
The League of Women Voters of Dare County 

Board of Directors Meeting 

 Tuesday, January 15, 2019  

Town Hall, Kill Devil Hills 

10:15 AM 

 

I. Call to Order and Announcements  

The board meeting was called to order at 10:19 AM by Co-President Fran Kapinos. Attending were: Nancy 

Birindelli, Judy Lotas, Marion Midgett, Andrea Schollaert, Lorelei DiBernardo, Craig Merrill, Susan 

Merrill, and Jessica Loose.   

 

II.        Approval of the Minutes 

Fran called for approval of the minutes of the November 20, 2018 board meeting.  Judy moved they be 

approved, the motion was seconded by Jessica, and it passed unanimously. 

 

III. Treasurer's Report- Nancy Birindelli 

Nancy distributed and reviewed the Treasurers Report. Operating Checking Account Balance is $8,883 and 

CEF (Citizens Education Fund) is $7,031.  Combined Balance is $15,914. A motion to accept the 

treasurer’s report was made by Marion, seconded by Judy, and the motion passed.   Nancy also described a 

change in CEF reimbursement procedures:  Rather than apply for CEF reimbursement for the Citizens 

Guide (via the NC-LWV) after we pay locally, she will apply for CEF payment using the initial invoice. 

 

IV.   Committee Reports 

Fundraising / Citizens Guide – Carol Butscher & Nancy Birindelli 

Nancy reviewed the Donor Lists on the back page of the Citizens Guide, as well as the In-Kind / cash 

donations less than $100 on the inside back cover.   Judy made a fundraising suggestion, involving local 

businesses, which we agreed to consider going forward.  

Jessica suggested a titling change to the Spanish Citizens Guide: Remove ‘Citizens Guide’ from the 

Spanish version and title it ‘Your Guide to Community Resources’, as many in the target audience are not 

citizens.  This suggestion will be considered as most board members thought it was a good one. 

   

Nominating Committee--Andrea Schollaert, Chair 

Andrea announced that she wanted to form a committee to address open board vacancies currently and for 

next year.  Fran pointed out that the By Laws require the Nominating Committee to consist of 1 non-board 

member, 1 board member and the Chair. Nancy offered to participate as the board member and several 

names were suggested from the general membership for the non-board member.  A New Member Info / 

Social is planned for January 23 at Judy’s home and this event will hopefully help source a member for the 

Committee &/or for the board.  Andrea plans to convene the Nominating Committee meeting soon after the 

January 23 event.   

According to the By Laws, we will replace Teuta as Co-President, due to her recent resignation, and Judy 

agreed to be the new Co-President.  A motion was made by Jessica to accept Judy in the Co-President role, 

seconded by Susan, and it passed unanimously.   

 

Membership—Susan Merrill  



Susan reported that there are 88 members on the current member list, 61 primary and 17 secondary 

members.  There are 15 members from the 2017-18 list that have not rejoined.   Susan also stated that she 

would send board members an updated membership list. 

 

Voter Services –Lin Logan/ Mary Jane Slesinski/ Lorelei DiBernardo, Co-chairs 

Lorelei reported satisfaction with joining VOTE411 for last year’s election cycle.  There are Municipal 

elections scheduled for 2019 in the 6 towns and plans have begun to utilize VOTE411 in support of these 

elections.  Lorelei volunteered to Chair Voter Services for the year 2019-20. 

 

Voter Registration – Jessica Loose, Chair 

Jessica volunteered to Chair Voter Registration for the year 2019-20. 

 

Board of Elections – James Cofield, Chair 

James was unable to attend, but he sent a report outlining the confusion throughout the state due to the state 

Board of Elections being disbanded. This also affects all the county boards.  James will keep us updated as 

changes occur. 

 

ERA – Judy Lotas, Chair  

Judy reported that progress is being made in obtaining ERA contacts (“allies”) in all NC counties.  Judy is 

responsible for counties in the eastern part of the state.  She also reported progress in the Virginia state 

legislature toward ratification of the ERA. 

 

First Friday Hot Topic Luncheons- Colleen Oaksmith 

As Colleen was unable to attend, there was a general discussion about possible topics for the February 1st 

FFHT luncheon.  After discussion it was decided to focus on the ERA, feature the 30 minute ‘Equal Means 

Equal’ video, and schedule the lunch at Roosters Restaurant in KDH. 

 

Publicity – Marty Hamed 

No report. 

 

Social Media / Facebook / Web page – Teuta Towler 

No report. 

 

 Healthcare – Ali Breaux 

No report. 

 

Education – Marion Midgett, Chair   

Marion reported on recent Board of Education meetings and highlights include:  1) New members of the 

Board of Education were recently sworn in.  Bea Basnight is now the Chair, Mary Ellen Ballance is the 

Vice Chair.   2) The dual language programs recently introduced in the elementary schools have been met 

very positively.  As a result, the board is planning on expanding the programs. 

 

Natural Resources –Craig Merrill, Chair 

Craig has scheduled an evening educational meeting on “Off Shore Drilling & Seismic Testing” for Feb 27 

at 7 – 8:30 at the KDH Meeting Room.  Michael Flynn, Coastal Advocate from the Coastal Federation, is 

the speaker. Craig is also working on coordinating another program entitled “How to Live an 



Environmentally Sound Life” with a speaker from the Coastal Studies Institute (CSI).  This program is 

tentatively targeted for the month of April. 

 

V.   Old Business 

  

 VI.   New Business.  

Insurance Forum, Feb 13, 7 – 830 pm at KDH Town Hall Meeting Rm will be presented by Willo Kelly, 

and co-sponsored by LWV Dare and OBAR.  KDH has agreed to sponsor / tape the Forum and Nancy and 

John Town will work together to facilitate the taping and to publish it on our YouTube page. 

 

Nancy suggested a commendation be made to KDH for their help and support for our meetings and forums.  

Nancy agreed to create the commendation. 

 

Nancy is a member of the LWVNC Nominating Committee and she announced that Craig has been 

nominated to a board position on the state board. 

 

Lorelei stated that Janet Hoy had contacted her to participate on February 8 & 9 LWVNC workshop in 

Greenville to 1) focus LWVNC efforts going forward and 2) identify and define roles between the 

LWVNC and local chapters to streamline and eliminate redundancies.  Lorelei asked for a partner from the 

board to go along with her.  Craig and Judy stated that they would also be there in their capacity as LAT 

leaders. 

 

Jessica stated that she is a board member of the Dare Education Foundation which supports Dare Co 

students and teachers.  She went on to discuss another group that she works with called Sea Change 

Partnership.  Looking to increase cross-cultural interaction, she asked for volunteers from the board 

members present to read the book “The Distance Between Us” and to be prepared to discuss the book. 

 

Nancy and Lorelei reported their positive reaction to the new Dare LWV website, which was published 

earlier this month.  They also want to make sure that any key information contained on the old site was 

included in the new one.  A sub-committee formed (Nancy, Jessica, Craig and Lorelei) to meet and review 

the 2 sites to determine what recommendations can be made.  All present expressed appreciation for the 

effort that Teuta has made in creating the new site. 

  

VIII. Adjournment    

A motion to adjourn was made by Jessica.  It was seconded by Judy and it passed.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 12:35 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Lorelei DiBernardo, due to absence of Glenda Keel, Secretary  


