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MARCH EVENTS 
 
  
  
 Sun. 03/03           11:00 am  Sunday Worship (In-person & FB Live) 
 Mon. 03/04          8-9:00 am  Open Sanctuary 
 Wed. 03/06          8-9:00 am  Open Sanctuary 
 Wed. 03/06           10:30 am  Church Staff Meeting 
 Wed. 03/06             6:00 pm  Lenten Meal & Book Study (In-person & Zoom)  
 Sun. 03/10           11:00 am  Sunday Worship (In-person & FB Live) 
 Mon. 03/11          8-9:00 am  Open Sanctuary 
           Tues. 03/12        Noon –1pm  Capital Cluster Clergy Meeting  
 Tues. 03/12             2:00 pm  Women’s Fellowship (Via Zoom) 
 Tues. 03/12             7:00 pm  Trustees Meeting (Via Zoom) 
 Wed. 03/13          8-9:00 am  Open Sanctuary  
 Wed. 03/13           10:30 am  Church Staff Meeting 
 Wed. 03/13             6:00 pm  Lenten Meal & Bible Study (In-person & Zoom) 
 Sun. 03/17           11:00 am  Sunday Worship (In-person & FB Live) 
 Mon. 03/18          8-9:00 am  Open Sanctuary 
 Tues. 03/19             7:00 pm  Administrative Council Meeting (Via Zoom) 
 Wed. 03/20          8-9:00 am  Open Sanctuary 
            Wed. 03/20           10:30 am  Church Staff Meeting 
 Wed. 03/20             6:00 pm  Lenten Meal & Bible Study (In-person & Zoom) 
 Sun. 03/24           11:00 am              Palm Sunday Worship (In-person & FB Live) 
 Sun. 03/24             2:00 pm  Misha’s Voice Studio Recital  
 Mon. 03/25          8-9:00 am  Open Sanctuary 
 Wed. 03/27          8-9:00 am  Open Sanctuary 
 Wed. 03/27           10:30 am  Church Staff Meeting 
 Wed. 03/27             6:00 pm  Lenten Meal & Bible Study (In-person & Zoom) 
 Thurs. 03/28             6:30 pm  Maundy Thursday Service 
 Fri. 03/29                 Noon  Good Friday Service 
 Sun. 03/31           10:00 am  Continental Breakfast & Craft Stations 
             Sun. 03/31           10:30 am  Easter Egg Hunt 
             Sun. 03/31           11:00 am  Easter Sunday Worship (In-person & FB Live) 
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Thoughts from Pastor Layne 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers….. 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  

- John 15:1-2 

 

No one likes the process of pruning and the pain of loss, but fruit only grows on new wood.  

- Leonard Sweet 

 

Everything has seasons, and we have to be able to recognize when something's time has passed and be able to move into the next 
season. Everything that is alive requires pruning as well, which is a great metaphor for endings.  - Henry Cloud 

 

For some time now, I have been dead-heading and trimming the rose bushes at the church. Although I never met Curly 
Taylor, I am pleased to know that I am carrying on in his stead in caring for our roses. 

 

For those who might not know, to get the most flower production out of a rose bush, you need to be continually plucking 
or trimming off the old rose buds once the flower has faded past its prime. Without this trimming, the bush continues sending its 
energy and nutrients into the rosehips. While some gardeners want rosehips for various uses, most of us are primarily interested 
in as many beautiful roses as we can get. If we don’t dead-head (cutting off the rosehips) the bush will produce fewer new flowers, 
and instead put more and more energy into the growth of the seed-bearing rosehips. 

 

Even more drastic or severe than dead-heading is the practice of dramatically pruning back the branches of a bush every 
early Spring, so that the new branches to come will be even better at producing fresh new leaves and new buds and flowers. As 
I’ve learned more about roses, I have had to learn that it really is best to prune off as much as possible each spring to receive the 
best outcome throughout the rest of the growing year.  

 

In the remaining weeks of Lent, I encourage us each to spend some time in discernment as to what in your current life 
could use some “pruning”. What are you doing that is no longer productive? What relationships are no longer enlivening? What is 
taking up your time, your energy, and your focus that is really last season’s branches? What new things have you been meaning to 
do? What new possibilities are there that God is calling you toward, that will need all the energy and focus that you can muster? I 
sometimes find that I need to prune away at the clutter of my schedule just to have the energy to dream of what new thing might 
happen.  

