15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 21, 2025 8:30, 11:00 a.m. & Livestream

FAITH . DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.
We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are.

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,
physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do.

All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and
grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place.




4+ GATHERING +

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4+ one God, our maker, our helper, and
our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.

We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.
Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.



Entrance Hymn

0 4

Son of God, Eternal Savior
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
G e ST
you our head,who,throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
04 — e o B e
VAW d & P I [ —
o — r_‘_d_ ] Ai_d
fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of

grant,

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

plea-sure, stem our self - ish
oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

greed of gain.

will

be done.

and the



Canticle of Praise Shout to the Lord ELW # 821
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My Je - sus, my Sav-ior, Lord, there is none like you.
0 4 — —
A ] r— & K
:w - = i
> . < _J—ct/—o{—o’ > ! !
e 0 T O
All of my days I want to praise  the won-ders of your might-y  love.
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My com - fort, my shel-ter, tow-er of ref - uge and strength;
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let ev-ry breath, all that I am nev-er cease to wor-ship you.
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Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing pow-er and maj - es-ty, praise
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sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
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Noth-ing com-pares to the prom -ise I have in you.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. God among us,

we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom
and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Please be seated.

4+ THE WORD +

First Reading Amos 8:4-7

A A vreading from Amos.  ? Hear this, you who trample on the needy,

and bring to ruin the poor of the land,

Ssaying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain,

and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?

We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,

5 buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

" The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm Psalm 113

A !Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord;
praise the name of the Lord.
C ’Let the name of the Lord be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
A S From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the Lord be praised.
C “*The Lord is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.
A °Who is like the Lord our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
C Sbut stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
A " The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
C 3enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
A °The Lord makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!
Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7
A A reading from first Timothy. ! First of all, then, I urge that

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, ° for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and

dignity. ° This is right and acceptable before God our Savior, * who
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the

truth. > For



there is one God;

there is also one mediator between God and humankind,

Christ Jesus, himself human,
Swho gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.” For this I was appointed a
herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a
teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm 1t with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
Holy Gospel Luke 16:1-13

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the sixteenth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
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I'Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
squandering his property. ° So he summoned him and said to him,

‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your
management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ > Then
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and
I am ashamed to beg. * I have decided what to do so that, when I am
dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their

homes.’ ° So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ® He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it fifty.” " Then he asked another, ‘And how much
do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to
him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 3 And his master commended
the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the
children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. ° And I tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is
gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. ' If,
then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will
entrust to you the true riches? ° And if you have not been faithful
with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your

own? 3 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate
the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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Sermon

The Rev. Drew McCaffery

Please stand as you are able.

Hymn of the Day All Depends on Our Possessing No. 589
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1 Al de - pends on  our pos - sess -ing  God’s free grace and
2 God, who hith - er - to has fed me and to man - y
3 When with sor - row I am  strick - en, hope my heart a -
4 Well you know what best to  grant me; all the long - ing
s If on earth my days should length-en, God, my wea - 1y
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con - stant bless - ing, though all earth - ly wealth de - part.
joys  has  led me, 1Is and ev - er shall be mine.
new will quick - en, all my long - ing shall be stilled.
hopes that haunt me, joy and  sor - row, have their day.
soul  still strength-en; all my trust in you I  place.
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They who trust with  faith un - shak - en by their God are
God, who did so gent - ly school me and who dai - ly
To your lov - ing - kind-ness ten - der al my be - ing
I shall doubt your  wis - dom nev - er; as you will, so
Earth -ly wealth is not a - bid - ing; like a stream a -
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not for - sak - en and will keep a daunt - less  heart.
guides and rules me, will re - main my help di - vine.
1 sur - ren - der; Lord, on you a - lone 1  build.
be it ev - er; I com - mit to you my way.
way it’s  glid - ing; safe I an - chor in  your grace.

The 8:30 service continues with the Apostles’ Creed on page 12.

Please be seated.
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We invite the following wishing to make public affirmation of baptism
to come forward.:
Russ Cremen
Judy and Robert DelMastro
Michelle and Dean Fowler

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these
people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public
affirmation of their baptism as they are received into the membership

of The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd.

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these siblings, whom you
have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have
called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants
in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom
you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess

the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the
powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that
draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
10



descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.

a~

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God'’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and
deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
New Members Respond I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

Please stand, as you are able.

P People of God, do you promise to support these fellow disciples and
pray for them in their life in Christ?
C Wedo, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the
Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to
eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence both now and forever.

C Amen.
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Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the
world.

11:00 worship service continues with the prayers of the day on page 12.

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world,

and all in need.
A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:
God of grace,
receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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After sharing the peace, please be seated.

Offering & Anthem Your Word, O Lord Taize
As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Let us pray. Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who
richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless
all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

+THE EUCHARIST+

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
13
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn.
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Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a
world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed
your people Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat
with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting
feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to
serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us
the body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now
and forever.

Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of

mercy.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the
Communion celebrated here is “open” to all who trust that
our Lord Jesus Christ—nhis true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People.
(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.)

During the distribution, the following is sung:
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

16



Communion Hymn Be Thou My Vision No.
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es )| heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else  to me, save that thou art:
1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may 1 reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow'’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n - ward, O Powr of my POW'’L.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able.

P
you in his grace.
C Amen.
A Letus pray. O God,
C

793

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to

be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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+ SENDING +

P The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who
gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, 7 bless you
now and forever.

C Amen.
Sending Hymn Let Justice Flow like Streams No. 717
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers” cares we heed,
3  So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh- ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er - flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

A Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

18




Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing

Paul, Jessie, Kathy, Donna, Al, Andrea, Joan, Teri,
Betty, Jean, Lois, Barbara & Bruce

The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God

by Tim & Gina Miller in celebration of
Jack & Sam on their birthdays!

Pray for Our New Members

Russ, Judy, Robert, Michelle and Dean
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Doyle McCracken
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