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Key Verse:  

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Corinthians 15:57  
 

The Point: 
We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy death forever. 
 

Making Connections:    
The Power of  God’s Love 

 
Bible Nuts & Bolts:    

The New Beginning 
 

Spiritual Practice:    
Fellowship 

Lesson #2-36 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 

 
1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 3rd-6th 
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Introduce the power of transformation. 

 Play or modeling clay  

  

Show the nature of the kingdom of God with a 
seed. 
 

 Seed 
 

  

Powdered drink mix and water illustrate the 
power of transformation and resurrection. 

 Bibles 
 Pitcher  
 Water 
 Drink Mix 
 Spoon 
 Cups    
 

 

Play a game about things that fill us with God's 
love—and things that do not. 

 Cardstock 
 Craft sticks 
 Scissors 
 Glue or tape 
 Markers  
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Play a game of trust. 
 

 None 

Active prayer in which we give our struggles to 
God.  

 Pots 
 Seeds 
 Potting soil 
 Watering can   
 

Students create a communal litany. 

 Paper 
 Pencils or pens    

Optional ongoing activity. 

 Bible Book page (found at end of lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 
 

 None 
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Making Connections 
In our last lesson we read Paul's description of 
faith, hope, and love in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. 
Today's lesson picks up later in Paul's letter as he 
describes the importance of believing in and 
practicing resurrection. 
 

Story Summary:  
Death, the Last Enemy 
Often when we encounter teaching on 
resurrection the focus is on the future, on the time 
of our physical death and what will happen next. 
Not only is this conceptually difficult for children 
to understand, it is also a fairly narrow 
understanding of the concept itself. Jesus' 
teachings often focused on this day, this moment, 
encouraging us to live as free, transformed people 
in the here and now. We do not have to live in 
fear of death because we understand that we are 
sustained and empowered by God's eternal love, 
now and in every moment. 
 
Paul's argument is that we live boldly, with 
courage and strength. We are not to live as those 
cowed by our fear of what will happen in the 
future, but confident in God's promise in our life 
as it is right now. We are to live not as though 
resurrection is something that will come, but 
something that has already happened and will 
continue happening. 
 

The Point 
We can rejoice since the risen Christ will 
destroy death forever. 
Jesus' resurrection shows us death is subject to 
God's power. From a strictly human perspective 
death seems to be an inescapable fate, from which 
we instinctively cringe in fear. But Jesus' life 
reminds us that even this great power has no real 

hold on us. Not only does death hold no power over 
us, but in God's hands it actually becomes a tool to 
give us healing and new life. The freedom Jesus 
experienced and expressed to his disciples has been 
given to us as well.  
 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
The New Beginning 
A few books of the Bible are apocalypses. An 
apocalypse is a religious text that focuses on revealing 
secrets about the heavenly order and the end of the 
world. Apocalypses are written for a community 
facing persecution. The persecution is described as 
being part of God’s ultimate plan. Believers are called 
to remain faithful. At the center is a message of hope 
for the oppressed community: God will provide an 
end to suffering and will dwell with the faithful 
forever. 
 
Paul’s letters are not apocalypses but include some 
things in common. The early church faced 
persecution from Roman forces and Jewish religious 
leaders. Paul’s description of the new creation shows 
the central hope that believers will be made into a 
new creation and the entire world will be made new 
in Christ . 
 

Spiritual Practice: Fellowship 
The topic of death in today’s text is intense, but can 
also be a cause for celebration. Fellowship has the 
power to bring comfort and hope to those who are 
troubled, afflicted, or at a loss for ways to act. 
Gathering in times of sorrow and of joy is a sign of 
deep and meaningful fellowship. 



 

5 © 2014-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

Lesson #2-36 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  May 24, 2020 

Introducing the power of  transformation. 
 
You will need: 
 Play or modeling clay 

 
During class: 

1. Today we are talking about things that change shape. What are some things you 
can think of  that change shape? [Water which changes to ice and to steam, air which takes the 
shape of  balloons or bubbles, fruits which can be eaten raw or made into jelly or baked into pies, etc.]  

2. Show the play dough or clay. This is one of  my favorite things that changes shape. 
What is this? [Play or modeling clay.] You can do almost anything with play dough. 
You can roll it out to make it long and skinny, or flatten it out to make it look 
like a pizza. You can cut it into fun shapes or make it into round little balls. 
What do you like to do with clay? Allow all answers.  

