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Biden Plans to Launch Immigration Overhaul 
President Joe Biden unveiled a sweeping overhaul of U.S. immigration law shortly after taking office Wednesday, January 20, 2021. Biden’s plan, entitled the “U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021,” includes an eight-year pathway to citizenship for immigrants without legal status, expanded refugee admissions, bolstered employment-based and family-based visas, enhanced technology at the border and more. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In stark contrast to Trump policies, Biden’s legislative proposal focuses on addressing the root causes of migration from Central America, a cause Biden worked to address as Vice President. The Biden immigration plan reportedly has three pillars: provisions to address the causes of migration, border management and a path to citizenship.
The proposed path to citizenship, a central tenet of Biden’s plan, would put qualifying immigrants in a temporary status for five years and grant them a green card once they meet certain requirements (i.e. pay taxes, background check). After three years with a green card, an immigrant would be eligible to apply for citizenship. To avoid a rush at the border, eligible immigrants must have been in the United States as of January 1, 2021. 
Other provisions in the Biden proposal include: 
1. Reinstatement of a program, terminated by Trump in 2017, which grants temporary legal residence in the U.S. to minors from Central America. 
1. Creation of a reunification program for Central American relatives of US citizens so that those already approved for residency may be admitted to the US while their case is possessing”. 
1. Kickstarts and expands refugee admissions programs at multiple processing centers abroad.
1. Bolsters key employment-based and family-based visas.
0. Exempts spouses and children of green card holders from quotas that restrict immigration from certain countries.
0. Grants work permits for spouses and children of temporary work visa-holders.
0. Exempts Doctoral graduates in the science, technology, engineering and mathematics fields from visa limits.
0. Reducing family visa backlogs and employment-based visa backlogs, recapturing unused visas and per-country visa caps.
1. Creates a pilot program to stimulate regional economic development, by giving the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) the authority to adjust immigrant visa numbers based on economic conditions.
The Biden administration also issued several executive orders (EOs) on its first day which:
1. Repeal the ban on the entry of citizens from certain predominantly Muslim countries from entering the U.S.
1. Reverse a Trump EO that placed all undocumented individuals at risk of deportation, including families and long-time residents, also ordering a DHS-wide review of immigration enforcement. Effective Friday, January 22, DHS will implement a 100-day moratorium on almost all deportations, among other measures. 
1. Reverse Trump’s EO excluding undocumented immigrants from the Census. This measure will help protect states from losing congressional representation and federal funding due to inaccurate Census numbers. 
1. Initiate a full review of the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) program to see which programs ended by the Trump Administration can be reinstated. 
1. Extends Deferred Enforcement Departure (DED) for Liberians.
1. Call on the Secretary of DHS and Attorney General to work together with urgency to preserve and strengthen DACA and pass permanent relief for DACA recipients and others. 
1. Halts all border wall construction within seven days, to be followed by a review of construction contracts and plans to redirect wall funds.
The success of Biden’s plans, especially his eight-year path to citizenship for undocumented persons, is dependent on the ability of Congress to pass implementing legislation. In order to pass the legislation, which Vice President Kamala Harris referred to as “a smarter more humane way of approaching immigration,” the Biden administration will have to win all Democratic votes, plus ten Republican Senators. This lies in contrast to actions like repealing the travel ban, and extending TPS, which Biden can do by exercising his broad authority over immigration policy as President of the U.S. 
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