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Dear former or current Matt Cohen and Associates client: 

The impact of COVID on education has been monumental.   Students with disabilities were especially affected by the loss of regular school and the implementation of remote learning due to COVID restrictions.  Fortunately, the federal government and the Illinois State Board of Education anticipated this and, starting back in March 2020, declared that some students with disabilities may be entitled to compensatory education to help counter the impact of remote learning on their education. 

We believe that you may have a right to receive compensatory education if your child suffered a loss of progress or ability due to the lack of adequate instruction due to COVID restrictions and remote learning. If your child received inadequate programming during remote learning and their progress was delayed or lost as a result, we recommend that you contact your school district’s special education administration to clarify whether and how the District will provide compensatory education to your child. If the District is refusing to offer compensatory education generally, or to your child in particular, you have the right to challenge this via mediation or a due process hearing. 

If you are uncertain of your child’s possible right to compensatory education and/or the District has already indicated opposition to providing compensatory education and you want to evaluate the possibility of challenging your district’s position/decision, we can assist you in evaluating your situation.   

A PowerPoint discussing Compensatory Education vs. Services  https://mattcohenandassociates.box.com/s/lvzukbe3f7gawchz1kerb571mfle3ckb
A webinar about Parents Rights During the School Shutdowns can be watched here: 
https://zoom.us/rec/play/65Z-Ir-trjk3SIGdsASDUP5wW421eP6shyNP_6YKz0mxAnBQNgf1Z7FEa-DQhaLxLZQ4jEKvXE5F4TVZ?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=LkyjieOZTOOvTiHLNER-UA.1592322392562.207a97e281d3332e6865a2c7d3d172ae&_x_zm_rhtaid=896

Contact Tami Kuipers at 866-787-9270 if you have any questions or concerns.  
							
							Sincerely,
							Matt Cohen 
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