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Unexpected Blessings

When was the last time you received an unexpected blessing? If you are like me, they
occur all the time. Reconnecting with an old friend, finding something that you thought was lost
forever, the surprise visit from a family member are just a few examples. Blessings from God come
in a multitude of ways, but those ones that surprise, those unexpected blessings seem to stand
out.

The Bible is full of stories of people who received unexpected blessings. The birth of Isaac
to Abraham and Sarah in their old age or Joseph's rise to power after being sold into slavery by
his brothers are examples of unexpected blessings. In the New Testament, Jesus' feeding of the
five thousand from a mere five loaves and two fish is a striking example of unexpected blessing.
And Paul and Silas in prison singing their praise to God at the midnight hour led to their miraculous
release is yet another example.

Perhaps though no greater example exists than of the disciples who were blessed to be
with Jesus for nearly 3 2 years. They witnessed His miracles. They heard his teaching. They saw
him change lives. They witnessed his power over nature and over death. They withessed
firsthand the compassionate love and the awesome power of Jesus. But then came holy week.
That last week of Jesus’ life seems devoid of unexpected blessings. Instead, there is betrayal,
violence, discord, and eventually death. Where was the unexpected blessing in the passion of
Jesus? Where was the “Aha” moment as Jesus was scourged and nailed to the cross. Where
was the unexpected blessing when the perfect lamb of God was slain on the cross of calvary?2

The unexpected blessing comes on resurrection morning. When the sorrowful women
head to the tomb to embalm their friend, the unexpected blessing is that the stone is rolled
away. The unexpected blessing is that the fomb is empty. The unexpected blessing is the news
from the angels that Jesus is risen. And for Mary Magdalene the unexpected blessing is hearing
the risen Jesus say her name and send her forth to tell the others that He is risen. (John 20:16-17).

My prayer for you as we confinue in this season of Lent and anficipate the observance of
Holy Week and Resurrection Sunday is that God would overwhelm us with unexpected blessings.
Let us continue in our Believe! series and be open to what God has for us as we seek to think, act
and be like Jesus. Let us be open to the ways God may choose to work in our lives, often beyond
our own plans and understanding. Let us be surprised by unexpected blessings as we continue
together in our journey to become just like Jesus!

Yours and HIS!

Paston Kenvin



SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 8:15 & 10:30 am

Date Title/Scripture Speaker
Believe Series

March 1 Sermon Title: “The 4 T’s of Stewardship” Pastor Kevin Richardson
Scripture: Psalm 24:1; Mark 12:41-44

March 8 Sermon Title: “Eternity” Pastor Kevin Richardson
Scripture: John 14:1-6

March 15 Sermon Title: “Worship” Pastor Kevin Richardson
Scripture: John 4:7-26

March 22 Sermon Title: “Lord Teach Us to Pray” Pastor Mary Etta Reinhart
Scripture: Luke 11:1-13

March 29 Sermon Title: “Bible Study” Pastor Kevin Richardson

Palm Sunday Scripture: Hebrews 4:12

April 5 Sermon Title: “Then they Remembered” Pastor Kevin Richardson

Easter Scripture: Luke 24:1-12

April 12 Sermon Title: “Single Mindedness” Pastor Kevin Richardson
Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34

April 19 Sermon Title: “Total Surrender” Pastor Kevin Richardson
Scripture: Romans 12:1-2

April 26 Sermon Title: “Community” Pastor Rita Carter
Scripture: Acts 2:44-47

Attendance & Giving
Date Worship  Sunday School  General Offering

January 4 211 122 $10,376.00 Building Maintenance Fund $614.00

January 11 212 114 $9,138.00 2¢ a Meal $68.00

January 18 113 43 $20,980.00 Birthday Offering $110.00

January 25 No Services/Sunday School $0.00 Brethren Housing $100.00

February 1 225 115 $23,193.31 Food Bank/SNM $150.00

February 8 178 107 $16,366.00 Change for Change $0.00

February 15 222 138 $15,702.00

February 22 208 118 $11,381.00

Maundy T hursday Love Feast

Join us for communion and foot (or hand!) washing just like Jesus did at the last supper!

Worship begins in the sanctuary at 7pm, then we will move to the FLC for the meal, foot washing and
communion. All are welcome!



@uv Couples Celebrating Anniversaries
Nlearch

13 Everett & Donna Kreider 20 Charlie & Edna Wagner
19 Shawn & Jen O’Connell 29 Bob & Denise Young
Copiil
2 Vince & Judy Becker 17 Glenn & Rita Carter 25 Josh & Jess Bledsoe
Sam & Anna Mary Glick Tom & Linda Hunter 27 Michael & Paige Herr
3 Greg & Linda Bledsoe 19 Ken & Fawn Sample 30 Ed & Rhonda Heidinger
Ron & Linda Bolt 22 Dennis & Glenda Findley Dave & Lori Holzhauer
12 Scott & Sheila Mull 24 Josh & Britni Akers Josh & Amy Housekeeper
15 Greg & Cindy Schneider Jared & Deidra Krantz

Celebrating Birthdays...

March
2 Dale Bollinger 11 Marian Kipp 16 Rhonda Holloway 20 Anna Mary Glick
Suzie Hershey Calah Bollinger Ethan Mellott Rilee Hershberger
3 Bill Guhl 13 Lucas Criswell 17 Anna Jane Glisson 23 Merv Keener
4 Perrie Holzhauer Gayle Hershberger Lucille Wenger 24 llalynn Krantz
Donna Kreider (Larry) Sheri Johnson 18 Lisa Holzhauer 26 Jake Holzhauer
6 Jay Myers 14 Ellie Holzhauer Sheila Mull 27 Sue McDonnell
7 Traci Homsher Brian Landis 19 Ben Wimer 28 Rachel Johnson
10 Kyle Johnson 15 Emma Housekeeper
April
1 Cohen Krantz 10 June Frey 15 Rick Graver 25 Josh Kreider
2 Ron Bolt Austin O’'Donnell Janet Smith Lori Holzhauer
Denise Young 11 Wade Davis 16 Eleanor Herr Ethan Kipp
3 Alexis Davis 13 Ed Heidinger Il 21 Brian Berkey Lars Rasmussen
4 Nancy Frey Tracy Mauger Nancy Wimer 27 Tara Graver
5 Katelyn Teaman Pam Platt 23 Jameson Stoltzfus 30 Doris Snyder
8 Noah Wood 14 Mike Shoemaker 24 Kerri Kreider Kay Swarr
9 Nora Bollinger Peggy Osborne

If you have a birthday or anniversary and it is not listed, please contact the church office.

CANCELLATION OF SERVICES & WEDNESDAY EVENING ROOTS ACTIVITIES

The decision to cancel Sunday morning services is made by the Board Chair and the Pastor. Any decision will be
announced on WDAC 94.5 radio, church website - www.mgcb.org, church Facebook page and the church
answering machine. If services are not cancelled and you feel it unsafe to travel, join us for worship online!

Wednesday evening ROOTS will be cancelled if Solanco School District has an early dismissal or is
CLOSED. If we need to make a decision before the school, we will do so by 1 pm and a message will be

placed on the church answering machine and the website.









UPCOMING EVENTS & INFORMATION

L% A

FEED MY STARVING
CHILDREN (

March 20-22
Willow Street Mennonite Church

For more information or to register to
help visit
https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2603-
022mi-willow-street-pa-lancaster-
county/c679291







May 13
Spring Congregational Business

Meeting at 7 pm.

June 18
Men’s Work Disaster Relief Picnic at

Alan & Pam Platt’s home.
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