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Why Christmas? 

 
             As the calendar turns to November, the rush to Christmas begins.  Christmas is celebrated 
primarily to commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ, the Savior and cornerstone of our faith, with the 
name "Christmas" itself meaning "mass of Christ.”  The early Christians did recognize Jesus’ birth and 
celebrate it, but Christmas was not oƯicially recognized until 336 CE in Rome.  At its core, Christmas 
is the celebration of the birth of Jesus, the Son of God, our Savior.   
 
 But why Christmas?  Why should we spend so much time focusing on the birth of Jesus when 
we know that salvation comes through His death and resurrection?  And when we consider all that 
has happened to commercialize Christmas, are we missing out on the true meaning of Christmas?  Is 
Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth still central in our observance of Christmas? 
 
 One of my running jokes with our girls is my yearly threat to simply skip Christmas.  With all the 
stress that comes with the holiday, I often say, “Why don’t we just skip Christmas this year and pick it 
up next year?”  Fortunately, the girls never take my threat seriously.  What kind of pastor would want 
to skip Christmas?  Why would anyone want to not celebrate “the most wonderful time of the year?” 
 
 As we approach the Advent season, we are going to attempt to answer the question of “Why 
Christmas?”  We will consider biblical passages that declare Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth.  We 
will re-tell the familiar story of Jesus birth but do so to help us better understand the incarnation and 
Jesus’ birth in the manger of Bethlehem.  Why did Jesus come to earth?  What does His birth really 
mean?  What is it that we are truly celebrating at Christmas? 
 
 For the four weeks of Advent starting on November 30th, we will engage in this advent series 
which will bring us to our Christmas eve celebration with a greater understanding and appreciation 
for Christmas and why Jesus came to earth.  Rachel Johnson will kick oƯ the series on November 
30th sharing how Jesus’ coming to earth reveals God to us.  Why Christmas?  Join us for the journey to 
greater understanding and appreciation of Christmas and why we celebrate beginning Sunday 
mornings at 8:15 am and 10:30 am on November 30.  May our journey through Advent to the joy of 
Christmas bring us closer to the One whose birth we celebrate! 
 

Pastor Kevin 

Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren 
1392 Robert Fulton Hwy  Quarryville, PA 17566 



 
November 2 Sermon Title: “Remembrance Sunday” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Philippians 1:1-6    
November 9 Sermon Title: “Wrestling with God” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Genesis 32:22-32  
 
November 16 Sermon Title: “Can I Have Your AƩenƟon Please?” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Exodus 3:1-14  
 
November 23 Sermon Title: “Give Thanks to the Lord” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17 
 

Why Christmas?  Sermon Series 
November 30 Sermon Title: “Jesus Reveals God” Rachel Johnson 
 Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-3 
 
December 7 Sermon Title: “Jesus Redefines Love” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture:  I John 4:9-10 
  
December 14 Sermon Title: “Jesus Redeems the Lost” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 19:10 
 
December 21 Sermon Title: “Jesus Restores Our Broken Fellowship” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture:  Colossians 1:19-23 
 
December 28 Sermon Title: “Redeeming the Time” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Ephesians 5:15-17 
     

     Date                 Title/Scripture       Speaker 

         Date            Worship    Sunday School      General OĄering          

 August 31 155   47 $15,367.21 Building Maintenance Fund   $856.00 
 September 7 161   77 $11,190.00 2¢ a Meal                 $288.60 
 September 14 164       112 $797.00  Birthday Offering $20.00         
 September 21 171               86 $16,126.00 Brethren Housing $200.00                 
 September 28 179 109 $8,416.00 Food Bank/SNM     $299.00              
 October 5 204 122   $20,475.00 Change for Change $76.25 
 October 12 206 114 $8,102.00 Mission Offering $5,446.00 
 October 19 202 129 $11,747.00   
 October 26       205        134 $13,606.00  

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the         
wisdom to know the difference. Living one day at a Ɵme; Enjoying one moment at a Ɵme; AccepƟng hardships as the 
pathway to peace; Taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; TrusƟng that He will make all 
things right if I surrender to His Will; That I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with Him          
Forever in the next".    AƩributed to Rienhold Niebuhr  



Our Couples Celebrating Anniversaries 

November 
 

 7 Glenn & Anna Mary Kreider 13 Paul & CharloƩe Trimble 19 Dave & Nancy Wimer  
   

December 
 

   4 Dan & Gayle Hershberger 26 Don & Frances Kreider    
 13 Hans & Tina Herr 30 Travis & Christy Heidinger  
  
 

Celebrating Birthdays… 
 
 

November 
 

 1 Chuck Groff 8 Morgan Holzhauer 23 Ivy Welch  
  Donita Reimold 9 Dennis Findley 27 Jess Bledsoe  
 3 Andi Holzhauer  Eric Holzhauer 29 JusƟn Hershberger   
  Glenn Wenger 13 Kirsten O’Connell  Dave Holzhauer    
  4 Colin Chadwick 16 Judy Hendrickson  Freida Pfender   
 7 Carol Trimble 20 Rufus Kreider    

 
December 

 
 1 Barbara Graham  8 August Herr 15 Joe Graybeal  23 BeƩe Lou Epler 
   ScoƩ Kreider   Michael Herr 17 Janae McMichael 24 Bob Swarr   
 2 Isaac Kreider   EvereƩ Kreider Jr 18 Peggy Rasmussen 29 Vince Becker  
  Mike Welch 9 Denise MelloƩ 19 Howard Hendrickson  Carolyn Wenger  
 5 Thomas Houghton 10 JusƟne Kreider 21 Hans Herr 31 Marcia Kauffman 
  Tom Hunter 12 Audrey Cunningham  Heather Kreider  
 6 Lacey Heidinger                              David Tshudy 22 Amy Graver 
    

  If you have a birthday or anniversary and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 
   

 
 
 
 
 

  

The decision to cancel Sunday morning services is made by the Board Chair and the Pastor. Any decision will be 
announced on WDAC 94.5 radio, church website - www.mgcb.org, church Facebook page and the church          
answering machine. If services are not cancelled and you feel it unsafe to travel, join us for worship online! 

 
Wednesday evening ROOTS will be cancelled if Solanco School District has an early dismissal or is 
CLOSED. If we need to make a decision before the school, we will do so by 1 pm and a message will be 

placed on the church answering machine and the website.  



 



 



 









Saturday, November 8 at 8 am 
Bring your gloves, rakes, shovels, and more                         
importantly you or just your helping hands! 
**Rain date Saturday, November 22 



 
This offering supports the following: Church of the Breth‐
ren Core Ministries (30%), Alpha & Omega Church (10%), 
Brethren Village Good Samaritan Fund (10%), Brethren 
Housing AssociaƟon (25%) and COBYS Family Services 
(25%). Prayerfully consider your giŌ to these                     
organizaƟons. 

In celebration, they have published two books Mended: 
A Story of Hope is a children’s book and is a delightful 
read for children of all ages. 
 
Many Hands, Being Good Neighbors in Time of Disaster 
documents the experiences of volunteers and survivors 
over the past two decades. 
 
MDS is the equivalent to our Brethren Disaster                 
Ministries. If you have ever wondered what  happens on 
these trips, the books may be found in the Resource 
Room by the Sanctuary. 

 




