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 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

“The Proof of God” 
Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

7:30am & 9am Sunday, September 25, 2022 in the Upper Sanctuary 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

Wausau, Wisconsin 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 5:2 
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 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
“The Proof of God” 

Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
7:30am & 9am Sunday, September 25, 2022 

 

FOCUS In the traditional “learning trio” of reading, writing, and arithmetic, the 

first two of the listed disciplines deal with words. Spoken and written communication are 
vital throughout life. But learning numbers and how to work with them, understand them, 
and use them well is also important. The books of the Bible include many numbers, each 
of which has special significance. The fourth book of the Old Testament is called Numbers 
because it contains the results of two censuses of the Hebrew people taken after the exo-
dus from Egypt, one beginning in the first chapter and the second beginning in chapter 26. 
The Lord God demanded that each of His people was accounted for and known. His care 
for each of us continues, as is reflected in His Word through the prophet Isaiah, “Fear not, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are Mine” (Isaiah 43:1b). God 
sees each of us as “number one” in His loving view! 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”   Costello 

    “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”     Culli 
 

RINGING of the BELLS and WELCOME 
 

OPENING VERSICLES 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

 
 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
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ANTIPHON 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

VENITE 
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ANTIPHON 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

PSALM 146 

Cantor:  Praise the Lord all the days of your life, all the days of your life! 
 

Refrain (ALL): 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantor: 1.  The Lord keeps faith forever, is just to all the oppressed.  
The Lord gives bread to the hungry, and sets all the prisoners free. Refrain 

 

2.  The Lord gives sight to the blind, and raises all those bowed down. 
 The Lord protects the stranger, and upholds the widow and orphan. Refrain 
 

3. The Lord loves the just, but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
 The Lord will reign forever, Zion’s God from age to age.  Refrain 

 

(Silence for prayer and meditation.) 
 

PSALM PRAYER 
L Lord, help me put my trust in You. When I am tempted to trust in wealthy 

or influential people instead, remind me that You made the heavens and 
the earth. Give me confidence that everything I am and have comes from 
You; through Christ my Savior. Amen. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFICE HYMN       “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”      LSB 848 
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Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874  Tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT                 Amos 6:1-7 

“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the moun-
tain of Samaria, the notable men of the first of the nations, to whom the house of 
Israel comes! 2 Pass over to Calneh, and see, and from there go to Hamath the 
great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines. Are you better than these king-
doms? Or is their territory greater than your territory, 3 O you who put far away 
the day of disaster and bring near the seat of violence? 4 “Woe to those who lie on 
beds of ivory and stretch themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the 
flock and calves from the midst of the stall, 5 who sing idle songs to the sound of 
the harp and like David invent for themselves instruments of music, 6 who drink 
wine in bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over 
the ruin of Joseph! 7 Therefore they shall now be the first of those who go into ex-
ile, and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.” 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                      1 Timothy 6:6-19 

But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the 
world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and 
clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pangs. 11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these 
things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.  
12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and 
of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confes-
sion, 14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the ap-
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he 
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who 
alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever 
seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17 As for the rich in 
this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the un-
certainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.  
18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to 
share, 19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the fu-
ture, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                  Luke 16:19-31 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
[Jesus said] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich 
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man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man 
died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and 
was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abra-
ham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember 
that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides 
all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who 
would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to 
us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house—  
28 for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this 
place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let 
them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to 
them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Mo-
ses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from 
the dead.’” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
RESPONSORY 
Cantor:  Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.  (Refrain) 
    Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.  (Refrain) 
    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  (Refrain) 
 

 

 
A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
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HYMN of the DAY     “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”   LSB 708 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON                       “The Proof of God”     Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
 

TE DEUM 
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RITE of FELLOWSHIP for NEW MEMBERS 

 

GATHERING of TITHES and OFFERINGS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 
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VISION STATEMENT: To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is fo-

cused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”         Eatherton 
 

KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. Lord of learning, we pray for Mrs. Graff and the 
students in 4K. Fill her with strength as she teaches and ministers to the 
needs of her students. Bless the students as they learn about You and grow 
in them a strong faith in You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord of compassion, we pray for all those who mourn the death of loved 

ones. Comfort them in the face of grief, [especially . . .]. Grant that all 
those who mourn find hope in the resurrection to eternal life with Jesus. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord of healing, hear us as we pray for all those who suffer in body, mind, 

or spirit. (Today we especially remember…). Grant healing, relief, and 
peace according to Your good and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy 

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord of the Church, strengthen and protect Your Church around the world 

and bless all who bring the good news of salvation to the people they 
meet. Be with our Senior Pastor Candidate as he shares the news with his 
congregation and fill him with peace and grant him wisdom and discern-
ment. Bless the members of his congregation and us, as we all continue to 
seek Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord, we offer all these prayers, knowing that You hear us and bless us with 

what we need. 
C Amen. 
 



12 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICAMUS 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

 

 

BENEDICTION              Numbers 6:24-26 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

CLOSING HYMN      “God of Grace and God of Glory”   LSB 850 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE    “Toccata in F Major”       Eberlin 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Portions taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Psalm 146 – James Chepponis.  Text: © 1969, International Committee on English in the Liturgy. 
Tune: © 1997, GIA Publications, Inc.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736921. All rights reserved.  

 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Rod Riese 
CANTOR: Dawn Graveen 
ELDERS: 7:30am—Bob Zimmerman; 9am—Mike Hase 
ACOLYTES: 7:30am—Charlie Goetsch; 9am—Denali Stangl 
TECH: 7:30am—     ; 9am— 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
      7:30am & 9am Sunday 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 10:15am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 10:15am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


