
into poison...  

  
punishment and retribution for others. In fact, we feel  
slighted when another receives merciful justice. We be-
grudge it.  
 

We also have a tendency to think of ourselves alone espe-
cially when life is comfortable. When all is well we forget 
that others might be struggling. When issues do not di-
rectly affect us, we unintentionally become indifferent to 
them.  
 

Perhaps that is why the Prophet Amos years ago, when 
Israel was experiencing a season of ease, economic 
wealth and prosperity, called them to awaken to the cries 
of anguish and misery in their wider community. His 
words are difficult to receive—if we don’t hear the cries 
of those who are oppressed, see the broken bodies of the 
abused, we turn justice into poison. Ouch!  Some years 
later, Jesus called the people to the same.  
 

Today, such a moment calls us to be as passionate about 
communal, social and systemic justice, about merciful 
and kind justice for all, as we are about our own personal 
properties and personal need for justice and fairness.  
 

For a people of faith who hear God’s voice still speaking, 
who endeavor to walk the Jesus way, who celebrate the 
plethora of the Holy Spirit’s gifts, sleeping through the 
affliction and anguish of others is not an option.  
 

The truth is, another’s affliction is our affliction. Another’s 
pain is our pain. Because God created one human race, 
humanity is one, pain is shared, its brokenness and its 
restoration, its wounds and its healing belong to us ALL. 

Sometimes it is excruciatingly painful to hear the voice of 
the prophets. It is particularly difficult today in this emo-
tionally charged time of COVID with its grief, losses and 
isolation. Yet, faith is not only about comfort, it is also 
about speaking Love’s truth. And truth sometimes hurts. 
 

Justice in the Scriptures is twofold:   
1. Justice for personal property and clear lines of conduct 
2. Justice for those who are oppressed and marginalized 
 

The first can be seen as personal, the second as commu-
nal. In both cases justice is about righting a wrong. When 
someone wrongs another they are indebted to make it 
right. When some are usurped of human dignity and con-
sidered unequal, we are indebted to make the relation-
ships and the structures right, hence the word debts in 
the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Debts are owed, inferring financial and non-financial ow-
ing, as in “mortgage debt” and “debt of gratitude.” In our 
everyday living we owe one another, for life is a web of 
reciprocity. We owe God also.  
 

Recently, one of our pastors observed that in our society 
it is easier for us to grasp justice for personal property 
than justice for society and community, for all.   
 

We humans do have a penchant for justice. We are sensi-
tive to being treated unjustly. Generally, we expect to be 
treated fairly and intend to treat others the same way.  
Yet, it seems our definition of justice only applies to us, 
our own selves. We want merciful and kind justice for  
ourselves but, under the same circumstances, we want  
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JUSTICE  
You have turned 

Amos 6  


