Fifth Sunday of Lent — March 22, 2026
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. and Livestream

FAITH . DISCIPLESHIP . COMMUNITY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
The Rev. Drew McCaffery, Pastor

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.
We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are.

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,
physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do.

All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and
grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place.




4+ GATHERING +

Prelude O Sacred Head Now Wounded Arr. A.B. Sherman
Handbell Choir

Confession and Forgiveness

P Jesus once said to a crowd, “Let anyone among you who is without
sin be the first to throw a stone.” Friends, none of us are without sin.
None of us get it right all the time. None of us can get by without
God’s grace. In the Prayer of Confession, we acknowledge this
truth. We put down our stones and we turn to God for forgiveness.
Join me in this act of transformation.

Silence for reflection and confession.

Let us Pray. Holy God,

we love to live our lives by the rules. We love clear answers.
We love right and wrong. We love swift justice. We love to pick
up stones, but you show us another way.

You welcome shades of gray and nuanced conversation.

You prioritize mercy over legality.

You prioritize people over tradition.

You prioritize love over everything.

Forgive us for losing sight of what truly matters.

Forgive us for clinging tighter to laws than to each other or to
you. Forgive us. Soften our hearts.

Root us in mercy, justice, and love.

With hope for a better tomorrow, we pray. Amen.
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P Church family, Jesus saw a crowd ready to throw stones and invited
them to choose another way. Jesus offered them grace, mercy, and
compassion, and the same can be said for us.

So hear and believe the good news of the gospel.
Our God is a God of mercy.

Our God is a God of compassion.

Our God is a God of grace.

C  We are forgiven, loved, and invited to choose another way.
Thanks be to God for yet another second chance. Amen.

Gathering Hymn I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say No. 611
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11 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up -on  my breast.”
the liv -ing wa - ter, thirst - y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
0 u : . —
7 T+
© — s —
J — | | | o
I came to Je-sus as I was, so wea - ry, worn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus, and 1 drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now [ live in him.
and in that light of life I'll walk till trav-"ling days are done.

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



Hymn of Praise ~ Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed

Refrain
My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine
Will be forever mine
You are forever mine

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Chris Tomlin



a >

Let us pray. Holy One,

when you speak, we don’t want to miss it. When you bend down
and write in the dirt, when you move through the trees, when you
wake with the dawn, when you tug on our heart, or whisper into
our dreams, we don’t want to miss it.

So today we pray, clear out the cobwebs in our ears. Quiet the
steady stream of thoughts marching through our minds. Open up
space in our hearts so that we can receive your word for us today.
With hope we pray. Amen.

<4+ THE WORD <+
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he 1s  gra- cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.
Lesson Matthew 23:13-32
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-third chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
P [Jesus said,] ° “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!

For you lock people out of the kingdom of heaven. For you do not go
in yourselves, and when others are going in you stop them. > Woe to
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to
make a single convert, and you make the new convert twice as much
a child of hell as yourselves.



16 “Woe to you, blind guides who say, ‘Whoever swears by the
sanctuary is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gold of the
sanctuary is bound by the oath.’ '’ You blind fools! For which is
greater, the gold or the sanctuary that has made the gold
sacred? '® And you say, ‘Whoever swears by the altar is bound by
nothing, but whoever swears by the gift that is on the altar is bound
by the oath.’ ' How blind you are! For which is greater, the gift or
the altar that makes the gift sacred? *° So whoever swears by the
altar swears by it and by everything on it, °! and whoever swears by
the sanctuary swears by it and by the one who dwells in it, % and
whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by the
one who is seated upon it.

3 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe
mint, dill, and cumin and have neglected the weightier matters of the
law. justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have
practiced without neglecting the others. ** You blind guides! You
strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!

2 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the
outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of greed
and self-indulgence. *° You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of
the cup and of the plate, so that the outside also may become clean.
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like
whitewashed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful but inside
are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of uncleanness. ** So
you also on the outside look righteous to others, but inside you are
full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

2 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the
tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous, *’ and
you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not
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have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the

prophets.’ > Thus you testify against yourselves that you are
descendants of those who murdered the prophets. > Fill up, then, the
measure of your ancestors.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Sermon The Rev. Drew McCaffery

Visual Art Project Tell Me Something Good!

