
St Francis Episcopal Church San Jose, CA
Morning Prayer, Thursday, December 2, 2021
Commemoration of Channing Moore Williams

Bishop of Japan and China, d. 1910

When 2 people are reading:   READER 1: Plain Text     Reader 2: Italics     Both: Bold
If there are 2 lessons, a reading and subsequent canticle may be omitted. 
 
You are invited to begin the service by lighting a candle. 
 

Have you heard the news:

Get the news writers ready.
Rearrange their headlines
with words of hope and expectation

Get the economists excited.
Give them news of upturns and renewal
in people’s values rather than market value

Get the politicians lobbied.
Inform them it is time to measure
their new index of the nation’s gross national happiness

Get the poor prepared.
Invite them to find their place at table
and help themselves to a banquet shared with the rich

Get justice underway.
Get busy crushing the darkness
and countering the now exposed half-truths of those in power

Get the bread of life baked.
Get the wine of truth poured
and bring on the advent of God 

Prepare ye
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the way of the Lord1

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and
mind. As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and forever. Amen. 

Psalm 96
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; proclaim the good news of his salvation from
day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but it is the Lord who made the
heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! Oh, the power and the splendor of
his sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the
course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying* with them,
he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with* the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.

1 ~ written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on the New Kilpatrick Parish Church

website. https://www.nkchurch.org.uk/original-liturgy 
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
    “when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
    and with the people of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant
    I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
    to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
    though I was a husband to[d] them,[e]”
declares the LORD.
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
    after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds
    and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
    and they will be my people.
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor,
    or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’
because they will all know me,
    from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the LORD.
“For I will forgive their wickedness
    and will remember their sins no more.” Jeremiah
31:31-34

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen

 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke
10After this the Lord appointed seventy* others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs
to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, ‘The harvest
is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
labourers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into
the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.
5Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.
7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer
deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a
town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are
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there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.”* 10But whenever
you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11“Even
the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know
this: the kingdom of God has come near.”* 12I tell you, on that day it will be more
tolerable for Sodom than for that town.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away and the sea was no more.
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a great voice from the throne saying, 'Behold, my dwelling is with my
people.
'I will dwell with them and they shall be mine, and I myself will be with them.
'I will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more.
'Neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more, for the former
things have passed away.'
And the One who sat upon the throne said, 'Behold, I make all things new.'

Revelation 15:3-4
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever. 
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope; 
And we shall never hope in vain. 

 O God, who in your providence called Channing Moore Williams to the ministry of
this church and gave him the gifts and the perseverance to preach the Gospel in
new lands: Inspire us, by his example and prayers, to commit our talents to your
service, confident that you uphold those whom you call; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Holy God of Peace,
We seek your peace in these darkening days.
We seek a calm within, yes.
And an absence of conflict between people and nations.
But more deeply, we seek your shalom –
the deep and abiding peace

5



that will come only through the justice of your kingdom. Amen.2

O God of all seasons and senses,
grant us the sense of your timing
to submit gracefully and rejoice quietly in the turn of the seasons.

In this season of short days and long nights,
of grey and white and cold,
teach us the lessons of endings;
children growing, friends leaving, loved ones dying,
grieving over,
grudges over,
blaming over,
excuses over.

O God, grant us a sense of your timing.
In this season of short days and long nights,
of grey and white and cold,
teach us the lessons of beginnings;
that such waitings and endings may be the starting place,
a planting of seeds which bring to birth what is ready to be born—
something right and just and different,
a new song, a deeper relationship, a fuller love—
in the fullness of your time.
O God, grant us the sense of your timing.3

Let us clearly recognize what it means to be called the children of God, and to
know we are to be your saints neither by our own inclination nor in our own
strength but simply by the call and the healing holiness of Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen!4

And may the blessing of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the
Holy Spirit surround us and sustain us in the coming days. Amen.

4 ~ written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home Page.
http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/61SAINTS.htm

3 written by Ted Loder, in Guerrillas of Grace.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0014ENRR4/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?ie=UTF8&btkr=1

2 ~ written by Joanna Harader, and posted on Spacious Faith. http://spaciousfaith.com/
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CHANNING MOORE WILLIAMS
MISSIONARY TO ASIA (2 DEC. 1910)

Williams was born in Richmond, Virginia, in 1829, and ordained
deacon in 1855. The Episcopal Church sent him to China, where
he was ordained priest in 1857. In 1859 he was sent to Nagasaki,
Japan, and in 1866 was consecrated Bishop of China and Japan. In
1868 Japan was opened to far greater contact with the West than
before, and he determined that he could achieve best results by
concentrating his efforts on Japan. In 1874 (or is that 1877?) a new
bishop (Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewski, see October 14) was
consecrated for China, and Williams went to Tokyo (then called
Edo or Yedo), where he founded what is now St Paul's University.
In 1878 he helped unite several mission efforts in the formation of
the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Holy Catholic Church in Japan. In 1889 his health began to fail,
and he asked to be relieved. In 1893 a successor was appointed, and Williams stayed on,
living in Kyoto and helping to open new mission stations. He returned to America in 1908
and died 2 December 1910.
 

by James Kiefer

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Channing_Williams.htm
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