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 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“Looking Backward and Forward” 

Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Pegorsch 
8am & 9:30am Sunday, August 22, 2021 

 

FOCUS Lord God, You are the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity; Your 

name is Holy. Yet You have promised to dwell with him who is of contrite and humble 
spirit. We pray to You on this first day of the week to let all who hear Your holy word ex-
perience the fulfillment of this promise. Through Your Holy Gospel, enter into our hearts, 
and make us dwelling places of Your grace. Visit, we pray You, those with anxious cares 
and troubles, helping them to trust in Your holy word and to believe Your promise. Enable 
us by Your grace to rise above all our suffering to praise You, whose will is wiser than our 
own. Abide with us, Lord and Savior, that we may continue in Your presence until life’s 
journey is ended and we come into Your presence to praise and glorify You. Amen. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

RINGING of the BELLS and WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation”   LSB 644 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

(9:30am) 

T  Rite of Installation  T 
Andrew Kline 

 

T  Recommissioning of the Teaching Staff  T 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

L O Lord, I love the habitation of Your house, 
C and the place where Your glory dwells. 
L Lord, restore the fortunes of Your people. 
C Let all Your people rejoice and be glad! 
L From generation to generation, You are our God. 
C Your Word shall be heard among our children and our children’s children. 
L Let us ever share the joys of Jesus. 
C Let us spread His grace and love to all the nations. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
L Indeed, it is good to be here, worshiping the Lord and receiving His gifts for 

our forgiveness, life, and salvation. Yet, we must admit that there have 
been times when we have taken God for granted. There have been times 
when we have created our own religious, political, and social traditions and 
given those human-made traditions more attention than Jesus. Still, our 
heavenly Father invites us to come to Him and ask for forgiveness. Heaven-
ly Father, 
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C we confess that we have not always looked to You for all good. We have 
created idols for ourselves. We confess our sins of thought, word, and deed. 
Forgive us, Father, for these weak failures. Renew us and lead us, so that 
we follow You and look to You for all good, for the sake of Jesus. Amen. 

 

L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for You and be-
cause of Jesus forgives You all Your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. He is our true inheritance forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN of PRAISE    “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”     LSB 811, v.1-2,4-5 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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L Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, defend Your Church from all false 
teaching and error that Your faithful people may confess You to be the only 
true God and rejoice in Your good gifts of life and salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT          Genesis 11:31-12:3 

Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his 
daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife, and they went forth together from Ur of 
the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they 
settled there. 32 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran.   
12  Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great na-
tion, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN      “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”      LSB 611, v.1-2 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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EPISTLE                 1 John 1:5-10 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL            Mark 7:1-13 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had come 
from Jerusalem, 2 they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were de-
filed, that is, unwashed. 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless 
they wash their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders, 4 and when 
they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are 
many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and 
copper vessels and dining couches.) 5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
“Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
with defiled hands?” 6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypo-
crites, as it is written, “‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me; 7 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments 
of men.’ 8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” 
9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God 
in order to establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said, Honor your father and your 
mother’; and, Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If 
a man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from me is 
Corban”’ (that is, given to God)— 12 then you no longer permit him to do anything 
for his father or mother, 13 thus making void the word of God by your tradition 
that you have handed down. And many such things you do.” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
 

HYMN of the DAY “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling”   LSB 827 

 

 

 

 
© 2001 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765. Public domain 

 

SERMON             “Looking Backward and Forward” 

            Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Pegorsch 
 

Genesis 12:1-3 
 

Do you have any ____________________  _____________? 
 

I.   Most of us know about ____________________, but few of us know about  
 

      his _______________, ___________________. 
 

II.  Haran was not their ______________________, but what happened? 
 

III. So what do you and I do with our daily God-given __________________  
 

      and ______________? 
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 A.   We take them ____________________!  (1 Peter 5:8-9) 
 

 B.   We are called to _____________ in the _________________   
 

        _______________ of God’s caring and forgiving __________________. 
       (1 John 1:5-7 & Ephesians 5:8-9) 
 

CREEDAL HYMN      “We All Believe in One True God”   LSB 953 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

 Hear us, Father, when we pray, 
C for needed help from day to day. 
L Heavenly Father, give us courage to speak to those family members and 

friends who have ceased to follow You or who have never followed You. 
Strengthen us for hard conversations so that we pass on the most im-
portant thing we have ever been given: Jesus Christ. Hear us, Father, when 
we pray, 

C for needed help from day to day. 
L Heavenly Father, we pray for our pastors, teachers, DCE's, youth leaders, 

missionaries, and all who lead and teach Your people. Protect and bless 
them as they minister to us and proclaim Your Word. Today we lift up  
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 before Your throne of grace the Holdorf family as they transition to their 
new calling in Michigan. Bless them and fill them with Your peace. Prepare 
the hearts of the people at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Jackson, MI to 
receive them. Be with us here at Trinity – open our hearts and minds to 
where You are leading and give us strength to boldly follow You. Hear us, 
Father, when we pray, 

C for needed help from day to day. 
L Heavenly Father, You sent Your Spirit and Your Son to be our comfort in 

times of mourning and grief. Bring comfort to all those who are suffering at 
the death of loved ones, [especially . . .]. Point them to the hope of the res-
urrection and eternal life. Hear us, Father, when we pray, 

C for needed help from day to day. 
L Heavenly Father, we pray for all families, for husbands and wives, for chil-

dren and grandchildren, for brothers and sisters, and every relationship. 
Help our earthly families to reflect the love, honor, and sacrifice of our 
eternal family to come. Hear us, Father, when we pray, 

C for needed help from day to day. 
L Heavenly Father, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recov-

ering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal them according to 
Your good and gracious will. Hear us, Father, when we pray, 

C for needed help from day to day. 
L Heavenly Father, we commend all these prayers into Your loving hands, for 

You live and reign with the Spirit and the Son, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

HYMN        “Take My Life and Let It Be”  LSB 783, v.1,5-6 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us 
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  

 
CLOSING PRAYER 

L To You, Lord Jesus; to You, our heavenly Father; to You, most real and Holy 
Spirit; let all the world give thanks.  For what You have done in times past; 
for what Your love is doing now, in our own days; for what You will do in 
time to come; let all the world give thanks.  Glory to You forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
CLOSING HYMN     “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”   LSB 922 
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© 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765. Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Pegorsch, Pastor Emeritus 
LITURGIST: Rev. Zach J. Holdorf, Senior Pastor 
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
ELDERS: 8am—Todd Hauer; 9:30am—Michael Hase 

5
!

We are accepting donations for the Salvation Army on 
Sunday, August 29th. Donations can be placed under the 
coatracks outside the Parlors and will be taken to the 
Salvation Army. Thank you for helping our community! 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
      8am & 9:30am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


