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another Netanyahu government.” 

Israel on full lockdown 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

announced on Wednesday a nationwide 

lock down to fight the coronavirus 

pandemic in Israel, saying the 

unprecedented steps that limited Israelis' 

movement were necessary because of the 

"real fear among health professionals that 

the number of deaths will increase 

dramatically in the coming days" Israel 

Hayom reports. 

"My fellow Israelis, you are familiar with 

the saying that saving one life is like 

saving the entire world, but there is a 

corollary: If you infect one person, it is 

like you have infected the entire world," 

Netanyahu said in his televised address. 

"These steps have been adopted by 

countries all over the world but they are 

not enough, because the number of 

infected [in Israel] has been tripling every 

three days, and we may very well end up 

with thousands of patients being gravely 

ill," he continued. 

Under the new restrictions, which came 

into effect on Wednesday night, people 

have to stay within 100 yards of their 

homes; all leisure activities and sporting 

events are barred; public transportation is 

suspended, taxis are only allowed to fare 

one passenger, and companies still 

operating would be required to check their 

employees' temperature before letting 

them enter the building. 

Essential services such as supermarkets, 

pharmacies, and access to medical care 

would not be limited, the Prime Minister's 

Office explained. Restaurants are allowed 

to make deliveries to customers who order 

food. 

Netanyahu warned that more restrictions 

may be announced if the current lock 

Opposition splinters, paving 

way for Netanyahu to 

remain prime minister 

Israel’s opposition leader splintered his 

political party to pursue the formation of a 

unity government, a move that creates a 

path for Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu to extend his tenure after three 

elections in one year, The Wall Street 

Journal reports. 

Blue and White party leader Benny Gantz 

stepped forward to become parliamentary 

speaker on Thursday, pivoting toward Mr. 

Netanyahu’s right-wing bloc and 

shattering his own base of support from a 

broad political spectrum. 

“These are not usual days and they 

require unusual decisions,” Mr. Gantz 

said shortly after being elected speaker of 

the Knesset. “I intend to promote in every 

way possible the creation of an 

emergency unity government. I will not 

compromise the values voted for by more 

than 1 million citizens. Mr. Netanyahu 

knows this very well.” 

Mr. Gantz won 74 votes in favor of his 

candidacy, including from Mr. 

Netanyahu’s Likud party and the rest of 

his right-wing bloc. Many members of his 

Blue and White alliance didn’t show up to 

vote and split away from the party. 

Mr. Gantz’s move dissolves the 61-seat 

bloc that he had cobbled together to 

recommend him to form a government 

last week, which opposed Mr. Netanyahu 

in the 120-seat Knesset. A disagreement 

over whether Mr. Netanyahu could serve 

while facing indictment on corruption 

charges stood in the way of the embattled 

premier’s efforts to extend his tenure 

through three inconclusive elections. 

The move will likely extend the prime 

minister’s time in power as he awaits trial. 

That trial is set to begin in May. Mr. 

Netanyahu denies wrongdoing. 

As Israel’s longest-serving prime 

minister, Mr. Netanyahu has earned the 

nickname “The Magician” for his ability 

to outmaneuver political opponents. He 

appeared to do so again by striking an 

agreement with Mr. Gantz to back away 

from a plan that would have seen Blue 

and White put forward a speaker 

candidate who Likud said would be a deal 

breaker in ongoing coalition discussions. 

“Gantz was faced with two problems, the 

first was the cohesion in his own party 

and the second was his inability to go 

back to the electorate having, in reality, 

failed to overcome Netanyahu three 

times,” said Jason Pearlman, a former 

adviser to President Reuven Rivlin. “This 

isn’t a long-term solution, but it gives him 

the space to negotiate a broader unity 

government with a much better hand.” 

“For Netanyahu,” Mr. Pearlman added, 

“this is a massive win.” 

As Israel’s lawmakers left the voting floor 

on Thursday, those in Mr. Netanyahu’s 

camp smiled, bumped elbows and wished 

Mr. Gantz good luck. Others who voted 

against him didn’t look at the new 

speaker. 

Two of Blue and White’s leaders, Yair 

Lapid and Moshe Yaalon, submitted a 

request to the Knesset on Thursday ahead 

of the vote to bump Mr. Gantz’s 15-seat 

faction from Blue and White and keep the 

name for their own factions, which 

comprise 18 seats. 

