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 Third Sunday in Lent 

“Living Water in Christ Alone” 
Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Pegorsch 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, March 12, 2023 
 

FOCUS God’s mercy and grace are revealed to those who deserve anything 

but. The Israelites who wandered the wilderness complained of no water. They didn’t 
deserve anything because of their sinfulness, yet God responds in mercy and grace, 
providing water from a rock. A marginalized Samaritan woman didn’t receive compas-
sion from her community and didn’t deserve it from our Savior Jesus Christ, yet she 
was given and shown mercy and grace and came to believe He is the Savior of the 
world. We, too, have gone astray and deserve much less than mercy and grace from 
God Himself. Yet, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

RINGING of the BELLS and WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   LSB 686 

 

 

 



3 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES          Psalm 95:1-3 

L Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
C let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
L Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; 
C let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! 
L For the Lord is a great God, 
C and a great King above all gods. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
L Lord God, we come before you as people who are parched with a thirst 

created by our sin, our own sins of what we have done and left undone. 
Left to ourselves, our sinful thirst would lead to death and hell. We come 
to You this day with repentant hearts, seeking the water that Christ gives, 
which wells up to eternal life. As people belonging to Christ, let us take ref-
uge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to  
 everlasting life. Amen. 
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L “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1)  Upon this, your confession, I, 
by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, an-
nounce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the com-
mand of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Let us pray. O God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, came as the One who gives life-

giving water, which wells up to eternal life. Quench our deep thirst for sal-
vation through repentance and forgiveness, that we may never thirst 
again; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT             Exodus 17:1-7 

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin 
by stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, 
but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled 
with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do 
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there 
for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring 
us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So 
Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 
to stone me.” 5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking 
with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which 
you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at 
Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the peo-
ple will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he 
called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of 
the people of Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord 
among us or not?” 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

7:30am—       “Wondrous Love”          arr. Denisen 
9am (Praise Team)—     “King of My Heart”        McMillan/McMillan 
 

EPISTLE                    Romans 5:1-8 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only 
that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  
4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope 
does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at 
the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL            John 4:5-30, 39-42 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
So [Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from 
his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman 
from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?”  
(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 
have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to 
him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well 
and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, 
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“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of 
the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give 
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman 
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come 
here to draw water.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 
17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are 
right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one 
you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman 
said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on 
this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 
worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when nei-
ther on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 
24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”  
25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called 
Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak 
to you am he.” 27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was 
talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you 
talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and 
said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be 
the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him. … 39 Many Sa-
maritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 
him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed 
because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what 
you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 
indeed the Savior of the world.” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
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HYMN of the DAY  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874 Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON              “Living Water in Christ Alone”    Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Pegorsch 
 

[Jesus said] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out 

and trampled under people's feet. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 

on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.” (Matthew 5:13-15) 
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I. Personal Barriers and Needs? 
 

II. A Message Today (John 3:16 and ______________________) 
 

III. What Happens ________________________. (John 4:29-30, 39-42) 
 

IV. What is next? Share your ________________ in Christ! 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 
 rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING (7:30am)       “Beach Spring”             arr. Henkelmann 
 

OFFERING SONG (9am)             “Forever”       Tomlin 
 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…) 

L Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

CLOSING HYMN 

7:30am—  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”   LSB 918 
9am—          “God So Loved”    Bergthold/Cash/Cash/Cash/Cash 

 
POSTLUDE 

 
 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Pegorsch, Pastor Emeritus 
LITURGIST: Rev. James L. Mayland, Senior Pastor 
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
MUSICIANS: 7:30am—Rebekah Hoehne, flute;  
           9am—Praise Team, Brett Schwantes, lead 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman; 9am—Dan Schwantes, Mike Hase 
ACOLYTES: 7:30am—Carleigh Diedrich;  
         9am—Samantha Krueger, Isaac Neumueller 
TECH: 7:30am—     ; 9am— 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
      7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


