
Epiphany of Our Lord Sunday 

January 4, 2026 

8:30 & 11:00 am and Livestream 

 

 

 
 

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place. 
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GATHERING  
 

Prelude                                 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace. 

C     Amen. 

P   Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P      Reconciling God, 

C we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and 

despair. We confess that we have not always prepared room in 

our hearts for your love; we have not always recognized your 

presence among us; we have not always embraced your message 

of peace.  
 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and 

fear. We confess our failure to make room for those seeking 

refuge; our participation in violent systems that harm your 

innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. 
 

Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your 

salvation. Amen. 

 

P God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence 

redeems the whole creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth 

rejoice and be glad! 

C      Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn         We Three Kings of Orient Are              WOV 646 

 
 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                        Glory to God                      Marty Haugen  
 

Please join in singing the refrain, to the tune of O Come all Ye Faithful 
The choir will sing the verses and then, you are invited to sing the final refrain. 

 

Refrain: Glory to God, glory in the highest,  

peace to God’s people upon the earth. 
 

Final refrain:  Glory to God, glory in the highest,  

peace to God’s people upon the earth.       

Glory to God, all glory in the highest.  

O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him.   

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.   

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

A Let us pray.  Almighty God,  

C you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate 

Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that 

we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 


THE WORD 

 

First Reading          Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 

A A reading from Jeremiah.   7 Thus says the Lord: 

  Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

   and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

  proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O Lord, your people, 
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   the remnant of Israel.” 

  8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

  among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

  9 With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back; 

  I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path where they shall not stumble, 

  for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

 10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him 

  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 

 11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy; 

  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty. 
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Psalm              Psalm 147:12-20 

 

A 12 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 

praise your God, O Zion, 

C 13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates 

and has blessed your children within you. 

 

A 14 God has established peace on your borders 

and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

C 15 God sends out a command to the earth, 

a word that runs very swiftly.  

 

A 16 God gives snow like wool, 

scattering frost like ashes. 

C 17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 

Who can stand against God’s cold? 

 

A 18 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 

the wind blows, and the waters flow. 

C 19 God declares the word to Jacob, 

statutes and judgments to Israel. 

 

A 20 The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 

they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! 

  

Second Reading                    Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

A  A reading from Ephesians.  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 

Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of 

his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In 
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him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on 

us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 

Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in 

him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also 

obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 

purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel 

and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 

might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 

believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as 

God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Gospel Acclamation    
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Gospel                                   Matthew 2:1-12 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the second chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is 

the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 

star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them 

to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 

when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 

pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and 

there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 

until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And 

having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another road. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                   The Rev. Drew McCaffery       
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Hymn of the Day                 Shine, Jesus, Shine                              No. 671 
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A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
A Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the 

church, creation, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers 

to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 

Offering & Anthem  
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As the gifts are presented, please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Let us pray. God of Glory, 

C  great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you 

bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 

that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 

through Christ our Savior. Amen. 



12 
 

THE EUCHARIST
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was 

shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you 

proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned 

to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 



13 
 

P   Almighty Lord we praise your shining light, your glowing grace. 

From before the earth’s foundation, you loved us and promised us 

life forever. Within the earth’s deep sadness, we laud your great and 

glorious might. Despite our tears and sinning, we sing of the 

gladness of your mercy. We praise your Son, our Morning 

Star.  Christ is our diamond bright, our treasure dear.  He is our 

living Savior who has ransomed us in love. He keeps us yours and 

fails us never— today, tomorrow, and every day. 

 

On the night before his betrayal, he took bread and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 

P We call for your Spirit on us and this meal. Refresh our souls with 

this heavenly food, the body and blood of your Son. Nourish us as 

branches of your tree, and enlighten us with your undying flame. We 

sing out to the Father, we ring out to the Son, we exult in the Spirit. 

Transport us in our yearning, and be for us the end and the 

beginning, our purest pleasure, our victorious crown, our never-

ending love. In your name we pray.  

C Amen. 

  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 



14 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy! 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

Please be seated. 
 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the 
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that  

our Lord Jesus Christ—his true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People. 
 

(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice.) 
 

During the distribution, the following is sung: 

 
 

  



15 
 

Communion Hymn          Christ, Be our Light       No.  715 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
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We are blessed to have Lay Eucharistic Ministers serving here at LCGS. On the first Sunday of 
each month, the bread and the wine they carry in their home communion kits are consecrated 
during our service. Home communion is then offered throughout the month to those who are 
unable to join us here. If you  know of someone who would like to receive home communion or 
want more information, please contact the church office. 

 

P Let us pray. Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow 

him, bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with 

those who are sick and homebound. May these gifts be signs of our 

love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of 

Christ, all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray. Incarnate God, 

C  you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and 

ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to 

discover the wonders of your love in the everyday moments of 

our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

P The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding 

Comforter, ☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn             Be Thou My Vision                            No. 793 

 
 

A Glory to God in the highest! 

C And peace to God’s people on earth! 

A Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
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The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 
 

By Kelly and Elliot Smith in honor of Jocelyn’s 11th Birthday. 

 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Gail, Phyllis, Paul, Kathy, Donna, Andrea, Al, 

 Joan, Betty, Jean, Lois, Barbara & Bruce 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
The Rev. Drew McCaffery Pr.Drew@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com                (M) 443-904-7013 
Jessie Lim, Music Director Music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Tina Zimmerman council_president@lcgselca.org   
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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SERVING TODAY 8:30 a.m.   11:00 a.m.  

     

Assisting Minister Sherman Canapp, OSSD            Tina Zimmerman 

 

Communion Assistants Tricia Horst            Gina Miller 

                            

Ushers Doyle McCracken            David Poust 

    

Acolytes           
 
Livestream                          
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