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Second Sunday of Easter 

“Unbelief” 
Rev. Timothy Smith 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, April 16, 2023 
 

As We Gather We gather today still in the glow of the most joyous and amazing cele-

bration of Easter, the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, from the dead. The sights 
and sounds of that celebration linger in our memory, not as just a past event finished and for-
gotten, but as Peter calls it today, “a living hope,” as enduring and strong as the certainty of our 
living Lord and the promised future of our own resurrection. We return to continue the Easter cel-
ebration because in the afterglow of the days since Easter Sunday, many still do not know that 
hope. Like the absent apostle Thomas, we still face what seems to be a hopeless world. Today we 
remember that our only hope is built on a divine Savior whose crucifixion wounds were endured 
for us and for all. Indeed, we are to learn that every Sunday throughout the entire year is an Easter 
celebration as our living Lord draws us into His holy, life-giving wounds through His very same body 
and blood given us in Holy Communion. Thomas saw and believed. Peter rejoiced. Though we do 
not now see Him, “you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glo-
ry” (1 Peter 1:8), the only sure and living hope. 
 

Preservice Music 
 

Ringing of the Bells 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn    “The Day of Resurrection ”      LSB 478 

 



3 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
_______________________________________________ 

 

9am             Baptism             Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

“Laney Jo Holzem” 
Daughter of Ben and Brianna Holzem 

 

Apostles’ Creed (All) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Baptismal Welcome 
(The newly baptized is welcomed with the following after a reading from the Elder.) 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
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Confession and Absolution 
L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellow-
ship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before 
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to ever-
lasting life. Amen.  

L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
 forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
 His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

 and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen 

 

Hymn of Praise     “This is the Feast”       (p. 155)  
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Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s 
 resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that 
 Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

First Reading            Acts 5:29-42 

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The 
God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God 
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33 When they heard this, they 
were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named Ga-
maliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave or-



6 

ders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men of Isra-
el, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 For before these days 
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hun-
dred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and 
came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census 
and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who fol-
lowed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from 
these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will 
fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even 
be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40 and when they had called in 
the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in the 
temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that 
the Christ is Jesus. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle              1 Peter 1:3-9 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you re-
joice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 
trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love 
him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that 
is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the sal-
vation of your souls. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Musical Offering      
7:30a – “For This Joy” – LaBarr   

Jubilate from Lutheran High School, Parker, CO 
9:00a – “Someone Special” and “Hallelujah Jesus Lives”   

Trinity 2nd and 3rd Grade Choir 
 

Holy Gospel              John 20:19-31 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.  
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 
am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 24 Now Thomas, one of 
the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in 
his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 Eight days later, his disciples 
were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
 



8 

Hymn of the Day “O Sons and Daughters of the King ” LSB 470, sts.1, 4, 5-9 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon              “Unbelief”        Rev. Timothy Smith 
 

Nicene Creed               (7:30am service) 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the  virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 
 He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 
 glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 
 no end. 
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who pro
 ceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
 together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I 
 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
 Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
 dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church (After each petition, the following is said…) 

L ...Lord, in Your mercy 
C hear our prayer. 
 

Gathering of Tithes and Offerings 
 

Mission Statement: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

 with all. 
 

Vision Statement: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

 is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

Offering Music  

 
Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface          2 Timothy 4:22 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And 
most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious res-
urrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacri-
ficed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed 
death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. There-
fore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying:  

 

Sanctus                   (p.161) 

 

 

 

 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Proclamation of Christ    1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

L As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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L O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resur-
rection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us 
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 

Pax Domini 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei          (p.163) 
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Communion Distribution Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request. 
 

Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake His feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS com-
municant members are invited to examine their faith and receive the Savior’s body and blood. Visitors 
wishing to commune should see a Pastor or an Elder before service. We ask this because we love you.  
 

Distribution Hymns 
7:30am “O Love” – Hagenberg 

“O Savior, Precious Savior”  LSB 527  
 

9:00am “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”  LSB 637 
“O Savior, Precious Savior”  LSB 527 

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  LSB 469 
 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 

who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we 
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sac-
rament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ”           LSB 643 
 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing,  
    Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 
    The Supper is ended. 
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    O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, 
    Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, 
    His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 
    To God ever-living, 
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, 
    In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
    With Your feast You feed us, 
    With Your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living 
    With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 

 

Announcements  
  

Easter Acclamation  
L Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor 
ORGANIST: Carmen Zuelsdorf 
Choir: 7:30am-Jubilate from Lutheran High School in Parker CO, Chris Loesel, director;        
 9:00am-Trinity 2nd and 3rd grade choir, Carmen Zuelsdorf, director 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Troy Pagel; 9am—Mike Hase, Dan Schwantes 
ACOLYTES: 7:30am—Brayden Nelson; 9am— 
TECH: 7:30am—; 9am— 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


