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Sixth Sunday of Easter 

“Apologizing” for Jesus 
Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, May 10, 2026 in the Sanctuary 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

Wausau, Wisconsin 

In your hearts  
regard Christ the 
Lord as holy, ... 

...for a reason for  
the hope that  

is in you. 

...always being prepared  
to make a defense to  

anyone who asks you...  
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 

“Apologizing” for Jesus 
Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, May 10, 2026 
 

AS WE GATHER Throughout our lives, we look for a helper. Maybe that’s a parent 

who can hold our hand to cross the street, a spouse who can open the pickle jar, or an 
expert who delivers wisdom we don’t have. Our Lord Jesus Christ sends us a helper, the 
promised Holy Spirit. The Spirit opens our heart to faith and then fills it with heavenly wis-
dom. Present in our Baptism and present today in worship, the Spirit keeps our hand firm-
ly in our Savior’s, so that linked by love, we can walk confidently in His promises. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”    LSB 822 
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Text: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of 
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we can-
not free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to  
 everlasting life. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE          LSB 204 

 
 

HYMN of PRAISE   “Gloria in Excelsis”     LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration 

grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful 
guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
FIRST READING          Acts 17:16-31 
While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as 
he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the 
Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who 
happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also con-
versed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others 
said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching 
Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took hold of him and brought him to the 
Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are pre-
senting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know there-
fore what these things mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who 
lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something 
new. 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 
perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and ob-
served the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To 
the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything. 26And he made from one man every nation of mankind 
to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the hope that 
they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from 
each one of us, 28for “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some 
of your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 29Being then God’s 
offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, 
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an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times of ignorance God 
overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he 
has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he 
has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE         1 Peter 3:13-22 
Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you 
should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor 
be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being pre-
pared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put 
to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than 
for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unright-
eous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in 
the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they 
formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a re-
moval of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL         John 14:15-21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18I will not 
leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world will see 
me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has 
my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 
 rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 T everlasting. Amen. 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 

 



8 

HYMN of the DAY   “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  LSB 655 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug  Text and 
tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON          “Apologizing” for Jesus     Rev. Paul D. Sundbom 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for 
the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above 
all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with an-
gels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magni-
fy Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS           LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER of THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mer-

cy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has 
been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from bondage to sin and 
death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him. 
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Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body 
given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation 
until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. Hear us as 
we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI          LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION Christ invites all repentant sinners to partake in His 

feast of forgiveness – the Lord’s Supper. LCMS communicant members are invited to examine their 
faith using pages 329-330 in the hymnal and receive the Savior’s body and blood. Grape juice is availa-
ble in the center of the trays in lieu of wine. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Visitors 
wishing to commune should see a pastor or an elder before service. We ask this because we love you. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   “Children of the Heavenly Father”  LSB 725 
         “Praise the Almighty”    LSB 797 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS         LSB 211 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS         LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN    “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”   LSB 816 
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Text (sts. 1–2): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823–97  Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copy-
right © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Paul D. Sundbom, Associate Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor 
ORGANIST: Mark Davidson 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman, Bob Moser; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Skyler Lynn 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. We invite those who 
have been instructed in the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacra-
ment of the Altar. Others are asked to speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. 
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School and our Childcare (infant through 13 years). 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL/BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY— 
7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER (SLC)— 
5pm Saturday & 9:15am Sunday 

MISSION & VISION STATEMENT: 
Teach the Faith—Love the Lost—Connect all to Christ 

501 STEWART AVENUE, WAUSAU, WI  54401 
CHURCH: 715-842-0769  SCHOOL: 715-848-0166  
EMAIL: TRINITY@TRINITYNET.ORG   WEB: WWW.TRINITYWAUSAU.ORG 

Automated Giving  
Options 


