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You are invited to begin the service by lighting a candle. 

 

O Lord, open my eyes that I may see the needs of others
Open my ears that I may hear their cries;
Open my heart so that they need not be without succor;
Let me not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong,
Nor afraid to defend the poor because of the anger of the rich.
Show me where love and hope and faith are needed,
And use me to bring them to those places.
And so open my eyes and my ears
That I may this coming day be able to do some work of peace for thee. Amen.1

____________________________________________________________________

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.       1 John 4:16
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.  As
we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts
on fire with love for you; now and forever. Amen. 

Psalm 32
8 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of
deliverance.
9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide you with my eye.
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted with bit and
bridle, or else they will not stay near you."

1 Alan Paton https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/justice-prayers
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11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are true of heart.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.

A reading from the First Letter of Peter
2Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2Like
newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 3if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built* into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him* will not be put to shame.’
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner’,
8and ‘A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.’
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,* in order that
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors
a holy people and a blameless race;
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord,
withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs.
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors,
and led them by a marvelous way;
She was their shelter by day
and a blaze of stars by night.
She brought them across the Red Sea,
she led them through mighty waters;
But their enemies she swallowed in the waves
and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name,
and praised with one voice your protecting hand;
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute,
and gave speech to the tongues of a newborn people.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.
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A reading from the Gospel of Matthew
16: 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?’ 14And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16Simon Peter
answered, ‘You are the Messiah,* the Son of the living God.’ 17And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell
you, you are Peter,* and on this rock* I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 20Then he sternly ordered
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was* the Messiah.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God. 

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, O heavens and all waters above the
heavens. Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, sing praise and give honor for
ever. Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * all winds and fire and heat.
Winter and summer, glorify the Lord, sing praise and give honor for ever. Glorify the Lord, O
chill and cold, drops of dew and flakes of snow. Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord,
sing praise and give honor for ever. Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, O shining light and
enfolding dark. Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, sing praise and give honor for
ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles' Creed
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins
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    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever. 
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope; 
And we shall never hope in vain. 

God of your pilgrim people, you called Samuel Johnson, Timothy Cutler and Thomas Chandler to
leave their spiritual home and embrace the Anglican way: We give you thanks for their devoted
service in building up your Church and shepherding your flock in colonial times; and we pray
that, like them, we may follow where your Spirit leads and be ever eager to feed the hearts and
minds of those entrusted to our care, in the Name of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen2

Give us, O God, the vision which can see Your love in the world in spite of human failure.
Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness.
Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts.
And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming of the day of universal
peace. Amen.3

3 Frank Borman. Prayer from Apollo 8.
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/justice-prayers

2 Archbishop Justin Welby and Archbishop Stephen Cottrell  https://www.archbishopofyork.org/prayer-ukraine
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For all those who have fallen victim to hatred and inhumanity, for those loved ones who are left
behind to mourn, for the souls of those whose hearts are cold, Lord, hear our prayer.

For the children who are being born into this world of conflict and violence, for women and
mothers who suffer needlessly, Lord, hear our prayer.

For all those who have been forced into unemployment, who long to return to work, for all
those who struggle to support their families, Lord, hear our prayer.

For the soldiers who are misguided in thinking that their bullets will bring about peace, for
those who feel called to conscientiously object to military orders, Lord, hear our prayer.

For the children who cry in their beds at night and wonder "what have I done?"
For the mothers and fathers who must try to explain the unexplainable, Lord, hear our prayer.

For all the children who have died before their time, for the soldiers who allow their uniform to
strip them of their humanity, for the healers who are denied the opportunity to use their gifts,
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the redemption of souls of both victim and perpetrator, for those who commit themselves
to the forgiveness of sins, Lord, hear our prayer.

Most generous God:
with thankful hearts we rejoice in your goodness towards us
and in the many blessings that we receive each day.
In love you provide for your people’s needs
and you accompany us along the way.

We give you our thanks
for the physical gifts that sustain us
and for the added blessings which make life more joyful and full.
We rejoice that you freely pour out the perfume of your love,
even though we are not worthy to receive it.

