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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

“Thousand Thanks to Thee” 
Rev. Peter C. Williamson 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, March 22, 2026 in the Sanctuary 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

Wausau, Wisconsin 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver from the 
bonds of sin forever. 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

“Thousand Thanks to Thee” 
Rev. Peter C. Williamson 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, March 22, 2026 
 

AS WE GATHER Lent is a time when God prepares His people to celebrate the Pas-

chal Feast, the resurrection of Jesus, with sincerity and truth. In the Reading from Ezekiel 
37, we see the power of the Word that transforms dry bones into living flesh with the 
breath of the Spirit. This same Spirit lives in us and will raise us at the Last Day, which is 
exactly what we hear from Paul in the Reading from Romans 8. The Spirit who raised 
Christ will also give life to us. Having received the Spirit in Baptism, we join with Martha in 
confessing boldly that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, who comes to us today in His 
Word and Sacrament and will come again to call us out of our graves. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Christ, the Life of All the Living”  J.S. Bach 
    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                        Osterland 

    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”    Dengler 

 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN      “Go to Dark Gethsemane”    LSB 436 
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854  Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION & CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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KYRIE           LSB 944, 1e-3e 

 

 
Text: Traditional  Tune: Russian Orthodox  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon 

Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body 
and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
OLD TESTAMENT                Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led 
me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the 
valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, 
and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. 
And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was 
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no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on 
their feet, an exceedingly great army. 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have 
spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                  Romans 8:1-11 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 
the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 
law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9You, how-
ever, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL         John 11:17-27, 38-53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20So 
when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary re-
mained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask 
from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that 
you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” … 38Then Jesus, 
deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 
39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory 
of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, 
but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his hands and feet 
bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 
Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the 
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47So the chief priests and the Phari-
sees gathered the Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs 
many signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the 
Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49But one of 
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing 
at all. 50Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for 
the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51He did not say this of his 
own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for 
the nation, 52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children 
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of God who are scattered abroad. 53So from that day on they made plans to put 
him to death. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 
 rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
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HYMN of the DAY    “Christ, the Life of All the Living”   LSB 420 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5. Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

6. Thou hast suffered great affliction And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 



9 

7. Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605–81; (sts. 1–2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 3–4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis 
Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON       “Thousand Thanks to Thee”       Rev. Peter C. Williamson 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
MUSICAL OFFERING “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”     Leavitt 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mer-
cy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, 
that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above 
all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and 
blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks 
for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His 
precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, 
and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and 
blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

SANCTUS  “Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old”    LSB 960 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546  Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110005874  Tune: Public domain 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI HYMN        LSB 198 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His 

feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS communicant members are invited to examine their 
faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is availa-
ble in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors 
wishing to commune should see a pastor or an elder before service. We ask this because we love you. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “What Wondrous Love Is This”  LSB 543 
     “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”  LSB 620 
 

DISMISSAL and POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION          Numbers 6:24-26 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN     “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”   LSB 922 
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008  Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.  Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874  Tune: Public domain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Five from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copy-
right © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Peter C. Williamson, Associate Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor 
ORGANIST: Rod Riese 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Bob Moser; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Skyler Lynn 
TECH: 9am—Hayden Lynn 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who 
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years). 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)— 
5pm Saturday & 9:15am Sunday 

MISSION & VISION STATEMENT: 
Teach the Faith—Love the Lost—Connect all to Christ 

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI  54401 
CHURCH: 715-842-0769  SCHOOL: 715-848-0166  
EMAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG   WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG 

Automated Giving  
Options 


