Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 

journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 

resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 

are you. 

C      You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

P Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. 

C      You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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P Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 

making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you 

honor and praise, now and forever. 

C      Amen. 
 

Entrance Hymn          All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!         No. 634 

 
 

 

 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                         This is the Feast   
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

A Let us pray. O God of glory, 

C your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 

hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, 

that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 


THE WORD 

 

First Reading                      Acts 1:6-14 

           
A A reading from Acts.  6 When [the apostles] had come together, they 

asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 
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or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 

white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 

 

 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they 

had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 

staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 

women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

A The word of the Lord.           

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading            1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 

A A reading from First Peter.   12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the 

fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as 

you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and 

shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is 

the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
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 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so 

that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, 

because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 

someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know 

that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 

same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 

you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

 

A The word of the Lord.            

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing of the Graduates (11am) 
 

P We invite the graduates of the Class of 2026 and their parents to 

come forward. 
 

P We rejoice with you as you complete this phase of your education.  

  

 We, your Good Shepherd family, share pride in your accomplishment 

and desire to walk with you as you continue your life and faith 

journeys. 
 

Parents, it wasn’t that long ago when you presented your children for 

Holy Baptism. You promised to bring them to worship, teach them the 

Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, the ten Commandments, place in their 

hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for their instruction in the 

Christian faith. Now they stand before us as young adults. They are 

becoming the individuals that God’s has prepared them to be. The 

writer of Proverbs tells us “Train children in the right way and when 

old, they will not stray.”  (Proverbs 22:6)  
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And in Exodus we read, “I am going to send an angel in front of you, 

to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have 

prepared.” (Exodus 23:20) 
 

Parents, do you promise to support and encourage your child as they 

continue to grow in God’s love?  

Parents Respond: I do and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P And now I ask the congregation, will you continue to support these 

young people in their faith journeys by lifting them up in prayer?  

C We will with God’s help and guidance.  
 

P A reading from Jeremiah, “Now the word of the Lord came to me 

saying, 5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 

you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the 

nations.” 6 Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to 

speak, for I am only a boy." 7 But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, 'I 

am only a boy'; or you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you 

shall speak whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I 

am with you to deliver you, says the Lord." (Jer. 1:4-8 NRS)  
 

And finally our graduates, do you intend to continue in the promise 

God made with you in your baptism: 

To live among God’s faithful people 

To hear God’s Word and share in his supper 

To proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ through word and deed 

To serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus 

And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Graduates Respond:     I do and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

Graduates kneel and parents lay hands on them for the blessing. 
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P Let us pray.  Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have 

made these people your own, You forgave them all their sins and 

brought them to newness in life. Continue to strengthen them with the 

Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: the spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence; through Jesus Christ, your son, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

P In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he writes; Finally, beloved, 

whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worth praise, think about these 

things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received 

and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

(Philippians 4:4-9) 
 

The Lord almighty, bless you and guide your days and your actions 

in his peace.  

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Holy Gospel                      Luke 24:44-53 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the Twenty-Fourth chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P  44 [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my 

words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 

must be fulfilled.”45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day 47 and 

that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses 

of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.” 

 

 50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, 

he blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from 

them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and they were continually in 

the temple blessing God. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.               

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

  

Children’s Message 

 

Sermon                   The Rev. Drew McCaffery       
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day              A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!           No. 393 
   

 
 

The 8:30 a.m. service continues with the Nicene Creed on page 15. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

P In baptism our gracious heavenly Parent frees us from sin and death 

by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy 

Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the 

church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion 

of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
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P Who presents this child to receive the sacrament? 

Stacey and Russ:  I present Anna Grace for baptism. 

 

P Elizabeth and Steve, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace 

and love of God, do you desire to have Anna Grace baptized into 

Christ? 

Elizabeth & Steve: I do. 
 

P As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are 

entrusted with responsibilities: 

 to live with Anna Grace among God's faithful people, 

 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,  

and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in her hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

 so that Anna may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

  and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Anna Grace grow in the Christian faith and 

life? 

Elizabeth & Steve: I do. 

