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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“REJOICE OVER THE ONE”

REV. PETER C. WILLIAMSON
9AM SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

AS WE GATHER Although the attention of many is distracted on this Labor Day
weekend, the focus of the Readings is clear. We have a Savior who has come to find the
lost and restore them through forgiveness, and we have a purpose in speaking this Gospel
to the whole world. This is not an easy calling. The lost often do not want to be found, and
the wicked are content in their ways. We act not as self-appointed guardians of the truth
but as instruments of God, through whom He speaks His Word of love to the lost and err-
ing and by whom they are saved. The most difficult application is always to those who
have fallen from the faith into error or sin. Our greatest temptation is to surrender them
to their error or sin. Our greatest calling is to address them with the voice of God’s Word
through whom the Spirit works to restore the lost. Today we pray that we will not be dis-
tracted from this goal and purpose.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” Cherwien/Drischner
“God Himself Is Present” Cherwien/Burkhardt

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN “God Himself Is Present” LSB 907
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Text: Gerhard Tersteegen, 1697-1769, abr.; tr. Frederick W. Foster, 1760-1835, alt.; tr. John Miller, 1756-90, alt. Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650-80 Text and tune:
Public domain
INVOCATION
P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE “This Is the Feast”
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT ofF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



P Let us pray. O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your hum-
ble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the
things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 33:7-9

“So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. §f | say to
the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. ’But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way,
and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will
have delivered your soul.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM

(P} Blesséd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
’Blesséd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose
spirit there is no deceit.

3For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day
long. *For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was
dried up as by the heat of summer.

(P) °I acknowledged my sin to you, and | did not cover my iniquity; | said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

®Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you
may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.

P) "You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround
me with shouts of deliverance.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



EPISTLE Romans 13:1-10
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment. *For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, “for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. >Therefore one
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of con-
science. °For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers
of God, attending to this very thing. 'Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to
whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom re-
spect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 20we no one anything, except to
love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. *The com-
mandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not
steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this
word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1% ove does no wrong to a neigh-
bor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the king-
dom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them *and
said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. *Whoever humbles himself like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. >“Whoever receives one such child in my name
receives me, ®but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to
sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck
and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. ’“Woe to the world for temptations to
sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the
temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. ’And if your eye causes you
to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye
than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 1°“See that you do not des-
pise one of these little ones. For | tell you that in heaven their angels always see
the face of my Father who is in heaven. *For the Son of Man came to save the
lost. "*What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search
of the one that went astray? *And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over
it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. **So it is not the will of
my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. *“If your
brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If
he listens to you, you have gained your brother. **But if he does not listen, take
one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. *’If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gen-
tile and a tax collector. 18Truly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
19Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be
done for them by my Father in heaven. °bor where two or three are gathered in
my name, there am | among them.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I«
everlasting. Amen.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR THE CHILDREN

SONG “This Is Amazing Grace” Riddle/Farro/Wickham
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness Whose love is mighty
And so much stronger The King of Glory, the King above all kings

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder And leaves us breathless
In awe and wonder The King of Glory, the King above all kings

Chorus: This is amazing grace This is unfailing love
That You would take my place That You would bear my cross
You laid down Your life That | would be set free
Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me

Who brings our chaos back into order Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
The King of Glory, the King of Glory

Who rules the nations with truth and justice Shines like the sun
In all of its brilliance The King of Glory, the King above all kings (Chorus)

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain Worthy is the King who conquered the grave (3x)
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain Worthy, worthy, worthy (oh) (Chorus)

All that You've done for me!

CCLI Song # 6333821 Jeremy Riddle | Josh Farro | Phil Wickham © 2012 Phil Wickham Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) Seems Like Music (Admin.
by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) Sing My Songs (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) WC Music Corp. (Admin. by Word Entertainment,
LLC) Bethel Music Publishing For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 284825

SERMON “Rejoice Over the One” Rev. Peter C. Williamson



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said...)
(P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

GATHERING oF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING “All Things Bright and Beautiful” Sadowski

OFFERING SONG “Gratitude” Hastings/Lake/Bowe
All my words fall short; | got nothing new. How could | express All my gratitude?
I’'ve got one response, I've got just one move:

With my arms stretched wide | will worship You.

So | throw up my hands And praise You again and again,
‘Cause all that | have is a hallelujah, hallelujah.