Each week this Lent, we are practicing the art of noticing goodness. In a world where bad news
is loud and constant, we are choosing to listen for the good news Jesus proclaimed and
embodied. So, we ask one simple question: Tell me something good? Take a moment to reflect
on the question this week, write your response on a leaf, and as you come up for communion
place it in the leaf basket. As we name goodness together,
we trust that it will take root among us and grow.

Today’s question

Where did mercy interrupt judgement this week?

Please rise, as you are able.



Hymn of the Day Almighty God, Your Word is Cast No. 516
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is «cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit-ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev - 'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let 1t yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
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the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us
pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:
A Hear us O God,
C Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation. C Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Choir Anthem Dona Nobis Pacem Traditional

(Grant Us Peace)
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As the gifts are presented, please stand, as you are able.
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

+ THE EUCHARIST <+

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table
with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! Whether you are a member of this church or a visitor, the

Communion celebrated here is “open’ to all who trust that

our Lord Jesus Christ—his true Body and his true Blood—is present for All of God’s People.

(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice.)
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During the distribution, the following is sung:
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.




Communion Hymn You Satisfy the Hungry Heart No. 484

Refrain
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You sat-is-fy the hun-gry heart with gift of fin-est wheat.
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, the bread of life to eat.
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I As when the shep-herd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to you our praise and grat - 1 - tude
3 Is not the cup we blessand share the blood of Christ out-poured?
4 The mys-try of your pres-ence, Lord, no mor - tal tongue can tell:
5 You giveyour-self to wus, O Lord; then self-less let us be,
Refrain
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so  when you call your fam-’ly, Lord, we  fol - low and re - joice.
that you should count us wor-thy, Lord, to share this heav’'n-ly food.
Do not one cup, one loaf, de-clare our one - ness in the Lord?
whom all the world can - not con-tain comes in  our hearts to dwell.
to  serve each oth - er in your name in truth and char - i - ty.

After all have communed, please rise, as you are able.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray. God of our Salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through
the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in
the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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+ SENDING +

P As you leave this place, when you meet anger, speak with love. When
you meet fear, speak with hope. When you meet pain, speak with
gentleness. But no matter what, speak this good news. For the good
news of the gospel is love and justice for all. It is joy that surprises,
and nonviolence that transforms. The good news of the gospel is alive
in the world, so go forth speaking. For if you won't, then who will?
Thanks be to God for this good, good news.

C Amen.
Sending Hymn You Are the Way No. 758
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1 You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can 1im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - nn - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

A Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing

Gail, Phyllis, Paul, Ann, Kathy, Donna, Andrea, Al,
Joan, Teri, Betty, Carol, Merrill, Jean, Joan S., Jocelyn,
Karen, Nick, Lois, Linda, Barbara & Bruce

The Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God

by Dawn Baker in honor of Carroll on his 86™ Birthday.

Prayers of Comfort
for Thayer family on the recent passing of Monica’s father-in-law. We
pray the blessed hope of the resurrection of our Lord; Jesus Christ
comforts the Thayer family.
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The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd

WORSHIP WITH US!

Lent to Easter

Jritcipi» Lent Dinner Church: Wednesdays 6:45PM

Palm Sunday: 8:30 & 11AM
Maundy Thursday: 6:45PM

Good Friday: Noon & 6:45PM

Easter Sunday: 8:30 & 11AM
Easter Breakfast 9:30-10:30AM
in Celebration Hall

N4
ELCA

1515 EMMORTON ROAD, BEL AIR, MD 21014 410-838-8081 LCGSELCA.ORG G
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CONTACT INFORMATION

The Rev. Drew McCaffery Pr.Drew@]lcgselca.org (0) 410-838-8081
Sherman Canapp, OSSD Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013
Jessie Lim, Music Director Music@lcgselca.org (0) 410-838-8081
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@]lcgselca.org (0) 410-838-8081
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org (0) 410-838-8081
Council President, Tina Zimmerman council president@lcgselca.org

Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@]lcgselca.org

Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org

Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (0) 410-838-8457
Web address www.lcgselca.org

WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public Passphrase: public@LCGS

Text and music contained in this bulletin owned by their respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE #A-710797. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress License # SASO01
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license
#A-710797and Augsburg Fortress License # SAS012

Opportunities to Serve

We invite you to scan the QR code to add
yourself to the worship assistant Sign-up for
any upcoming worship services.

Thank you for being the Church together!

SERVING TODAY 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.

Assisting Minister Sherman Canapp, OSSD
Communion Assistant Tricia Horst Lis Miller

Ushers Doyle McCracken David Poust

Livestream Joel Raedeke
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