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I am routinely asked, “What can churches do to welcome a veteran home, and not become 
overly nationalistic?”  Veterans will confess that, “Coming home has been the most difficult part 
of my deployment (service), I don’t fit in or belong anywhere.”  After two decades of working 
with veterans, their family members, community organizations, and local congregations, I have 
several suggestions: 

• Express gratitude for the homecoming. 
• Create sacred rituals within a worship service on the Sunday of Veterans Day (November 

11) and Memorial Day (The last Monday of May).   
o Emphasize/highlight the qualities and characteristics of character: 

▪ Willing to suffer for the people 
▪ Sacrificial giving/service 
▪ “No greater love…” 
▪ Choices that were emotionally charged due to the morals and personal 

ethics 
▪ Recognize that they were “changed” and now carry wisdom 
▪ The community/congregation accepts and carries their responsibility for 

“sending” them into harm’s way 
▪ The music, scripture, hymns, anthems could reflect these Christian 

characteristics, rather than nationalism 
• On the fifth Sunday of the month (there are four per year) list those who are serving 

presently, and those who served, in the worship bulletin.  This connects the 
congregation to the veteran and service person. 

• Recognize “The Four Chaplains” the first Sunday of February.   The four chaplains were a 
Rabbi, Catholic, and two Protestant ministers who gave their life jackets to soldiers on 
the USS Dorchester.  It is a remarkable story of sacrificial giving, and unity regardless of 
religion or denomination. 

• Create a library section for resources and books written by veterans, their family 
members, etc.  Many of these resources discuss the Just War theory.  Many lift up the 
spiritual crisis of warfare as it impacts the individual.   

• Start a “Just War” or “Just Peace” Sunday School Class 
• Start a Bible study focused on the issues of Moral Injury, Post Traumatic Stress, 

homecoming. 
• Dedicate a summer picnic or a luncheon/dinner on one of the aforementioned days 

when we remember.  Invite a veteran to speak. 
• Discern resources within the community that support veterans.  E.G. Red, White, and 

Blue; Blue Star Mothers; Vet Center; etc. 