3. We can change play dough into all different forms, but one thing stays the same: 
it is still clay, right? It can be something old and something new at the same 
time! Our lesson today is about resurrection. Does anybody know what that 
word means? [Something that is dead comes back to life.] Jesus was resurrected, or 
brought back to life, and that taught us a lesson. We are like this clay, and like 
Jesus. We grow up and go through lots of  changes, but no matter how much we 
change, inside we are still ourselves. Even when we die, God promises that we 
will keep living in another way. Let's get to our lesson and learn more about 
resurrection!  
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Show the nature of  the kingdom of  God with a seed. 
 
You will need: 
 Seed 

 
During class: 

1. Today we are talking a lot about the kingdom of  God. What do you think the 
kingdom of  God is? Allow all answers. The kingdom of  God is a place where 
everyone lives and loves the way God loves. What would that mean? [Everyone cares 
for each other, no fighting or bullying, people sharing, etc.] Does our world look like that right 
now? [Sometimes yes, sometimes no.]  

2. Sometimes it does not look much like we live in the kingdom of  God, does it? 
But our story today reminds us that the kingdom of  God is alive, and it lives in 
our hearts. If  we give our hurts, our fears, and our anger to God, God can take 
them and change them into something new. 

3. Show students the seed. It is like this seed. What does it look like right now? Allow 
all answers. Right now, it is small and does not seem to be worth much. But if  we 
plant the seed, what do you think will happen? Allow all answers. It could grow 
into a plant that might make tomatoes or cucumbers, or an apple tree. It will 
become something bigger and really valuable.  

4. That is what the kingdom of  God is like. We give our hearts to God, God plants 
them in the soil of  God's love. Anything that was causing us fear or anger dies in 
the soil, and what comes up is something new and beautiful and precious. That's 
what resurrection really means—letting go of  the old that is hurting us so God 
can give us the new life we really want. The kingdom of  God lives inside us, and 
through us blesses the world.  
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Powdered drink mix and water illustrate the power of  transformation and resurrection. 
 
You will need: 
 Bibles 
 Pitcher  
 Water 
 Drink Mix 
 Spoon 
 Cups  

 
During class: 

1. Today we are talking about transformation. What does that word mean? [A 
permanent change.] When something is transformed, that means it is changed on a 
very basic level, so that it cannot go back to what it was before. 

2. Show pitcher of  water and drink mix. What do you think will happen when I add 
this drink mix to the water? [It will mix with the water and make a flavored drink.] Let's 
see. Mix the drink mix in the water with the spoon. What happened? [The drink 
mix has transformed the water.] Now that I have mixed these two together can we 
separate them? [No.] Something new has been made and we cannot go back. 

3. Pour students some of  the drink and allow them to drink while you finish the lesson. 
Today we are talking about the transformation of  resurrection. Does anyone 
know what resurrection means? [Something that is dead comes back to life.] And who in 
the Bible was resurrected? [Jesus, Lazarus, and little girl Peter resurrected.] When Jesus 
was resurrected, he experienced a transformation. That means he did not go 
back to his old life, but began something very new. Today we are going to learn 
not only about how resurrection transformed Jesus' life, but how it transforms 
our life right here and now. 

4. Have the students turn to the passage in their Bibles and read it together. If  your 
students are younger, you might choose to read only the concluding section. God takes 
and transforms all of  our lives, making them into something new. 
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Play a game about things that fill us with God's love—and things that do not. 
 

You will need: 
 Cardstock 
 Craft sticks 
 Scissors 
 Glue or tape  
 Markers  

 
Before class: 

1. You may wish to create a circle template for students to cut out for the faces. 
 
During class: 

1. Pass out cardstock to the students, instructing them to cut out circles and glue or tape 
them, back to back, with the craft stick in the middle. Draw a sad face on one side of  the 
circle and a happy face on the other side. 

