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What is it our duty to build for future generations? 
                                                                                                                                    Susan Howard and Laura Mason 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Nearly 100 years ago, the first Waldorf School opened in Stuttgart, Germany. Out of that impulse an entire 
school movement was born. There are currently over 1,100 Waldorf Schools and over 2,000 Waldorf Early 
Childhood programs across the globe. 
 
The anniversary of the founding of the first Waldorf School provides us all with an opportunity to look to the 
past and recognize the work that came before us, which enables us to do our work today. It is also an 
opportunity to look toward the future and ask what we can do to support those who will come after us. 
 

 
 
In The Child’s Changing Consciousness, Steiner speaks of the three principle virtues: gratitude, love and duty. 
Gratitude naturally grows in children in their early years, so long as the adults around them are worthy of 
gratitude themselves. When true gratitude is fostered, the child can fully recognize their fellow humans and the 
beauty of the world around them. This foundation of gratitude provides an environment in which love can 
awaken in the child: love of the world, humanity and God. Finally, when the ability to love is fully awakened, a 
sense of duty to the world and others naturally unfolds from within. Now the child can fully integrate into 
society. 
 
Steiner’s ideas about the development of the foundational virtues lead us to questions that we can ask ourselves 
as we consider our work in the Waldorf movement. What work was done in the past that strengthens us as a 
movement today? What do we have to be grateful for? How is love manifest in our work today? Are our actions 
driven by love of the world and our fellow humans? What responsibilities do we have as carriers of the impulse 
of Waldorf Education into the future? What is it our duty to build for future generations? 
 
There are many wonderful ways in which those of us who are a part of this movement can engage in this 
celebration. The intention of this letter is to connect you with some of those resources and inspire you to take 
part! We encourage you to look, together with your early childhood colleagues, at the following resources and 
consider what would best meet the needs of your program and what might inspire you to take action. 
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 Waldorf 100 website – you are invited to peruse this site to see the inspiring activity going on in schools 
across the globe. 

 Waldorf 100 video – please view the inspiring video and consider adding a link to your website. 
 Waldorf 100 countdown – click here for instructions for adding the countdown widget to your website. 
 You are welcome to add the Waldorf 100 logo to your website (see below). 
 Study materials – The Pedagogical Section Council has prepared study materials to encourage enlivened 

study across the globe. Entry Points – A Guide to Rudolf Steiner’s Study of Man, can be purchased here. 
Please find Volume 1 here for your use. We encourage you to take up a study with colleagues at your 
program or in your region. 

 There will be a World Early Childhood Conference at the Goetheanum, April 15-19, 2019, on the theme of 
“Inner Freedom as Social Responsibility: Childhood as the Source of a Human Future”. Information on the 
conference will be available soon on the IASWECE website. We warmly encourage you to attend.  

 
Please also be aware that another Waldorf 100 video is being created that focuses on early childhood. If you 
have high quality video clips that you would like to be considered for possible inclusion in the video, please send 
them to: info@iaswece.org. 
 
We hope that you will find the work being done on this celebration of the movement inspiring. We will be in 
contact with you as new information becomes available. Please feel free to share with us what new ideas you 
may have. 
 

 
                                                                                                   
 
          
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Susan Howard is a member of the IASWECE Coordination Group and coordinator of WECAN (Association of 
Waldorf Kindergartens in North America). 
Laura Mason is a Waldorf kindergarten teacher in Bellevue, Washington, and is the Membership Coordinator of 
the Waldorf Early Childhood Association of North America. She is a member of the North American Waldorf 100 
Planning Group. 

To add the Waldorf 100 logo on your website: 

Right-click on the image, save as a file to your 

computer, then add to your website. 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBFHM9dym63scGcEpYCPtVep7RZK7_o0AM3Uz5yoWh7dtr6wKus6ZBxHSxlRtXGiKb1rIGjv0NZziAmHwc1Ngw0S8i80YtmJXCTri99_g2UwqLMlr89tDqLH_1QrRlJqSgBzmI6YoNvTe7oc8x-pAT0ufJrpkU-a&c=h9CNfx9TUJ_du3bCgXkDNPl_RGzeoXwCE_vcloJMVkW6BMoO-BK7Tg==&ch=WwCDKjaRz2p-QhTc38RxWjiKJm06BtXhJhFehakT51W2YjFwGl1NZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBFHM9dym63scGcEpYCPtVep7RZK7_o0AM3Uz5yoWh7dtr6wKus6ZLn9fjkgWHf-APzi26ZKCMsaxJIDpXuyJwg6FxvtN1g8dF2GEa9RAZRFlyu3LzKnpaZ-LlIEAL1AMJSEEmn1GzTc1FW629v59Gd1HZ0CVxiw3itjp9PRv82chjPTU38wKg==&c=h9CNfx9TUJ_du3bCgXkDNPl_RGzeoXwCE_vcloJMVkW6BMoO-BK7Tg==&ch=WwCDKjaRz2p-QhTc38RxWjiKJm06BtXhJhFehakT51W2YjFwGl1NZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBFHM9dym63scGcEpYCPtVep7RZK7_o0AM3Uz5yoWh7dtr6wKus6ZBxHSxlRtXGiXT1sglTUI5fKcpSIYBYHUlBudV9kfmtQ_nOMuId3-_RIj88YkT3xTUrX1NFNkvhZFjmEtNHHV0TB0VhRELVt-D21wyNEETfGDqivdz4BlY3Bn9O_Ci0C-gm3RPaoDSPclBWLeUclFs0qcOOsWbNdBLieKsqFDxxhnoQjjRfbyt0=&c=h9CNfx9TUJ_du3bCgXkDNPl_RGzeoXwCE_vcloJMVkW6BMoO-BK7Tg==&ch=WwCDKjaRz2p-QhTc38RxWjiKJm06BtXhJhFehakT51W2YjFwGl1NZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBFHM9dym63scGcEpYCPtVep7RZK7_o0AM3Uz5yoWh7dtr6wKus6ZBxHSxlRtXGiH1e_jRiF-JPtbleXgJnPks4530K7l5vzRxmrBTyOWys4uItlr1W9U2rN_v5WBij-k1E-eQxWYjzGwHYXPYbiYQ0aRwUz4isRTBurXe4ctIsliORGsQUFTXwh96THQNth&c=h9CNfx9TUJ_du3bCgXkDNPl_RGzeoXwCE_vcloJMVkW6BMoO-BK7Tg==&ch=WwCDKjaRz2p-QhTc38RxWjiKJm06BtXhJhFehakT51W2YjFwGl1NZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XBFHM9dym63scGcEpYCPtVep7RZK7_o0AM3Uz5yoWh7dtr6wKus6ZBxHSxlRtXGigyMGN6s-nwXlEMGDscsN47c3Jf5cur-X-4eTjLsqK0o5tk7EWX32cXFt3X3rtsM0XxbX2J0zpPibRwGog_nPRlnTbaKbnX3TkPtsSB-oAdvCX8yTHmHs_yvESPzsbp-tsn7Orq1oNSxqaIJZ-G85DI9bGanVFtPTAsZEujsGMZk=&c=h9CNfx9TUJ_du3bCgXkDNPl_RGzeoXwCE_vcloJMVkW6BMoO-BK7Tg==&ch=WwCDKjaRz2p-QhTc38RxWjiKJm06BtXhJhFehakT51W2YjFwGl1NZA==
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