
On April 24, leaders from ASCCA, the California Autobody Association, and the California Tire Dealers 
Association gathered in Sacramento for the 2018 Automotive Aftermarket Industry Legislative Day.  
 
ASCCA President Rocky Khamenian began the morning by thanking those in attendance and highlighting 
the work they do every year to participate directly in the legislative making process, to promote policies 
that will benefit the industry, and to stop policies that won’t. 
 
This year, we were proud to be joined by Betty Jo Toccoli, President of the Small Business Association, 
who spoke about the importance of building relationships with legislators—both in their Sacramento 
and district offices. By establishing a rapport with their offices, Betty Jo advised, legislators will begin to 
look to you as a trusted source of information and a subject matter expert.  
 
ASCCA Lobbyist Jack Molodanof then provided the attendees with an overview of how to effectively 
communicate our message with legislators and their staff and described the bills that were being 
highlighted, including:  

• ASCCA-supported legislation, AB 1743 (O’Donnell), which would extend current funding for the 
Career Technical Education Incentive Grant Program, benefitting California’s automotive shop 
programs that need funding for teachers, equipment, and tools to help educate the future of 
our workforce;  

• ASCCA-opposed legislation, AB 2908 (Berman), which would give CalRecyle (which oversees the 
tire recycling program) the ability to create a new per tire fee up-to-$1.00, on top of the current 
$1.75 per-tire fee already in place—despite the fact CalRecycle doesn’t spend the $35 million 
that the current fee already brings in; and  

• SB 993 (Herteberg), legislation which would enact major tax reforms including the expansion of 
the sales tax to include all services, including automotive repair labor which is currently 
excluded. 

 
Following his briefing, Jack Molodanof introduced the day’s special guest, Assembly Member Jordan 
Cunningam (R-San Luis Obispo). Prior to joining the Legislature, Asm. Cunningham served as a deputy 
district attorney in San Luis Obispo County and later started his own law firm, the Cunningham Law 
Group.  
 
A business owner himself, Asm. Cunningham discussed the importance of advocacy and the challenges 
that small businesses face in California. He also discussed the need for investment in career technical 
education, noting that these alternative programs offer students a different pathway to successful, high-
paying careers such as automotive repair. 
 
At the end of the morning session, attendees heard from Pat Dorais, Chief of California’s Bureau of 
Automotive Repair. Mr. Dorais has attended several of our legislative days, and always provides valuable 
updates on new BAR initiatives, personnel changes, and regulatory changes.  
 
Finally, attendees gathered their information packets, walked across the street to the State Capitol, and 
spent the day advocating on behalf of the men and women of California’s automotive aftermarket 
industry.  
 
Thank you to our special guests and to everyone who joined us in Sacramento for another successful 
legislative day!  
 