 

It can be hard to let go of things that were once thriving and blooming, as we remember how beautiful they once were. 
As individuals and as church we have to fight the tendency to be overly romantic about what once was, so that we can prune back 
to the solid heart of our lives and our ministry in order for new growth to occur. May our prayer be that God will help us cut away 
at the deadwood in our lives, as painful as that might be, so that we might enjoy more beautiful new blooms in this next season. 

  

Peace, 

Pastor Layne            
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And then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: 
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 

Mark 9:7 
 

Last week I attended the first portion of my final class at Phillips Theological Seminary. The class 

consists of two 3-day intensive sessions with this past week on Zoom and then I’ll travel to Tulsa in April for 

the second portion for three days of intensive work on Women in the Hebrew Bible. It is intense work with all 

the reading, researching, and writing but it is also enlightening, intriguing and interesting work. Following my 

three days of Zoom-mania, I flew to Tulsa to report to the Board of Trustees as the student representative at 

PTS. Again, enlightening, intriguing, and interesting work. I share all of this to set the stage for what is to 

follow.  

 While in Tulsa I always look forward to attending chapel to worship with my fellow students, 

professors and the Phillips community. As Phillips is wrapping up their Black History and African American 

Heritage month worship series, I had the opportunity to worship, sing, and hear the Word of God. The guest 

scholar and preacher was Rev. Dr. Courtney Bryant; Pastor of Righteous Relations of All Angels Church in 

New York City and Professor of Womanist Ethics at Manhattan College. Rev. Bryant preached on the text 

from Mark 9 where Jesus took Peter, James, and John up to the mountain top where he was transfigured 

before them. Peter, oh Peter, how you always want to do the right thing – do we see ourselves in Peter in this 

story? Peter wants to build three shelters on the mountain top; one for James, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah. Peter wants to keep it all to themselves but instead God suddenly speaks and says, “This is my Son, 

whom I love. Listen to him!” And so Jesus led them down the mountain, instructing them along the way down 

that they are to tell no one of their mountain top experience until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

Imagine how that must have felt to have this amazing moment and to have had this personal experience with 

God and with Jesus and then not being able to tell anyone, how would you even manage that level of 

excitement? Have you had such an experience before? How did you manage that? For most, just as Peter, we 

want to stay on the “mountain top,” we don’t want to come back to “reality.” We want to relish in the high 

moment and to stay in the excitement of the moment. But that is not the point here. God takes this group of 

men up to the mountain top to get away from all the distractions so that he can tell them what he needs and 

wants them to hear. And then they are led back down to the reality that they are to live within. However, they 

are not to ignore that which they heard but instead are called to live it out. They are called to follow Jesus and 

to practice what that looks like in their daily walk. Did you know that “follow me” appears 22 times in the 

Bible? As disciples of Jesus, we are called down from the mountain top to follow him. As Rev. Bryant shared, 

we are called to not only tell people about Jesus but we are called to show others Jesus in all that we do and in 

all in that we say. How will you show and tell about Jesus today? 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Heidi  
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A Note from our Music Minister Mark Kuroski 

Hello Central Christian Church! 
 
Have you ever dreamed of a career in sound design or live television production? Or maybe it's 
more of a fun hobby you've been curious about but never had the opportunity to experience 
firsthand? If so, then you'll be excited to know that we are looking for additional volunteers to run 
the audio board on Sunday services or controlling the two camera live stream. If you'd like to give 
this a try sometime I would love to meet with you and chat! 
 
Here's a bit of what the stream consists of...no need to worry about setting it all up, because it's 
ready to go when you arrive. The main part of the stream is controlling what the close up camera is 
focused on because the other camera is the stationary camera showing the full sanctuary and is 
used to "cover" the movements of the close-up camera. For example, when you are zoomed in on a 
pastoral prayer, but then wanting to move over to the musicians for special music you can 
"transition" from the close up camera to the stationary camera, then you can freely move the 
zoomed-in camera to frame the next shot and once you have it looking the way you like you can 
"transition" back from the wide shot stationary camera back over to the zoomed-in camera. The  
service consists of switching back and forth between the two. 
 
Running the soundboard is somewhat similar, but instead of switching between two cameras, you 
are switching between various microphone inputs. It's like a fun game of turning on and off switch-
es...once a new microphone is turned on, the previous one gets turned off, and then once the     
current speaker is done the mic gets switched off and the other microphone gets turned back on. 
 
It sometimes may feel like there's a lot of pressure on these two roles, but it's really quite fun once 
you get the hang of it! Please reach out if you would be up for giving it a go. You might really enjoy 
it, and if not there's no pressure to need to commit. I hope to hear from you! 
 