We are thankful for those who have been bountiful towards us,
giving of their time, their skills and their love.
As a token of our gladness, may we also bless others,
being generous with all that you have bestowed.4

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

4 http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
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The Reverend Samuel Johnson, Ph.D. (14 October 1696 – 6 January 1772) was a clergyman,
educator, and philosopher in colonial British North America. He was a major proponent of both
Anglicanism and the philosophy of George Berkeley in the colonies, and served as the first
president of King's College (the predecessor to today's Columbia University).

Born in Guilford, Connecticut, he graduated from Yale College in 1716. Johnson first became
Congregationalist minister of a church in West Haven, but influenced by the writings of John
Locke and Isaac Newton, he and a group of other Collegiate School graduates began to express
doubt in the legitimacy of their Congregational ordination. As a result, Johnson left the colony in
order to seek ordination in the Church of England. Upon his return to Connecticut, he opened the
first Anglican church in the colony at Stratford in 1724 and strenuously polemicized, under the
auspices of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, against both the
Congregationalists of New England and the new evangelical outburst occasioned by popular
preacher George Whitefield and the Great Awakening he unleashed.

He remained in Stratford until 1754, when the vestrymen of the Anglican Trinity Church in New
York City considered him the logical choice to serve as after the first president of King's College.
Though reluctant to leave his family in Connecticut, Johnson ultimately took up the post,
assisting in behind-the-scenes maneuverings to ensure the college would be explicitly Anglican,
rather than nonsectarian. In the early years of the institution, Johnson was the sole instructor,
primarily teaching classics and philosophy. Owing to his fear of smallpox, Johnson was
frequently absent from the city, and increasingly shared his teaching responsibilities. When his
wife died of smallpox, Johnson began to seek a means to leave his post. In 1763 he returned to
his ministry at Stratford, where he died.

Johnson was among the few colonial Americans whose cultural and intellectual achievements
garnered notice in Great Britain. He was a friend of and often corresponded with the Irish
philosopher George Berkeley, and became the chief promoter of his philosophy of immaterialism
in colonial America. In 1731 Johnson published his Elementa Philosophica (Eng. Compendium
of Logic and Metaphysics), and in 1746 his Ethica (Eng. System of Morality).

(more at Wikipedia)
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Rev. Timothy Cutler

Timothy Cutler (May 31, 1684 – August 17, 1765) was an American Episcopal clergyman and
rector of Yale College. Cutler was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, graduated from Harvard
College, and on January 11, 1709/10, having come from Massachusetts to Connecticut with the
recommendation of being "one of the best preachers both colonies afforded", he was ordained
pastor of the Congregational Church in Stratford. Cutler served his parish acceptably until March
1718/19 when, conditions at Yale College calling imperatively for a resident rector, he undertook
that office at the request of the trustees. The new rectorship opened auspiciously and an era of
prosperity seemed at hand when, on September 13, 1722, the rector, with Tutor Daniel Browne
and several Congregational clergymen, met with the trustees, declared themselves doubtful of the
validity of their ordination, and asked advice with regard to entering the Church of England. On
October 17, the trustees voted to "excuse the Rev. Mr. Cutler from all further services as Rector
of Yale College".

After a visit to London, where he was ordained, with Samuel Johnson, by the Bishop of Norwich
in March 1723, Cutler became rector of the newly formed Christ Church, Boston (more
familiarly known as Old North Church). Here he remained until his death, one of the leading
Episcopal clergymen of New England, full of polemic spirit, venerated for his learning, but too
haughty in manner to be popular. He never ceased to urge the appointment of a bishop for the
American colonies. With the exception of four sermons, two preached before the Connecticut
General Assembly, May 9, 1717, and Oct. 18, 1719, he left no published works.

(more at Wikipedia)
 

Thomas Bradbury Chandler (26 April, 1726 - 17 June, 1790) was an Anglican clergyman
serving in New Jersey - 43 years as rector of St. John's, Elizabeth. He was a pupil of Samuel
Johnson (see above) and was involved in the promotion of the Church of England in America
prior to the Revolution; his major work is An Appeal to the Public, in behalf of the Church of
England in America. Like Samuel Johnson, he was a strong opponent of evangelical fervor, such
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as that expressed by George Whitefield. A strong Loyalist, he fled to England in 1775, but
returned to the U. S. in 1785.

(more at famousamericans.net)
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