 

P Stacy and Russ, do you promise to nurture Anna in the Christian faith 

as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the 

covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 

Stacy & Russ: I do. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

P People of God, do you promise to support Anna and pray for her in 

her new life in Christ?        

C We do. 
. 
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P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the 

powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that 

draw you from God? 

C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 
 

Please be seated. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



14 
 

P Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice 

thundered over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and 

send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. 

In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and 

you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 
 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has 

carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, 

and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over 

to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; 

clothe the baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, 

no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, but one with all 

the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Anna Grace, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

P Sustain Anna with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 

both now and forever. 
 

P Anna Grace, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
 



15 
 

P Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have 

the light of life. 
 

Pastor introduces the newly baptized to the congregation. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

A Let us welcome Anna as our sibling in Christ through baptism. 

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we 

share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing 

God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

The 11 a.m. service continues with the “Prayers of the Church” on page 16. 

 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.  
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

A Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
 

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 

good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

risen Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 

 

Offering & Anthem              Christ Be Beside Me            Malcolm Archer 
Choir 
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As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. Merciful God, 

C  accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 

have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we 

will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and 

blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,  Amen.  


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THE EUCHARIST
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true 

Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying 

has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And 

so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 

angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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P    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Meet us in this sanctuary. Meet us in this community. Meet us at this 

Table. Pour out your Spirit on this bread and cup. Roll back the 

stone, again and again, as many times as it takes for us to see you. 

Call us by name, again and again, as many times as it takes for us to 

hear you. Pull us from the trenches of our grief, and give us reason to 

hope.  As you do, we will keep singing your praises, we will come 

back to this Table, we will continue to bring you our hope, our grief, 

and our trust in you. 

 

P With a mouth full of Alleluias, we join our voices once more to pray 

the prayer your Son taught: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
Please be seated. 
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All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the 
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that  

our Lord Jesus Christ—his true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People. 
 

(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.) 
 

During the distribution, the following is sung. 

 
 

 

  



21 
 

Communion Hymn           O Christ, Our Hope                        No. 604 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.   

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. Holy One, 

C through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious 

hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 

nations. In the name of Jesus, amen.  



 
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SENDING 


P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless 

you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing       No. 385 
 

 
 

A Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 

Postlude  
 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Gail, Paul, Ann, Donna, Andrea, Al, 

 Joan, Betty, Carol, Jean, Joan S.,  

Jocelyn, Nick, Lois 
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Pray for the newly Baptized 
 

Anna Grace  

Child of Elizabeth and Steve Selvage 

 
Pray for our Graduates 

 

Alex Christopher Canapp graduated from UCF with a  

degree in Computer Science. 

 

Sam Miller graduated from Susquehanna University with a BFA in Graphic 

Design and a minor in Music Production.  Sam is looking for full-time design 

opportunities and freelance jobs. 

 

Sam Raedeke is graduating from Towson University with a Bachelor of Health 

Professions, majoring in sports management with minors in economics, 

business and marketing. Sam is searching for employment, looking to become 

a Director of Basketball Operations at a university or professional 

organization. 

 

Ezra Rao is graduating from Franklin High School in Franklin Township, New 

Jersy.  She will be taking classes at Middlesex College while she  

decides on a major to study. 

 

Emma Runyeon graduated with a double major in Finance and Marketing, a 

minor in journalism and communications and a data analytics certification 

from the University of South Carolina, Darla Moore School of Business. She 

will be moving to Charlotte, North Carolina in the fall to work in Finance. 

 

Emma Shook is graduating from the Biomedical Sciences Program at Bel Air 

High School.  She is attending William & Mary University to study Human 

Health and Physiology to become a Physician Assistant.  

 

Eleanor Starbuck is graduating from Edgewood High School’s International 

Baccalaureate program.  She will be attending the University of Maryland 

College Park in the Fall where she will major in microbiology. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Drew McCaffery Pr.Drew@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD  canappsherman501@gmail.com                (M) 443-904-7013 
Jessie Lim, Music Director Music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Tina Zimmerman council_president@lcgselca.org   
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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