2. Today we are going to play a game called “Living a Big Life!” A big life is one in 
which we are filled up with God's love. What might a big life be like? [To live in way 
that feels free and happy, to feel connected and loving to others, to feel confident that all is well, etc.] Our 
hearts feel good when we are living a big life, when we are living our best lives. 
But what does it feel like to live a small life—a life in which we do not feel God's 
love that much? [To be fearful, to feel unloved and alone, to hold a grudge, to judge someone harshly 
and treat them badly, etc.] When we do not feel God’s love we can feel our hearts 
hurting inside us. We feel weak and broken.  

3. I am going to read activities and you will decide if  it is something you would find 
in a big life filled with God's love or a small life where it is hard to feel God's love. 
If  you think it is a big life activity you hold up the smiley face side of  your paddle. 
If  it is a small life activity you hold up the frowning face side. 

4. Here we go: 
• Maggie's dad always fixed her a wonderful lunch to take to school—and 

today's was really great. She had a sandwich made on homemade 
bread, a nice juicy apple, her favorite potato chips, and some fresh 
baked chocolate chip cookies. As she sat down to eat she saw that 
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her classmate sitting across from her did not have anything. She had forgotten 
her lunch on the bus. Maggie thought about it. She was really hungry, but she 
knew that she would be okay if  she did not eat all of  her lunch. Plus, she knew 
she could always have a big snack when she got home. So, she split her lunch 
in half  and shared it with her classmate. What is your vote—big life or small? 
Give students a chance to explain their answers. 

• Brandon was really great at soccer, and was always chosen to be the captain of  
a team when they played during recess at school. When it was time to choose 
teams, Brandon noticed that Sam was in the crowd of  hopefuls. He knew Sam 
was not a very good player, and Brandon really liked to win. He knew that Sam 
would probably be chosen last, if  at all, and it would probably be embarrassing 
and make him feel bad. But Brandon was afraid if  he chose Sam he would 
lose. So, Brandon ignored Sam and picked the best players for his team. What 
is your vote—big life or small? Give students a chance to explain their answer. 

• Abigail rode the bus to school every day, and every day Brian would pick on 
her. He would call her names and make fun of  her, and sometimes would even 
knock her books to the ground. Abigail thought about standing up for herself, 
but she was too afraid of  what he might say back. She thought about asking 
for help, but did not want anyone to think she was a tattletale. She decided the 
only thing she could do was just try to keep to herself  on the bus and hope he 
would leave her alone. Sometimes she would get a stomachache and 
sometimes she would cry. Her mother asked her if  something was wrong but 
she always denied the problem. What is your vote—big life or small? Give 
students a chance to explain their answer. 

• Daniel heard on the news about children in other countries who did not have 
access to clean drinking water. Sometimes they would have to travel many 
miles to get water to drink, and sometimes they would get sick from dirty 
water. He wanted to do something about it, and to get others involved. But he 
was afraid his friends might think he was weird for being so concerned about 
it. He was not sure his parents or other adults would take him seriously. Still he 
prayed about it and decided it was really important to him. So one day stood 
up in church and told the entire congregation that he thought they should help 
these children. What is your vote—big life or small? Give students a chance to 
explain their answer. 

5. You had some really good ideas of  what it means to live a big life filled with God's 
love and a small life where it is hard to feel God's love. Sometimes it might 
feel hard to have a big life, especially when things do not go the way we 
want. But our lesson today tells us that God can take everything in our 
lives, even the things we do not want, and turn them into something 
new and wonderful. God can take even the worst small-life days and 
make them really, really big! 
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Trust game deepening our understanding of  faith. 
 
You will need: 
 Nothing 

 
During class: 

1. How many of  you have ever done a trust fall? What is it? [Falling back into someone's 
arms, trusting them to catch you.] Is it easy or hard to do a trust fall? [Probably easy if  you 
really trust the person, more difficult if  you do not know them or feel they're not trustworthy, etc.] 
Today we are going to do our own version of  a trust fall. One person is going to 
stand in the middle while the rest of  us gather around in a tight circle with our 
hands up. The person in the middle will keep their legs straight and then fall to 
the side while the rest of  us hold you up. Then we will gently push the person 
back and forth, keeping them upright, as they move around the circle. 

2. Secure a volunteer to go in the middle. Make sure the other students are standing 
shoulder to shoulder with each other, palms facing toward the person in the middle at 
the level of  the person's shoulders. Continue this activity with as many students as are 
willing to try it. Do not require anyone to be in the middle if  they are not comfortable 
with it. 