All the best, 
 
Mark 

Sunday, March 24 at 2 pm 
Dr. Mikhail (Misha) Smigelski's Voice Studio Recital 

In the program: Arias and excerpts from operas           
and musicals; art songs.  
Jeanne Hourez, piano.  

Central Christian Church                                                   
Free Admission  
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Yo howdy All Y'all - it is a beautiful day! 
 
"What kind of place grows waves of weeds? 
Thick weeds, thin weeds, weeds that grow in stacks. 
Tough weeds, fuzzy weeds, even weeds that grow in cracks - 
are wild weeds, native wild weeds - the kind of weeds that love to bloom!" 
 
I like to think of them all as a congregation of weeds - with varieties of characteristics, a broad 
diversity of growth patterns, colors, textures, shapes, sizes, and blooms. 
 
This time of year - as they sprout - a lotta weeds all look alike. Plants we want to grow or 
transplant, but also weeds that quickly can become challenging to a truly open and affirming 
congregation of diverse weeds. 
 
We have five or six types of dandelions growing, but only two types intentionally (though all 
look alike when sprouts). Little ones with six inch spikes of stacked blooms that fill in open 
areas anywhere - I've resigned to welcome these randomly thru the courtyard garden. On the 
San Antonio hillside intentionally grow thick ground covers of nutritious dandelion greens with 
mounds of low yellow flowers. Both have already begun to bloom. These grow well on slopes, 
and for a couple years now have helped retain and build the terraces on the hillside. They also 
grow in cracks, but I try to limit their range. 
 
The big, fuzzy grey-green mullein will be intentionally more utilized; it's extremely drought and 
heat tolerant with an attractively dynamic two-year growth cycle into bloom. It also grows in 
cracks. Just so y'all know, along the edges and where not blocking foot traffic, I will not be 
clearing all cracks of all weeds. I'll be embracing the nature of the weeds - but if the wilding 
bugs anyone - "all are welcome" to weed. 
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I'm excited anticipating the blooms of the pink evening primrose. It's a weed, it covers lots of ground,  
actually enriches the soil, and golly, I think it's purty. It grows well in cracks, too, and— 
just so y'all know, I'll be leaving two plants growing in the cracks  between our front pink- granite steps.  
One plant in front of the rarely opened doors on each side of our two primary 
front doors. I like the idea of pink flowers appearing to grow out of solid granite.  
Again, if this wilding bugs anyone's sense of  keeping up appearances - y'all are welcome to weed. 
 
I think of the wilding as a metaphor - plants often outcast from conventional garden 
congregations, being welcomed to grow, being affirmed in that growth though sometimes by 
being shepherded to places where their unique characters can better develop with enhanced 
appreciation. As people, children of a gracious Creator, may we learn to be an open and 
welcoming congregation. 
 
Leonard Cohen sings in "Anthem": "There's a crack, a crack in everything, that's how the Light 
gets in...that's how the Light gets in." 
 
Our urban sanctuary is also a food sanctuary. The winter crop was diminished by the extended 
days below freezing (now three "unusual" years in a row), but much survived. We now have 
kale, collards, Swiss chard, lettuce, cabbage, beets, turnips, onions, peas and beans growing; 
peppers, squash, eggplant and tomatoes to come. Lots of different herbs, too. And one 
artichoke! The goal is to grow a ton of produce this year for the hungry from our urban 
sanctuary. 
 
And also grow some pretty weeds as gifts to the street. 
 
Be well be safe know joy.  
 
Phil 
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Open Sanctuary 

The sanctuary will be open  

for a time of meditation       

and reflection on 

Monday and Wednesday  

from 8 -9 a.m. 

 

 

Christian Women’s  
Fellowship 

Tuesday,  March 13th 
2pm via Zoom 

Lesson #3, “Answered Prayers” 
Scripture: Nehemiah 1:1-2:8 

 
Contributions to CWF  
can be made by mail  

or Sunday morning Offering.   
Remember to write “CWF”   

in memo line. 
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Lenten Meager Meals 
and Bible Study 

 
 

You are invited to attend 
our Lenten Meager Meals  

on Wednesday nights  
beginning at 6:00 p.m.  

During Lent, we are encouraged to 
eat a meager meal (a vegetarian 
soup, water, and bread) at least 
once a week in order to unite  
ourselves with the poor and  

hungry among us. 
We will eat at 6:00, and then at 
6:30 we will discuss a chapter 

from the Lenten Book 
Study “Luke: Jesus and the  

Outsiders, Outcasts,  
and Outlaws”. 