“Benny Gantz decided today to break 

apart Blue and White and crawl into 

Netanyahu’s government,” Mr. Lapid said 

Thursday evening. “What’s being formed 

today isn’t a unity government. It’s 
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today. As the shops in the airport are 

closed, the embassy has responded to 

hungry travelers' requests and the 

ambassador himself has provided the 

passengers with sandwiches and fruit. 

The flight was operated by a special team 

from Air India to operate the flight under 

strict quarantine regulations. 

Israel weighs options for El 

Al, including bankruptcy  

Israel is considering options for El Al 

Airlines Ltd. that include a bankruptcy 

filing as the coronavirus outbreak wipes 

out demand for travel, according to people 

with knowledge of the situation, 

Bloomberg reports. 

Officials are also examining the scope for 

mergers involving El Al and Israel’s two 

other main airlines, Israir Airlines and 

Arkia Israeli Airlines Ltd., according to 

one person, who asked not to be named as 

the deliberations are private. 

On Thursday, El Al canceled all flights 

until April 4.  

While radical steps are under 

consideration, discussions center on 

government-backed loans that would 

come in return for an efficiency plan 

including job losses and salary reductions, 

another person said, adding that the aid 

could total $500 million. El Al, which was 

struggling for profitability even before the 

pandemic, has already announced job 

workforce cuts and furloughs. 

Spokespeople for El Al and the Israeli 

government declined to comment. 

The airline, which has 7.1 billion shekels 

($2 billion) in debt, according to data 

compiled by Bloomberg, is among 

hundreds worldwide whose future is in 

doubt as the virus spreads. Carriers could 

lose $252 billion in revenue this year, 

down fails to slow the rate of infection. 

Coronavirus death toll 

climbs to 8, cases hit 2,693 

Another three coronavirus patients died 

from complications related to COVID-19 

Thursday, bringing Israel's death toll to 

eight, Ynetnews report.  

Most of the fatalities in Israel have been 

elderly and/or had serious underlying 

conditions. The number of overall 

coronavirus cases in the Holy Land, 

meanwhile, currently stands at 2,693. 

Of the latest cases number, 39 patients are 

in serious condition, 68 in moderate and 

2,483 have light symptoms. At least 68 

people have recovered from the illness. 

There are 432 people in hospital, 1,261 

are being treated at home, 325 are being 

treated in a specially designated hotel and 

573 are awaiting a decision on how they 

will be treated. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday four 

coronavirus patients had died in a matter 

of hours from complications related to the 

virus. 

Israel engineers rescue 

from Indian lockdown 

The Israeli Embassy in India Thursday 

completed a rescue operation of 316 

Israeli travelers from across India, putting 

them on a plane back to Israel, Arutz 

Sheva reports.  

The operation began last Thursday and 

included a series of complex steps that 

eventually resulted in the flight departing 

from Delhi to Israel. The embassy 

brought the tourists to the plane as India 

entered a lockdown in response to the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

After the travelers arrived in Delhi, the 

Embassy worked with the local Chabad 

House to accommodate the travelers and 

enter them in the days remaining until the 

flight. 

Due to the unique nature of some of the 

travelers in India, the embassy also dealt 

with individual problems as well as visa 

extension and passport renewal. Finally, 

in a complex police operation, the 

travelers were brought to the airport 
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according to the International Air 

Transport Association, which says 

bailouts of $200 billion may be needed to 

save the industry. 

El Al has been closely tied to the 

development of Israel after being 

founded alongside the country itself in 

1948, and was state-owned until being 

privatized in 2004. According to the 

latest annual report the government owns 

1.1% of El Al and a “golden share” that 

protects national interests such as 

maintaining it as an Israeli company and 

ensuring a minimum flight capacity, 

including for emergency or security 

purposes.  

Mossad scores another 

400,000 coronavirus tests  

The Mossad intelligence service on 

Thursday helped bring another 400,000 

coronavirus test kits to Israel from an 

undisclosed foreign location, The Times 

of Israel reports. 

That was in addition to the roughly 

100,000 test kits the spy agency brought 

to Israel last week. 

The Prime Minister’s Office, which is 

responsible for the Mossad, said the 

intelligence service had imported the 

chemical reagents needed to perform 

approximately 400,000 tests. The swabs 

needed to carry out the task are being 

sourced both internally and from a 

number of foreign countries. 

* * * 

Artzeinu wishes all its readers health 

and safety through this tragic pandemic.  
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