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Bnei Brak under a tighter lockdown, and 

prevented many Jerusalem residents, 

mostly in predominantly ultra-Orthodox 

areas, from leaving “zones” demarcated 

by the authorities. 

The two areas have seen high rates of 

coronavirus infection, but health officials 

have been encouraged by the effects of 

the containment measures and willingness 

of sick residents to be moved to isolation 

hotels. 

Residents of the Jerusalem neighborhoods 

will now be under the same restrictions as 

the rest of the country, which keep them 

within 100 meters of their homes, with 

exceptions of purchasing food, supplies, 

outdoor exercise, and going to work. 

Netanyahu has yet to start 

assigning his ministers  

Officials close to the Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu said he still hasn't 

begun dealing with the "headache" of 

distributing ministerial portfolios to Likud 

MKs, but was dealing with one issue – 

trying to secure Yuli Edelstein's position 

as Knesset speaker – despite the 

agreement with Blue and White to remove 

him as a candidate, Israel Hayom reports 

Thursday.   

Netanyahu's aides said the prime minister 

was making an effort to secure the 

appointment, but officials in Edelstein's 

circle said Netanyahu was simply paying 

lip service without really intending to put 

up a flight on the matter. 

"The prime minister isn't dealing with any 

appointments for [Likud] officials for the 

time being, but he is trying to work on 

behalf of Edlestein's appointment," an 

official close to Netanyahu said. 

-6.3% GDP hit projected 

The International Monetary Fund on 

Israel set to ease 

restrictions as coronavirus’s 

outbreak begins to ease 

The government was set to approve on 

Thursday further lifting of restrictions 

imposed on the public and the economy in 

an effort to curb the spread coronavirus, 

Ynetnews reports.  

The tentative agreement will open more 

local businesses, such as hair salons, 

barbershops and car wash services, as 

long as they are not located inside 

shopping malls. A decision to reopen 

malls will be discussed next week after a 

tracking app to monitor shoppers gets 

approval from officials. 

The death toll in Israel from the 

Coronavirus reached 191 Thursday, with 

14,592 confirmed cases nationwide, Israel 

Hayom reports. 

The number of patients in critical 

condition was 136, three fewer than the 

day previous, with 107 of them on 

ventilators, compared to 113 on 

Wednesday. At least 112 patients are in 

moderate condition and 8,819 have mild 

symptoms. As of Thursday, 5,334 Israelis 

have recovered from the virus. On 

Thursday, the number of recoveries 

exceeded the number of new diagnoses 

for the eighth day in a row. 

There were 455 coronavirus patients 

receiving treatment in hospitals while 

6,207 people were quarantined at home, 

as of Thursday. Another 2,384 people 

were receiving treatment in specially 

converted hotels. 

Israeli scientists work on 

COVID vaccine, treatment 

Scientists racing toward a vaccine against 

COVID-19 at Israel's MigVax will 

commence a safety and efficacy 

assessment in rodents in May prior to 

initiating human trials during the summer 

months, The Jerusalem Post reports.  

Kiryat Shemona-based MigVax, an 

affiliate of the Migal Galilee Research 

Institute, is working to adapt a vaccine 

developed over the past four years against 

infectious bronchitis virus (IBV) -- a 

coronavirus strain causing bronchial 

disease in poultry -- for human use. Phase 

1/2 clinical trials in humans will start 

during the summer of 2020 and last six to 

nine months. 

Meanwhile, a drug that has shown 

promising results against coronavirus is 

going to be tested in four hospitals in 

Israel as part of a global trial involving 

some 40 clinical centers. The drug, 

Selinexor, or XPOVIO as it is currently 

marketed in the US, was developed by 

oncology-focused pharmaceutical 

company Karyopharm Therapeutics. The 

company was co-founded by Israeli 

scientist Sharon Shacham in 2008. It is 

based in the US but maintains a regional 

office in Israel. XPOVIO was developed 

for treating patients with relapsed or 

refractory multiple myeloma. It is FDA 

approved for this purpose. However, it has 

the potential to be a tool to fight the 

coronavirus, and clinical trials are needed 

to assess its effectiveness, according to 

the company. 

Closure eased for Bnei Brak, 

Jerusalem neighborhoods 

Emergency regulations with specific 

lockdown measures for residents of the 

ultra-Orthodox city of Bnei Brak and 

many Jerusalem neighborhoods were 

eased Monday, The Times of Israel 

reports.  

The special measures kept residents of 
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the  

military cemeteries and memorial sites. 

Intercity travel will be prohibited with the 

exception of people going to work and 

shopping in permitted stores. 

