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C = Congregation   P = Presiding Minister   A = Assisting Minister   L = Lector    ELW = Red Hymnal 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                      Westminster Corrilion              arr. Michael Bedford 
Handbell Choir 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

P In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with 

Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and 

for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 

Water is poured into the font as we continue: 
 

C We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from 

your throne: through the earth, through the city, through every 

living thing. 

 

P You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide 

the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with 

mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of 

righteousness and we pass safely through. 

 

C In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us 

and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush 

and barren places, you are with us. You have become our 

salvation. 
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P Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; 

cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.  

 

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be 

honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn       Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song      ELW #403 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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Presiding Minister 
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

A Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, 

C you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great 

mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the 

world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
 

Scripture Lesson                       Acts 17:16-31 

 

L A reading from the book of Acts. 16While Paul was waiting for them 

in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of 

idols. 17So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout 

persons, and also in the marketplace every day with those who 

happened to be there. 18Also some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 

debated with him. Some said, "What does this babbler want to say?" 

Others said, "He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities." 

(This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the 

resurrection.) 19So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus 

and asked him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are 

presenting? 20It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know 

what it means." 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living 
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there would spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing 

something new. 

 
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I 

see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went 

through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 

found among them an altar with the inscription, 'To an unknown 

god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 

Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries 

of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for 

God and perhaps grope for him and find him — though indeed he is 

not far from each one of us. 28For 'In him we live and move and have 

our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, 

 'For we too are his offspring.' 

 
29Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is 

like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of 

human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 

judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Children’s Message (11:00 am) 
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Sermon            Br. Ryan W. Roberts, n/OLF 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Hymn of the Day         He Comes to Us as One Unknown         ELW #737 
 

 
 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

A Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 

resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A God in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by 

your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

 

 



10 
 

Offering 

 

Offertory  
 

As the gifts are presented, please stand as you are able.

 
 

A Let us pray.  Living God, 

C you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable 

reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through 

this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be 

nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds:  
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P Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens 

and the earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through 

the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds 

of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. We give 

you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the 

hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious 

resurrection, we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your 

arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed 

in the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and honor is 

yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

 
 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are 

thirsty, come. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
We welcome to the table all baptized Christians who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in 

the bread and the wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. 
 Just let the Pastor or Assistants know.)   

 
 If you require communion to be brought to you in the pew, please alert an usher. 

 
During the distribution of communion, the following is sung: 
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Let Us Break Bread Together       ELW #471 
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The King of Love My Shepherd Is       ELW #502 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. We give you thanks, generous God, 

C for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and 

earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this 

table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all 

may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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P Our preparation for ministry is ending. 
 

May God bless you with DISCOMFORT at easy answers, half-truths, 

and superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your 

heart. 
 

May God bless you with ANGER at injustice, oppression, and 

exploitation of people, so that you may work for justice, freedom, and 

peace. 
 

May God bless you with TEARS to shed for those who suffer from 

pain, rejection, starvation, and war, so that you may reach out your 

hand to comfort them and to turn their pain into joy. 

 

May God bless you with enough FOOLISHNESS to believe that you 

can make a difference in this world, so that you can do what others 

claim cannot be done. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn            Eternal Father, Strong to Save             ELW #756 
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A Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

A Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude  

 

 

We welcome and thank Brother Ryan for being with us today while  

Pastor Greg is away celebrating son Avrey’s graduation! 
 

Brother Ryan Roberts is a pastor in the ELCA and a novice in the young and little-known 
Order of Lutheran Franciscans. His current ministry is with the Sisters of Mercy of the 

Americas as a member of their Justice Team. He is a father of two and spouse to Pastor Bre 
of Christ in Millersville, MD; he tolerates allergies for the joy brought to their home by the 

family's beloved cats, Drizzt and Guenhwÿvar. He completed an accounting certificate while 
living in Albuquerque, has a degree in computer science from the University of Maryland, 
and keeps current his bus-driving license that kept him busy during college. He is in his 

thirty-fourth year of playing Dungeons and Dragons, to which he credits his eclectic 
vocabulary and ability to recover from embarrasing public mistakes 
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The Flowers on the Altar are Given to the Glory of God by 
 

Pam Ryan in loving memory of her parents 

 
 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Ed, Joan, Betsy, Donna, Lind, Joan, Betty, Elsie-Marie, Helen, Jim, 

Theresa, Lowell, Pam, Charles, Elaine, Georgeann, Jean,  

Paul, Lois, & Regina 

 
 

Pray for Our Service Men and Women 
 

Josh, Michael, Nick, Ryan, Derek, Christopher, Kyle,  

Andrew, Jason, Matt, Christopher, & Matthew  
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Daily Readings 
From Small Group Guides, Spirit and Truth Publishing 

 

Sunday—Read Acts 17:16-31 

Paul proclaims the power of the God of Jesus and the resurrection. Write a 

prayer about your faith in God, and commit to using it every day this 

week. 
 

Monday—Read Acts 17:32-34 

Paul’s preaches of the resurrection of the dead. Tell someone why 

believing in the resurrection is important to you. 
 

Tuesday—Read Acts 18:1-17 

Paul had mixed results when preaches in Corinth. Ask God to give you 

courage for something you are afraid to do, and then give it a try! 
 

Wednesday—Read Acts 19:1-10 

Paul encounters Christians who do not know about being baptized in the 

name of Jesus. Share with a family member what it means to you to be 

baptized. 
 

Thursday—Read Acts 19:21-22; 20:17-28 

Paul says goodbye to the leaders of the church in Ephesus. Contact 

someone important to you and tell them how much they mean to you. 
 

Friday—Read Acts 22:1-11 

Paul is arrested in Jerusalem. Tell someone about when you first realized 

that following Jesus meant something important to you. 
 

Saturday—Read Acts 22:12-21 

Paul finishes telling the story of his conversion. Think back to a time when 

you stood by while others bullied or abused someone else, and say a 

prayer of confession to God 

 

Text for next Sunday 

Partnership in the Gospel 

 Philippinas 1:1-18a 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Greg Fetzer, Senior Pastor pr.greg.fetzer@lcgselca.org (C) 410-456-3856 
Sallie J. Gartside, OSSD sallieabn@aol.com   (C) 410-218-2614 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD scanapp@belairroadsupply.com (C) 443-904-7013 
Angela Kromm, Music Director music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Evelynn Spratt council_president@lcgselca.org  
Treasurer, Lindsay Guckert treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 

 
Text and music contained in this bulletin owned by their respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-710797. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress 

License # SAS01 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license  
#A-710797and Augsburg Fortress License # SAS012   
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