3. When everyone who wants to has been in the middle, have a conversation about the 
experience. Sample questions might include the following: Was it better to be in the 
middle being supported or on the outside working together to support the 
person? Did you like being in the middle? Did it get easier or harder the longer 
you were in the middle? How did you like being one of  the people in the 
supporting circle? 

4. Why do you think we did this trust fall today? Allow all answers. Just as we trusted 
each other to catch us, we also trust God to take care of  us. When we trust God 
is with us, and that God is able to give us resurrected lives, we feel confident in 
bringing all of  our struggles to God. We no longer live in fear, but can live in 
love. But trust is a work in progress. Some of  us never got comfortable 
being in the middle, and some of  us did not go in the middle at all! 
That is okay. God is in no hurry with us. God sticks with us, helping 
us to grow in our faith and trust, patient with us if  we are fearful, 
and ready to help us as we are ready to be helped.   
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Active prayer in which we give our struggles to God. 
 
You will need: 
 Pots 
 Seeds 
 Potting soil 
 Watering can 

 
Before class: 

1. Label the pots in advance: "Fears," "Old Hurts," "Anger," and "Judgment." You could 
also ask students to create the labels in class and place them on the pots themselves. 

 
During class: 

1. Today we have been talking about the promise of  resurrection, and how we can 
live resurrected lives right now. But before we can experience resurrected lives 
we have to let our old lives die, and be planted in God's love. We are going to do 
that now, as a group.  

2. Let's start with this seed, which we will plant in the pot labeled "Fears." What 
are the fears we want to plant in God's' love right now? Allow for sharing as you 
hold the seed. Also allow for silence as students contemplate the question. When the 
sharing is done, ask a volunteer to plant the seed in the soil. Do this part in silence. 
Another option is for you to pass the seed around and when a student has the seed, they 
can either share or take a moment of  silence before handing it to the next student. 

3. Next, we have a seed to plant in the pot labeled "Old Hurts." What are some old 
hurts which we are ready to let go of ? Use the same process as above. 

4. Now we have a seed to plant in the pot labeled "Anger." What are some things 
that make us angry that we want which we wish to be healed? Use the same 
process as above. 

5. Finally, we have a seed for the pot labeled "Judgment." This might be judgments 
we hold against others or ourselves. What are some things we need to stop 
judging? Use the same process as above. 

6. Let’s close our prayer time together. As you offer a closing prayer pour water into the 
pots. We entrust our fear, our anger, our old hurts, and our judgment to the soil 
of  your love, O God. We know that all can be changed and resurrected in 
your loving hands. We look to live freer, more loving, more joyful lives. 
Thank you for the promise of  resurrection. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
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Students create a communal litany. 
 
You will need: 
 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 

 
During class: 

1. Pass out paper and pens, so the students can record their ideas. Today we are going to 
write a prayer for resurrection. We are going to think together of  different areas 
in our lives where we struggle to choose life over death. Maybe we feel 
particularly frightened or anxious about something, or maybe we are holding a 
grudge against someone and want revenge, or maybe we have a judging attitude 
toward ourselves where we criticize ourselves when we are not perfect. These 
would all be areas in which our hearts are hurt, where we are not free to live our 
resurrected life. Let's think of  some examples together. Encourage students to 
share their thoughts out loud and then write them down to use later for the prayer. If  
some students are slow to share you can give them a suggestion and allow them to 
record it on their paper. 

2. Once the sharing is complete, introduce the prayer practice. Now we are going to pray 
this together as we might pray a litany in worship. When praying a litany, often 
one person will share a concern, and then the community will respond in unison 
with a request to God. Ours will be "Bury our death, O God, and give us life!" I 
will start our prayer and then we will each take turns sharing what we have 
written on our papers. Let's pray: Dear God, we come to you with hearts that 
yearn for life. We want to be free, but we find ourselves trapped in old fears and 
anxieties. We bring them to you now so you can bring us new life. Together we 
pray, (in unison) "Bury our death, O God, and give us life!" Allow plenty of  time 
for students to share their thoughts, always prompting the group after each share to 
speak the request together. When all have shared, close your prayer time: God, thank 
you for the promise of  a resurrected life, that here and now we can be free to love 
and live without fear, free to be your light in the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.  
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Optional ongoing activity. 
 
