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Context, culture, and capital matter.

In this course, presenter April Wells will address how
to capitalize on student skill sets using a strength-
based approach.

Topics will include:

* Characteristics for students from diverse populations
celebrating strengths and growth, including anti-racism and
anti-bias education

*  What does becoming a talent scout mean? Overview of talent development and
talent scouting

* Student assessment through curriculum — strengths-based approach

» Fostering relationships with family as a way to engage families from diverse
backgrounds

APRIL WELLS is the Gifted Coordinator in Illinois School District U-46 and serves on the Board of Directors
for the National Association for Gifted Children, the Boys and Girls Club of Elgin, and CASA of Kane County.
She is also a 2022-2023 Illinois Affinity Group Facilitator with Teach Plus. Her work has served as inspiration
for other organizations highlighting universal screening, talent development and the use of local norms for
gifted programming. Her first book, Achieving Equity in Gifted Programming: Dismantling Barriers and Tapping
Potential, was published in January 2020. April and her husband own Well Suited Solution, LLC, an educational
equity firm focused on equalizing outcomes for students from marginalized communities.
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