
 

THE OPPORTUNITY:  
Seeking high school or college students to interview citizen activists and document their stories of 
seeking political change at a grassroots level.  This is an opportunity for students interested in 
journalism, history, civics, political science, sociology, storytelling, or filmmaking. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Develop a story bank for the Citizen Advocacy Center’s (CAC) 25th Anniversary, by interviewing citizen 
activists who have confronted significant barriers, worked with CAC, and achieved change.  Each story 
will be a case study of how citizens impact democratic practices and how CAC has made a difference. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
At the CAC, we have seen ordinary citizens whose caring, curiosity, and courage have achieved 
extraordinary things.  The very fabric of our democracy hangs on the work of this kind of citizen 
activist.  In 25 years of working with citizens on issues of concern to them, CAC has encountered many 
inspiring stories of people who made a difference, and we want to document them.  
 
BENEFITS OF THIS PROJECT TO STUDENTS: 
Anticipated outcomes for students include:  

● Empathy:  Careful, reflective listening has the power to build empathy 
● Mentorship & Confidence:  Sharing stories between generations provides important life lessons 

and confidence-building mentorship. 
● Writing & Critical Thinking Skills:  This is a project that will develop writing and critical thinking 

skills. 
● Civic Education:  Students will get a real world civics lesson as they learn about citizen 

concerns, local issues, what citizens can do, and how laws and policies affect our lives. 
 
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS AND PROJECT DURATION: SEPTEMBER 2018 – FEBRUARY 2019 
CAC will identify and reach out to activists.  Students will need to: 

1) Attend a training on project expectations, the art of interviewing, interview role playing, and 
review of potential questions to ask. 

2) Students will be expected to contact subjects to set up interviews – it may take as many as two 
sessions to capture the stories. 

3) Written stories will be submitted to CAC and students may be requested to revise or edit.  
4) Interviews will also be recorded using the StoryCorps app, to be archived in the Library of 

Congress. 
 
For more information or to indicate interest, contact:  Susan Wakefield, CAC Development Associate 

using the info below. 

182 N. York St., Elmhurst, IL 60126       www.CitizenAdvocacyCenter.org      P: (630) 833-4080  F: (630) 833-4083 

 


