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 First Sunday after Christmas 

“The Eighth Day” 
Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

9:30am Sunday, December 26, 2021 
 

FOCUS Are you prepared for heaven? Admittedly, this is an odd question 

when we are celebrating Jesus’ birth. Yet, Jesus was born to die to save His people 
from their sins. As Simeon held the Christ Child, he couldn’t help but say, “Lord, 
now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word,” while 
also telling Mary, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed.” That opposition eventually brought about 
His death on a cross. Yet, Jesus was born to die and rise to life again so that all 
who believe in Him might live! That is the best Christmas gift ever. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
   

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN      “Angels from the Realms of Glory”    LSB 367 
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Text: Public domain 

 
 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES             Luke 2:29-32, adapted; Psalm 139:23 

L Lord, let my eyes see Your salvation, 
C that You have prepared in the presence of all people, 
L a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
C and for glory to Your people Israel. 
L Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
C Try me and know my thoughts! 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
L We come before God, who has searched us and knows our hearts and 

minds, to confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

(Silence for reflection.) 
 

 Most merciful God, 
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C we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

L With repentant hearts, help us to reject our sinful nature and put on the 
new self. 

C Let our eyes see the salvation that You have prepared in the presence of 
all people. 

L Salvation has come! Jesus has been born into the world in fulfillment of the 
Father’s covenant with His people that He would not condemn the world, 
but save it. I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, in the stead and 
by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

SONG of PRAISE  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing (King of Heaven)” 
Wesley/Mendelssohn-Bartholdy/Ingram/Baloche 

 

Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic hosts proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King 
 

Christ by highest heav'n adored Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see Hail th'incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell Jesus our Emmanuel 
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King 
 

Chorus: King of Heaven come down King of Heaven come now 
   Let Your glory reign shining like the day King of Heaven come 
   King of Heaven rise up Who can stand against us 
   You are strong to save In Your mighty name King of Heaven come 
 

Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace Hail the Son of righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings Risen with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth Born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King The newborn King (Chorus) 
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King of Heaven come down King of Heaven come now 
Let Your glory reign shining like the day King of Heaven come 

CCLI Song # 7019799 © Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Leadworship Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG  
Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Spirit Music Group) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 284825 

 
 

SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
L Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our Savior, we praise and thank You for coming to 

be born of Mary so that through faith in You we might depart this life in 
peace. Grant that we may ever share this gift; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT      Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15 

The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first 
to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 
3 Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought you out 
from this place. … 11 “When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as 
he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall set apart to 
the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are 
males shall be the Lord's. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a 
lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man 
among your sons you shall redeem. 14 And when in time to come your son asks 
you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, By a strong hand the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 For when Pharaoh stubborn-
ly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the 
firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all 
the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                   Colossians 3:12-17 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kind-
ness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds eve-
rything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

SONG   “He Has Come for Us”             Ingram/Andrews 

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay. 
Remember Christ, our Savior Was born on Christmas day 
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r When we were gone astray. 
O, tidings of comfort and joy. Comfort and joy. O, tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

Chorus: He has come for us, this Jesus. He’s the hope for all mankind. 
He has come for us, the Messiah. Born to give us life. 

 

From God, our heavn’ly Father, A blessed angel came. 
And unto certain shepherds Brought tidings of the same. 
How that in Bethlehem was born, The Son of God by name.  
O, tidings of comfort and joy. Comfort and joy. O, tidings of comfort and joy. 
(Chorus) 
 

All the angels sing, “Hallelujah! Jesus Christ is born!” 
All the children sing, “Hallelujah! He is Christ, the Lord!” (Chorus) 
 

He is born to give us life. Angels sing, “Hallelujah! Jesus Christ is born!”  
All the children sing, “Hallelujah! He is Christ the Lord!” 
CCLI Song No. 5683022  © 2009 Word Music, LLC/Windsor Way Music/Grange Hill Music/Peertunes, Ltd.  All rights Reserved.  www.ccli.com. CCLI License No. 284825 

 

http://www.ccli.com
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HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 2:22-40 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  
23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 
shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said 
in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there 
was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according 
to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel.” 33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.  
34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is ap-
pointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed  
35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.” 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and 
prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks 
to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusa-
lem. 39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
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HYMN of the DAY “In His Temple Now Behold Him”   LSB 519 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON                  “The Eighth Day”     Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 
 rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 T everlasting. Amen. 
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GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING SONG “What Child Is This” 

Chatterton Dix/Millard/Bryson/Scheuchzer/Cochran/Kipley/Shaffer 
 

What Child is this who laid to rest On Mary's lap is sleeping 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping 
 

Chorus: This, this is Christ the King Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
  Haste, haste to bring Him laud The Babe, the Son of Mary 
 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh Come peasant king to own Him 
The King of kings, salvation brings Let loving hearts enthrone Him 
 

Raise, raise the song on high The virgin sings her lullaby 
Joy, joy for Christ is born The Babe the Son of Mary 
 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  (Repeat) 
 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him thro' The cross be borne for me for you 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh The Babe the Son of Mary  (Chorus) 

© 2002 Simpleville Music CCLI License No. 284825 

 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God and all people according to their 
needs.  

 

 Wonderful Counselor, we praise and thank You for guiding us with the 
Word of Christ, which dwells richly in us. Bless all pastors and teachers of 
Your Word, that they teach and admonish Your people with all of Your wis-
dom so that whatever we do, in word or deed, we do it in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. O God of our sal-
vation, 

C  hear our prayer. 
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L Mighty God, You created this world and everything in it through Your pow-
erful Word and still take care of it. Continue to watch over and work 
through all who lead and serve our nation, state, and local communities. 
Lead and guide all first responders and members of the military as they 
carry out their duties to protect and serve. O God of our salvation, 

C  hear our prayer. 
L Everlasting Father, You are gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. We ask for Your encouragement, healing, and 
care for all who are struggling with their health, [especially . . .]. Heal the 
broken hearts of those who grieve the loss of those close to them. O God 
of our salvation, 

C  hear our prayer. 
L Prince of Peace, we praise and thank You for the peace we have in You. 

Empower us and all of your missionary people to embrace the opportuni-
ties You give us to share the gift of Your redemption. O God of our salva-
tion, 

C  hear our prayer. 
L We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus 

Christ, our King. 
C  Amen. 

 
The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  “Joy to the World / Unspeakable Joy”     
Tomlin/Cash/G. F. Handel/Watts/Gilder 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come. Let earth receive her King. 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and heaven and nature sing! 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns. Let all their songs employ. 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy! 
 

Chorus: Joy, unspeakable joy! An overflowing well, No tongue can tell! 
 Joy, unspeakable joy It rises in my soul, Never lets me go! 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love!  (Chorus) 

CCLI Song No. 5607039. © worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music | Vamos Publishing | Alletrop Music | Ryan House Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) | 
(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) | (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) | (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) |  (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.).  Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash 

| George Frederic Handel | Isaac Watts | Matt Gilder. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License No. 284825. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 
 
 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
PRAISE TEAM LEAD: Brett Schwantes 
ELDERS: Troy Pagel, Ted Gruhn 
ACOLYTE: Zack Gruhn 
TECH: 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
      8am & 9:30am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


