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Waldorf 100 Festival at the Tempodrome in Berlin on September 19, 2019 

                                                                                          Early Childhood Presentation by Philipp Reubke 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the short break between two wonderful performances, which have been prepared in countless 
rehearsals for at least a year, I would like to inform you that the Waldorf professional group which I 
represent unfortunately cannot make a presentation today. This group works with children for four, 
five, or six years and yet nothing comes out of it that you can show off!  

So I am sorry, nothing has come of it, we cannot appear - warm greetings from mothers, child care 
providers, nursery and kindergarten teachers, including their few male colleagues.  

But before I go, I would like to make an excursion into the philosophy of German idealism. There the 
distinction is made between being and appearance, between becoming and what has become. The 
Tempodrome is a good example: carpenters and metal builders build the stage. When it is finished, 
the artists appear. Without construction, no stage, without a stage no concert, without becoming no 
being, without being no appearance, without kindergarten no school, without an acorn no oak, 
without a healthy little child no school pupil. 

Now someone can say that children don't have to go to the nursery and the kindergarten, they can 
already go to school at the age of 2. I would then say: don't you remember how important and 
intense life was when you played as a small child?  

Imagine you are a carpenter or a metal worker, they call you from the ends of the earth to build a 
Tempodrome. You make plans, prepare yourself, travel there and then you are told: the concert hall 
is already finished. Wherever you go: finished concert halls everywhere, prefabricated houses 
everywhere. Imagine that you are a cook, but nobody wants to eat your dishes, everyone eats frozen 
food. Imagine you are a musician, but nobody listens, everyone has CDs. You are a clown, but nobody 
laughs, and it is forbidden to do somersaults. Imagine you are a little child and the world is finished, 
and you are not allowed to do anything, just learn how the finished world works. If, for once, they let 
you do what you want for 5 minutes, you will be locked up in small rooms with objects perfectly 
designed to the taste of some people. Otherwise you are free, so to speak, but there are no 
construction sites. 
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This situation is a result of our great laziness. We love finished products, which we only have to 
consume and use. 

As a representative of the professional group I have mentioned, here is an appeal to all of us: let us 
make room for those of us who want to become active! But for the active among us, this requires the 
unfinished, the lack, the provisional, the changeable, a little hunger and thirst, and silence. And as I 
said, the most active among the builders, cooks, musicians and clowns are the little children.  

They need something as simple and unadorned as possible, so that they can supplement what is 
missing with their own imagination. They need time and space, so that the desire for activity can 
bubble out of them. Instead of being given ready-made things, they need work that creates 
something and then makes it go away. And instead of mistrust and competition, they need warmth 
and cooperation. 

This is what Waldorf early childhood educators and the International Association for Steiner Waldorf 
Early Childhood Education are committed to, so that little children can build their own bodies, their 
own basis of life and their own tempodrome, in which later on the most surprising artists can 
perform.       

Waldorf 100 - Learn to change the world. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Philipp Reubke worked as a Waldorf early childhood educator in Colmar and Mulhouse, France, from 
1996 to 2017. He lives near Lyon and is a member of the IASWECE Coordinating Group.  

 


