
First Sunday of Christmas  
Sunday, December 29, 2024 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor 
 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus ’disciples at this place. 
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Prelude 

                                                                            

Entrance Carol             O Come, All Ye Faithful                  No.  283 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God,  

C and open our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all 

things we may think and act according to your good will and may 

live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

  Lessons & Carols 
 

First Reading              Isaiah 9:2-7  
God promises a king 

 

L A reading from Isaiah.  2 The people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you  

have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the 

tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 

burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 

endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will  

establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 

time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 

this. 
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The First Noel             No. 300 
verse 1 & 2 
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Second Reading              Micah 5:2-5a 
The king will come from Bethlehem 

 

P A reading from Micah.  2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 

me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his 

kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and 

feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name 

of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be 

great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

 

  The First Noel             No. 300 
verse 3 & 4 

 

Third Reading              Luke 1:26-35 
The Annunciation to Mary 

 

L A reading from Luke.  26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 

by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to 

a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's 

name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored 

one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 

said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 

his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel,  
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"How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 

be called Son of God. 

 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came            No. 265 
Verses 1 & 2 
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Fourth Reading              Luke 2:1-7 
The Birth of Jesus 

 

P 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 

towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came            No. 265 
Verses 3 & 4 

 

Fifth Reading              Luke 2:8-16  
The Shepherds Go to See the Savior 

 

L 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see 

— I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 

in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
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 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the      

shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

child lying in the manger. 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem            No. 279 
Verses 1 & 2 
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Sixth Reading         Matthew 2:1-11  
The Magi Follow the Star 

 

L A reading from Matthew.  1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was 

born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of 

the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to 

pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 

and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 

to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 

    6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

    for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 

the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the 

star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem            No. 279 
Verses 3 & 4 
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Seventh Reading             John 1:1-14  
The Mystery of the Incarnation 

 

L A reading from John.  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with 

God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. 

 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 

yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and 

his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 

will of man, but of God. 

 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
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The Bells of Christmas            No. 298 
Verses 1 - 4 

 

 

L Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the 

church, the earth, and all people. 
A brief silence. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

L God of Grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made 

known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering  
 

As the gifts are presented, please stand as you are able. 
 

In the Bleak Midwinter         Verse 3 

 

A Let us pray.  God of heaven and earth, 

C from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take 

delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now 

these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the 

chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to day. 

Amen. 
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P Let us pray.  Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word 

you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth 

beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  For your Word of 

life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful 

gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway 

home from exile, wisdom for life with you.  For your Word of life, O 

God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 

 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 

witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by 

death, the way of your self-giving love.  For your Word of life, O 

God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 

 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew 

our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a 

world in need.  Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who 

call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

P The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with 

grace, illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and always. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Carol          Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  No. 288    
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A Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Prelude 

 

 

Thanks to Kendall Marx for adding to today’s music! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Drew McCaffery Pr.Drew@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com                (M) 443-904-7013 
Jessie Lim, Music Director Music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Steve Starbuck council_president@lcgselca.org   
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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SERVING TODAY   

 

Greeters      

 

Assisting Minister Sherman Canapp         

               

Ushers    
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