


counsel about this practice. In addition, arguments are arising that owners are utilizing
this information to make decisions about interested buyers – making decisions about a
household's ability to purchase a home based on that household's protected class status
as  identified by cameras  and microphones.  This  can lead to  allegations of  housing
discrimination and the filing of complaints.

The third area of concern is the practice of having buyers submit offers that include a
personal letter. This practice has also raised allegations of discrimination, particularly if
the owner has requested pictures of the household. 

Montana Fair Housing is hopeful this brief memo will encourage brokers and agents to
revisit  advertising and marketing strategies, and avoid participation in practices that
could lead to being identified in an enforcement action.

I look forward to further discussion related to these practices, and can be reached by e-
mail at pam@montanafairhousing.org.

The mission of Montana Fair Housing, Inc., is to promote fair housing throughout Montana, and elsewhere. Among MFH's specific
purposes and goals is the promotion of equal opportunity in all housing related transactions, and to ensure all housing is available
on a non-discriminatory basis. In addition, Montana Fair Housing supports the pursuit and expansion of all civil rights available in

Montana and throughout the United States.