And | know it’s not much, But I’'ve nothing else fit for a king
Except for a heart singing, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah.”

Benjamin Hastings, Brandon Lake, Dante Bowe CCLI Song #7158417 © 2019 Bethel Worship Publishing; Brandon Lake Music; Maverick City Publishing; Maverick City
Publishing Worldwide; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia; Bethel Music Publishing For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License #284825

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS “Holy, Holy, Holy” Dykes/Heber/Maher; st.1, chorus
Holy holy holy Lord God Almighty Early in the morning Our song shall rise to Thee
Holy holy holy Merciful and mighty God in three persons Blessed Trinity
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From the cradle to the cross, God with us! God with us! For this broken world,
You love. God with us! God with us! You gave up Your only Son,
God with us! God with us! So that all the world will know our God with us!

CCLI Song # 1156 John Bacchus Dykes | Reginald Heber © Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 284825

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His

feast of forgiveness — the Lord’s Supper. LCMS communicant members are invited to examine their
faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is availa-
ble in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors
wishing to commune should see a pastor or an elder before service. We ask this because we love you.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

“God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It” LSB 594
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Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695-1755, alt. Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permis-
sion: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 Tune: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION SONG “I Speak Jesus”  Benton/Prince/Smith/Reeves/Dutton/Pratt

| just want to speak the Name of Jesus Over ev'ry heart and ev'ry mind
'Cause | know there is peace within Your presence | speak Jesus

| just want to speak the Name of Jesus 'Til ev'ry dark addiction starts to break
Declaring there is hope and there is freedom | speak Jesus

Chorus: ('Cause) Your Name is power Your Name is healing Your Name is life
Break ev'ry stronghold Shine through the shadows Burn like a fire

| just want to speak the Name of Jesus Over fear and all anxiety
To ev'ry soul held captive by depression | speak Jesus (Chorus)

Shout Jesus from the mountains Jesus in the streets
Jesus in the darkness over ev'ry enemy Jesus for my fam'ly
| speak the holy Name Jesus (Repeat x2) (Chorus x2)

| just want to speak the Name of Jesus Over ev'ry heart and ev'ry mind
'Cause | know there is peace within Your presence | speak Jesus

Abby Benton, Carlene Prince, Dustin Smith, Jesse Reeves, Kristen Dutton, Raina Pratt CCLI Song #7136201 © 2019 BEC Worship; Raina Pratt Publishing Designee;
WriterWrong Music; For Me and My House Songs; Integrity's Praise! Music; Anchored In Hope Music; Give It A Lift Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms
of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #284825

DISMISSAL
13



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT “Thank the Lord” LSB 164
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING SONG “My Lighthouse” Rend Collective

In my wrestling and in my doubts In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea
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In the silence You won't let go In the questions Your truth will hold
Your great love will lead me through You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

Chorus: My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse
Shining in the darkness | will follow You oh
My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse
| will trust the promise You will carry me safe to shore
Safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore.

| won't fear what tomorrow brings With each morning I'll rise and sing
My God's love will lead me through You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea (Chorus)

Bridge (x4):  Fire before us You're the brightest
You will lead us Through the storms (hey) (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 7002032 Rend Collective © 2013 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 284825

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE “Great Is the Lord” Bettcher

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS bpivine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Pub-
lishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Peter C. Williamson, Associate Pastor
LITURGIST: Rev. Paul D. Sundbom, Associate Pastor

ORGANIST: Adele Bluhm

PRAISE TEAM: Brett Schwantes, lead

ELDERS: Jeff Kelm, Dan Schwantes
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life
enriched as you join us in worship to God!

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY—
7:30am & 9am Sunday
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)—
5pm Saturday & 9:15am Sunday

e  WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

e LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or
you may ask the usher for one.

e CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.

o NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available.

® CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th
Grade at 10:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for
adults and young adults are held at 10:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years).

e ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed.

e RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.

o JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you.

GUIDING STATEMENT:

As an enduring family of disciples, we teach, love and connect Aut(.)n.lated
. . . . Giving
through multi-generational education and service. .
Options

TEACH—LOVE—CONNECT—SERVE—GROW

@ @ Teach the Truth—Love like Jesus
Connect with Compassion
@ Serve with Purpose—Lifelong Growth ®
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