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 Third Sunday in Advent 
“What Have You Seen?” 

Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
8am & 9:30am Sunday, December 12, 2021 

 

FOCUS The weeks before Christmas bring a time of joyful preparation to our 

homes, our communities, and our churches. As people who are waiting to welcome the 
Lord Jesus once again, we make a priority of bringing His way straight into our lives. The 
many competing voices and sounds of the season may seek to distract us, but we know 
what our priorities are to be. We are listening for a specific sound—the sound of the good 
news of the coming Savior! Today in worship we sing and hear familiar carols and new 
pieces celebrating Christ's birth and His coming again in glory. To provide new insight to 
familiar texts, we will read some of the writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor 
in Germany during World War II, and some from the pen of Susan Cherwien, a contempo-
rary poet. May God bless you through our worship this morning as we continue to wait 
and prepare for Christ to come again! “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!” 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    Eatherton/Kerr 

         “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”           Ore 
         “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”     arr. McChesney 
         “Ring the Bells of Christmas”            arr. Rogers 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

CALL to WORSHIP Three Comings to the Season   Cherwien 
 

                “Advent Canticle”    Shepperd 
 

OPENING HYMN     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”    LSB 338 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
Psalm 25:6-7 

L Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in 
Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another. 

 

(A time of silence is observed.) 
 

 We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and 
deed. We have wandered from You. Our wonderings have at times turned 
into doubts that drew us away from You. 

C Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. 

L  Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
C according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your 

goodness, O Lord! 
 

HYMN            “Kyrie for the Four Sundays in Advent” 

Forgive us, Lord, for times when joy was lost, 
And moments when we never thought to laugh, 
For times when we obsess and despair And all forget Your steadfast love and care. 
Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our sins And help us live in joy that never ends. 
Text: Copyright © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Three Advent candles are lit.) 

L In this season of longing and anticipation, rejoice in the Lord always, shout 
out God’s name, 

C for God is with us, our God is with us, the God of our salvation in whom 
alone we trust. 

L In this season of longing and anticipation, rejoice in the Lord always, shout 
out God’s name, 

C for God is our Father.  He draws us home by streams of living water 
where we shall thirst no more. 

L In this season of longing and anticipation, rejoice in the Lord always, shout 
out God’s name, 

C for God knows our thoughts, understands our hearts, and enables us to 
become the people we were meant to be. 

 

HYMN           “In the Season of Longing and Anticipation”            Burkhardt 
Cantor: In this season of longing and anticipation, God is at work in the heart of  
 creation, offering all new life and salvation: Rejoice, the Lord is near! 
 

ALL: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and music:  Michael Burkhardt, and copyright © 2020 Birnamwood.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736921. All rights reserved. 

 

Service of the Word 

READING                                             IV. Lighting the Night               Cherwien 
 

RESPONSE                                       "Keep Your Lamps"                                       arr. Thomas 
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OLD TESTAMENT           Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against 
you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your 
midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
“Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17 The Lord your God is in your 
midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will 
quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 18 I will gather those 
of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach.  
19 Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all 
the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you togeth-
er; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSE            “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”       LSB 350, v.1,4 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

READING        One Single Name             Bonhoeffer 
 

RESPONSE        "Savior of the Nations, Come"      arr. Moklebust 

 



6 

EPISTLE                      Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSE           “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”           LSB 515, v.1 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN       Adele Bluhm 
 

RESPONSE            “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”        LSB 515, v.3,4 
3. The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore, 

Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold. 

 

4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption That sets Your people free!                  Text: Public domain 
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READING              Everything Past and Everything Future            Bonhoeffer 
 
 

RESPONSE       “Sleep Holy Babe”                Keesecker 
 
 

RESPONSE         “Night of Silence”               Kantor/Ferguson 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.                                  
Text: Public domain 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 7:18-28 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his 
disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?” 20 And when the men had come to him, they said, “John 
the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?’” 21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues 
and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the 
poor have good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offend-
ed by me.” 24 When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 
the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Be-
hold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' 
courts. 26 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send my messenger before 
your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28 I tell you, among those born of 
women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he.” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 
 rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN of the DAY      “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”   LSB 344 
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PRAYER of the CHURCH (Congregation’s response is sung) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Text and music:   Jacques Berthier.  Copyright © 1984 by Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France.  Published in North America by GIA Publications, Inc., All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-717658 

 

L With longing and hopeful expectation, let us pray to the Lord. God of the 
Church, we pray for all pastors, teachers, missionaries, and all who lead 
and teach Your people. Bless them and by Your Holy Spirit, move among us 
all so that we may prepare the way of the Lord and be powerful witnesses 
to Your love. God of all mercies, help us as we… 

C (sung) "Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, 
take heart!" 

 

L  God of joy, today we rejoice with those who rejoice that we may know joy 
in the fellowship of one another. Bless them as they celebrate and help us 
to be always mindful of Your goodness. God of all mercies, help us as we… 

C (sung) "Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, 
take heart!" 

 

L  Compassionate Lord, we mourn with those who mourn, that they may be 
comforted with the peace that comes alone from You. God of all mercies, 
help us as we… 

C (sung) "Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, 
take heart!" 

 

L  God of healing, today we remember all those with special needs. In love, 
look upon them and according to Your good and gracious will, meet their 
needs and send us to minister to them; God of all mercies, help us as we… 

C (sung) "Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, 
take heart!" 

 

L  Receive our prayers, faithful God, as we watch and wait for Your coming 
among us in Jesus Christ our Lord who has taught us to pray, 
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The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  

 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus 

with all. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that 

is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING      “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  arr. McChesney 

 

SERMON                    “What Have You Seen?”    Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

 

BENEDICTION        Philippians 4:5-7; Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord with joy! 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



11 

CLOSING HYMN       “Joy to the World”     LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
POSTLUDE     “Joy to the World”         Langlois/Ore 
 

 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
ORGANISTS: Rod Riese & Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
MUSICIANS: Bekah Hoehne, flute; Jenna Hansen, oboe; Ellie Hoehne, soloist &  
           djembe; Jodi Hoehne, reader; Sanctuary Choir; JuBellation Handbells 
ELDERS: 8am—Troy Pagel; 9:30am—Skyler Lynn 
ACOLYTES: 8am—Gretchen Burger; 9:30am—Alivia Mayer 
TECH: 8am—;    9:30am— 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
      8am & 9:30am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