You will need: 

 Bible Book page (found at end of  lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 

 

Before class: 

1. Make copies of  this week’s Bible Book page on cardstock or copy paper for each 
student. 

 

During class: 

1. Hand out Bible Book pages. 
2. What are some of  the important things we have learned from today’s story? 

[Answers will vary.]  
3. On the bottom of  your page, please write one or two important things that you 

have learned from the story today. In the middle of  the page, draw a picture from 
the story or illustrate one of  the important things you’ve learned. Don’t forget to 
put your name on the back of  the page, please! 

4. Optional: Collect and three-hole punch the pages, and put them in individual binders for 
each student to be kept at church until the end of  the year. If  you wish, you can 
investigate other options for binding the Bible books through a local print shop at the 
end of  the year instead of  using a three-ring binder. 
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Before ending class, make a point to come together to pray. Use the following or say your own 
prayer.  
 

Dear God, 
We thank you for the lesson of  resurrection, which shows us that new life begins right 
now when we give you our hurts and fears. We thank you for freeing our hearts from 
fear and anger, and for filling them with love and joy. The kingdom of  God begins in 
us, right here, right now! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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Often when we encounter teaching on resurrection 
the focus is on the future, on the time of our physical 
death and what will happen next. Not only is this 
conceptually difficult for children to understand, it is 
also a fairly narrow understanding of the concept 
itself. Jesus' teachings often focused on this day, this 
moment, encouraging us to live as free, transformed 
people in the here and now. We do not have to live in 
fear of death because we understand that we are 
sustained and empowered by God's eternal love, now 
and in every moment. 

We can rejoice since the risen Christ will destroy 

death forever.  

Fellowship has the power to bring comfort and hope 
to those who are troubled, afflicted, or at a loss for 
ways to act. Gathering in times of sorrow and of joy 
is a sign of deep and meaningful fellowship. Look 
through old family photos together, and share stories 
of those who have died. Celebrate the influence these 
people had on your life. 

The New Beginning 
A few books of the Bible are apocalypses. An 
apocalypse is a religious text that focuses on revealing 
secrets about the heavenly order and the end of the 
world. Apocalypses are written for a community facing 
persecution. The persecution is described as being part 
of God’s ultimate plan. Believers are called to remain 
faithful. At the center is a message of hope for the 
oppressed community: God will provide an end to 
suffering and will dwell with the faithful forever.  

Paul described the exact opposite of division and quarreling in last week’s lesson as he described self-giving love 
(1 Corinthians 13:1-13). 

Paul focuses his teaching on clarifying the concept of resurrection. The Corinthians were arguing about this 
belief, and Paul points out that it is not a matter of just raising the dead, but of new life in God’s kingdom  
(1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57).  

Next week is the final reading in this year’s lectionary. The end is shown to be a beginning, in which the Holy 
Spirit comes to the community of believers. The 1 Corinthians passage describes how the Spirit gives each of us 
gifts so that we together can be a complete body of Christ (Acts 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13).  
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51-57  

@ HOME 

Family Discussions 

Sunday—Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 
Death, the last enemy. 
Share a story of one person who has died who had an impact on your life.  

Monday—Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-9 
Collection for the saints. 
Make a plan for giving to the church  

Tuesday—Read 1 Corinthians 16:10-14 
Timothy and Apollos. 
Invite a young person to your home and share hospitality with them. 

Wednesday—Read 1 Corinthians 16:15-24  
Final greetings. 
Write a letter to someone you have not seen for a while.  

Thursday—Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-7  
A prayer of blessing. 
Read this text as a family prayer for the rest of the week.  

Friday—Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-14  
The travails of Paul. 
What challenges have you faced this week? What has helped you to get through them?  

Saturday—Read Acts 2:1-4  
Pentecost. 
Have a birthday party for the church! Talk about the many ways the church has impacted your family's lives, and 
ways in which the church continues to make a difference in the world around you. 

Use the questions below or other questions you think of to discuss today’s Scripture reading (listed 
above) with your family.   

 In what way does this text teach about our theme of The Power of God’s Love? 

 What does this scripture have to do with our lives today? 

 What part of this scripture is the most interesting to you? Why?   

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. 
What is God’s message to us? How should we respond?  

Family Devotions 