On Independence Day, which begins 

Tuesday evening and ends Wednesday 

evening, a general curfew will be in effect 

requiring people to remain within 100 

meters of their homes — except for 

medicinal needs — and banning intercity 

travel, similar to the curfew earlier this 

month for Passover. 

Regarding the blanket ban on visiting 

cemeteries on Memorial Day, Defense 

Minister Naftali Bennett said Wednesday 

families would be allowed to visit before 

Memorial Day.  

“It’s a painful decision, but it’s 

necessary," he said.  

The pair of sirens that sound each 

Memorial Day — one at 8 p.m. to bring in 

the holiday and one at 11 a.m. the 

following day — will be heard as normal.   

The IDF said it was canceling the annual 

airshow in which fighter jets and other 

military aircraft traverse the country, to 

keep spectators from gathering. Instead, 

four stunt planes will perform over 

hospitals to pay tribute to healthcare 

workers. 

Slam dunk 

Deni Avdija, a 19-year old Israeli ranked 

by ESPN as the fifth-best basketball 

prospect in the world, declared on 

Thursday that he will enter the NBA Draft 

scheduled for June 25, JTA reports.   

Avdija, a 6-foot-9 power forward, plays 

for Maccabi Tel Aviv.  

He is only the sixth Israeli ever to enter 

the draft for the world’s top pro league 

and is expected to be the second, after 

Omri Casspi, to be drafted in the first 

round. 

Thursday predicted that the Israeli 

economy is likely to lose 6.3% of the 

gross domestic product in 2020 over the 

coronavirus outbreak, Israel Hayom 

reports. 

This was a gloomier prediction than the 

one issued by the Bank of Israel earlier 

this month, saying that the pandemic is 

likely to bite into 5.3% of the GDP in 

2020. 

Pompeo says annexation of 

West Bank up to Israeli  

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said 

on Wednesday it was up to Israel whether 

to annex parts of the West Bank and said 

that Washington would offer its views 

privately to Israel’s new government, 

drawing a warning from Palestinians who 

vowed not to “stand handcuffed” if Israel 

formally took their land, Reuters reports. 

“As for the annexation of the West Bank, 

the Israelis will ultimately make those 

decisions,” Pompeo told reporters. 

“That’s an Israeli decision. And we will 

work closely with them to share with 

them our views of this in (a) private 

setting.” 

Pompeo also said he was “happy” Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 

centrist rival Benny Gantz signed a deal 

on Monday to form a national emergency 

government, saying he did not think a 

fourth Israeli election was in Israel’s 

interest. 

The coalition agreement says that while 

the new government will strive for peace 

and regional stability, plans to extend 

Israeli sovereignty to Jewish settlements 

in the occupied West Bank - land the 

Palestinians seek for a state - could 

advance. 

Limited commemorations 

on tap for next week  

The cabinet on Wednesday voted to 

severely limit commemorations and 

celebrations of Israel’s independence and 

memorial days to stem the spread of 

coronavirus, The Times of Israel reports.  

On Memorial Day, which begins next 

Monday night and ends Tuesday evening, 

people will be barred from visiting 
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Avdija, who was born in Kibbutz Beit 

Zera in Northern Israel, is carrying on a 

family tradition with his athletic prowess. 

His father, Zufer, a Muslim Serbian-

Israeli citizen, played for his native 

Yugoslavia’s national basketball team as 

well as several Israeli pro teams in the 

1990s. His mother, Sharon Artzi, is a 

Jewish Israeli and former track and field 

athlete. Avdija holds dual Israeli and 

Serbian citizenship. 

In memoriam 

The following notable Israelis have died 

from the coronavirus: 

> The founder and chairman of the Gift 

of Life (Matnat Chaim) NGO, Rabbi 

Yeshayahu Heber, passed away on 

Thursday at the age of 55. Matnat Chaim 

encourages healthy volunteers donate 

kidneys to patients who require a 

transplant. Some 800 kidney donations 

were made thanks to the activities of 

Rabbi Heber, who himself underwent a 

kidney transplant. 

> Rabbi Chaim Aharon Turchin, 48, 

passed away Monday, leaving behind a 

wife and 14 orphaned children. He was a 

Rosh Yeshiva at Ohr Yitzchak in 

Jerusalem and considered a great 

Talmudic scholar.  

> Former Sephardic Chief Rabbi Eliyahu 

Bakshi-Doron, 79, died in mid-April. 

Born in 1941 in Jerusalem, Bakshi in 

1993 became the Rishon LeZion, the title 

given to the chief Sephardic rabbi of 

Israel, a position he held until 2003. 

In 2017, he was convicted of fraud and 

breach of trust in a scheme to give out 

false credentials, and sentenced to 

probation, as well as a fine.  
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