 
We will begin the 7- week  

observance on Ash Wednesday 
February 14, and conclude on 

Wednesday March 27th.  
 

Please let Pastor Layne know if 
you will attend each week,  
so he can know how much 

 soup to prepare. 
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Lenten Events at Central Christian Church  

  

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

  

Wednesday Meager Meal and Bible Study 
February 14th – March 27th 

Join us at 6pm for a meager meal  
followed by a discussion at 6:30 from the Lenten Book Study, 

Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts and Outlaws. 
 

RSVP to Pastor Layne 
 

Maundy Thursday – March 28th at 6:30pm 

We will share a meal with elements of the Passover Meal that 

Jesus shared with the Disciples and discuss the similarities and 

differences with our Communion Meal. 

Easter Sunday – March 31st 

Join us for Easter Sunday Celebration. 

Breakfast and Crafts at 10am 
Egg Hunt at 10:30am 

Worship at 11am 
 

Good Friday – March 29th at Noon 

Join us in an observance of Good Friday                                    

with a simple ceremony in the sanctuary. 
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Petite Pantry 
Our petite pantry  

is in need of donations.  
Please place items directly  

into the pantry.  
 

You may also donate using your 
preferred method, please be sure 

to designate that it is for the  
Petite Pantry.   

 
See Russell Ward or Pastor Heidi  
for a list of items needed most.  

Outreach Opportunities 

Eye Glasses 
Donate your old, gently used   

eye glasses. 
 

Glasses benefit the Lions Club 
Recycle for Sight Program.  

A local member of the Lions Club 
pickups our donations to send   

onto their recycling center.  
 

Donation bin located  
near the Church Parlor.  

Medicine Bottles 
Donate your old pill bottles. 

Please remove the labels prior to 
placing in the donation bin located 

near the Church Parlor.  
 

Pill bottles are then sanitized and 
boxed up to ship to a mission 
team who will utilize them to 
safely dispense medications in  

areas around the globe.  
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BBA/LGRVD Area Assembly 
 

April 26 & 27 

First Christian Church McAllen 

More details to come soon! 

Upcoming Events 

Disciples Women Ministry 

Regional Assembly 

June 28th & 29th 

McKinney Christian Church 

More information to follow.  

CCC Spring Fling 

Sunday, May 5th 

1:30-3pm 

Bounce House, Free Hot Dogs, Free Kona Ice, 

Games, Crafts and More!  

Volunteers needed so save the date! 
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Elders for March 

 Elders & Deacons for March 

Deacons for March 

March 3rd 
Brad Bounds—Communion 

Maxine Jenks—Offering 
 

March 10th 
Linda Gaylord—Communion 

Larrie Gaylord—Offering 
 

March 17th 
Russell Ward—Communion 

Jolie Johnson—Offering 

March 24th 
Dallas Heenan—Communion 

Tom Maser—Offering 
 

March 31st (Easter) 
Maxine Jenks—Communion 

Brad Bounds—Offering 
 
 

 March 3rd 

Phil Conard & Verna Lee Carr 

March 10th 

David Fox & Julie Fox 

March 17th 

Ginger Meeks & Jim Meeks 

March 24th  

Preston James & Barbara Sabo 

March 31st (Easter) 

Phil Conard & Verna Lee Carr 
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About Central Christian Church 

OUR MISSION 
To support all people in their journey to explore, expand, and experience 

their truth with God to better connect with Christ and others.  

OUR VISION 
To be a Christ-centered church that supports family, community, and 

global transformation through worship, education, and outreach.  

CHURCH STAFF  

Senior Minister: Layne Beamer 
 

Associate Minister:  Heidi Bounds 
 

Music Minister:  Mark Kuroski 
 

Administrator: Monica Ross  
 

Wedding Coordinator: Judye Moore-Heim 
weddingcoordinator.ccc@gmail.com 

CONTACT US 

  Pastor Layne Beamer 
pastorlayne@cccaustin.org  

or 818-384-5956 
 

Pastor Heidi Bounds  
hbounds@cccaustin.org  

or 512.940.2322 
 

Mark Kuroski  
 mark@cccaustin.org 

 
Monica Ross 

staff@cccaustin.org  

  

 
 
  
 

To each of you celebrating a birthday in March! 
 CCC wishes you a safe and blessed day! 

 

 

  
 

March 9—Rob Gill 
March 27—James Meeks 

mailto:hbounds@cccaustin.org
mailto:staff@cccaustin.org

